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INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY POLICY

REVIEWED MAY 2007
Rationale:
Information technology is a part of everyday life.  At St Michael’s our student’s need to be taught the skills needed to be a competent user of technology.  Our students need to have the physical resources needed to practice these skills in daily classroom routines.  St Michael’s students need to be taught to be discriminate and effective internet users.
Aims:

· To immerse students in the variety of technologies provided.

· To provide students with consistent and equal access to the technologies being particularly aware of gender issues.
· To provide added resources to enhance and consolidate classroom learning and participation.

· To increase the understanding and appreciation of the developments in computer technology,

· To enable all students to become confident and competent in computer use.

· To develop the skills and understandings in order to appreciate the global context of the internet.

To ensure that all students are supervised when using the internet, 
Implementation Plan:

· An Information and Communication Technology (ICT) coordinator will be appointed to our school to lead our team, which will provide whole school direction and expertise in the use of learning technologies.

· To implement a P-6 program in line with the Victorian Essential Learning Standards.
· Evaluation will be carried out by teacher observations, checklists and assessment of the children's knowledge, skills and understandings of computers and computer software.

· All staff members will be required to include learning technologies as an integral component of their individual professional development plans

· Technical support by means of CECV funding and local technicians will provide specialised expertise where required.
· There will be Internet connections at all computer workstations.
· Wireless connectivity is available throughout the school.
· All classrooms teachers have access to laptops
· Technology based interactions with other schools and organisations by means of global classroom projects, video-conferencing and e-mail will be actively encouraged.

· The school will develop and maintain an up-to-date website.

· St. Michael’s will provide access to the Internet for students under the supervision of a teacher.
· This access will be permitted for educational purposes only. 
· It is important to note that the children will not have access to the World Wide Web (www) as such, but to an education cache (Education Channel) that will permit access to sites that are considered to be of an educational nature. 
· The World Wide Web will only be accessible by teachers. 
· All students and staff at our school will have censorship filtered internet and email access.  All students and staff will have their own password protected internet account and log on.  Such access is a privilege that infers responsibility, and not simply a right to be expected.
· .The school undertakes to ensure that information published on the Internet by students or the school is of a high standard, and meets legal requirements and standards of general practice within the community in relation to copyright, safety and decency.
· To continue to purchase appropriate programs for classroom and teacher use.

· To supply each child using the internet with a "Student Acceptable Use" contract to be signed by both parents and students and returned.

· Only school purchased software and licenses to be used. 

Evaluation Plan:

·  This policy will be reviewed as part of the SAC policy review cycle.
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