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A safe community of animated learners enlightened by faith in God

!
s
n
o
i
t
a
l
u
t
a
r
g
n
o
C

CONFIRMATION 2018

Time To Let Go And Simply Be
You know how it is Lord! There is always
so much to be fitted in.
People to be seen… work to be done…
obligations to fulfil.
It is so difficult to distinguish between the urgent
and the important.
And often what is urgent elbows its way
to the forefront of my day and the important
gets trampled on in the rush.
Teach me the art of creating islands of stillness,
in which I can absorb the beauty
of everyday things... clouds, trees,
a snatch of music.
Prompt me to lift up my heart to you
in a moment of thankfulness.
Impress on my mind that there is more to life
than packing every moment with activity
and help me to fence in some
part of my day with
quietness.

AMEN

Connect with St Michael's
@StMashburton

Parish Priest: Fr Laurence Cortez - ashburton@cam.org.au

@st_michaels_ashburton

Principal: Marisa Matthys - mmathys@ smashburton.catholicedu.au

www.smashburton.catholic.edu.au

SAC Chairperson: Michael Fletcher - mfletchers@gmail.com

03 9885 3105

Parents & Friends Auxiliary - pfa@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

LEADERSHIP AND MANAGEMENT
Organisation, Structures, Resource Management, Staff Wellbeing and Professional Learning

P R I NCIPAL 'S N EW S
Dear Parents and Caregivers,
Confirmation
Congratulations to the candidates who were sealed with
the fruits and gifts of the Spirit through the Sacrament of
Confirmation last Saturday. Monsignor Tony Ireland was
most impressed with the knowledge our students
expressed in relation to Confirmation. Congratulations to
Erin Nagel (RE Leader) for organising such beautiful
liturgies, Gail Ryan, the catechists and the Year 5/6
teachers who prepared the students so well. Thank you to
all staff for their attendance and support. Thank you also
to the families of the candidates. We continue to pray for
these students and their families.
Prep Information Evening for 2019
Tonight at 7:30pm in the Hub, we are presenting the Prep
2019 Information Evening. The Prep teachers and
leadership team together with members of our amazing
community will be providing vital information to assist
parents ensuring a smooth transition for our 2019 Prep
students. It is a wonderful night to meet and greet all new
and existing parents. I look forward to meeting all Prep
2019 parents.
School Advisory Council Nominations
Just a reminder it is that time of year when we are
seeking nominations for our School Advisory Council
(SAC). I am deeply grateful to the Council members;
Michael Fletcher (Chairperson) Jason Hay (Secretary),
Augarette Malki (Assistant Chair), Jerome Durkin, Tim
Wrathall, Briana Kotzapavlidis and Erin Nagel for their
support, diligence and commitment to St Michael’s. The
SAC has spent a considerable amount of time this year
updating policies and supporting the school’s strategic
plan. I thank all current members of the SAC. Three of our
members have completed their tenure and I am calling for
nominations for SAC beginning 2019. I have included the
pertinent SAC Charter information for your perusal and
ask that parents of St Michael’s who are interested in
joining the SAC read the below information and then send
me an email with your nomination by Friday 2nd
November:

b) provide advice on the development and review of school
policies;
c) plan for the future of the Parish Primary School and its
ability to accommodate future enrolments; and
d) contribute to the selection process for the School
Principal.
3.2 School Community Representatives
3.2.1 There are two kinds of school community
representatives: elected representatives and appointed
representatives. Four representatives are appointed as a
result of an electoral process. Two representatives are
appointed by the Principal and Parish Priest. School
community representatives must demonstrate the desired
qualities and skills of Council members outlined in 3.4.
3.2.2 Representation is generally for two years, for both
elected members and appointed members. At the end of the
second year, a member is eligible to nominate for election or
to be appointed to the Council by the Parish Priest and
Principal for an additional term.
3.2.3 School Community Representatives, whether elected
members or appointed members, may serve a maximum of
two consecutive terms on the Council.
3.3 Key Qualities and Skills for Members of the School
Advisory Council
It is expected that all members of the Council will
demonstrate a commitment to the Catholic Ethos and
Mission of St Michael’s school. It is in the interests of the
Council to benefit from a diversity of complementary
expertise and backgrounds. It is desired that members of the
Council will possess the following attributes:

• Commitment to Catholic education in the parish and school
• Commitment to the vision and mission of the parish and
school
• An understanding of the role of Parish Priest, Principal and
Council members
• Willingness to ask questions and seek clarification
• Ability to think strategically
• Willingness to support the contributions of other Council
members
The responsibilities of the School Advisory Council are to:
• Capacity to listen in an active and meaningful way
a) promote the Catholic ethos of the school and to support
• Willingness to work co-operatively with others
its Religious Education programs;
• Commitment to maintaining confidentiality at all times.
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Members must hold a valid Working With Children
(WWC) Check card. If members do not possess a valid
WWC Check card upon joining the Council, they must
pass the WWC Check in the first school term of their
tenure on the Council and must not be involved in
supervising activities involving children from St Michael’s
until they have passed the WWC Check.
3.4 Election and Appointment Procedures for Parent
Representatives
3.4.1 Parents will be invited to self-nominate for elected
positions via the school newsletter in the second week of
Term Four.
3.4.2 Nominees must be approved by the Parish Priest
and Principal prior to the election process.
3.4.3 If there are insufficient nominations for vacancies
among elected positions, the Parish Priest and Principal
will co-opt interested parents to those vacant positions.
3.4.4 When a parent nominates, he/she will be required
to submit a short statement detailing their reason/s for
seeking election.

Congratulations
Congratulations to Sharon, Sunil and
Nathan 3/4D on the safe arrival of their
beautiful baby boy Noah born on 25th
September.
Marisa Matthys
Principal
mmatthys@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

DEPUTY PRINCIP A L ' S
NEWS
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Confirmation
Congratulations to all Candidates who celebrated the
Sacrament of Confirmation last weekend, we were all
very proud of them. They showed that they are fabulous
leaders of St Michael’s. Thank you to Gail and to the
Year 5/6 teachers for their work with the children and to
all staff members who supported them.

Parents and Friends Auxiliary
St Michael’s is currently recruiting some new members to
the PFA Executive team. If you are interested in joining
PFA from 2019, please contact me or speak with any of
the PFA parents. The PFA is such a crucial entity of the
school. The St Michael’s PFA are an amazing group of
parents who do an incredible job. Joining the PFA is a
wonderful way to meet new friends whilst building
community spirit and raising much needed funds for the
children of the school.

A special thanks to Therese M for preparing our small
choir and to Olive D, Emma C, Esha S and Isabella D
who volunteered their time to sing at the Masses.

Annual General Meeting
The St Michael’s School Advisory Council will hold the
AGM in the Staffroom on the 15th November at 7:30pm.
This meeting is a great opportunity to celebrate and
acknowledge all of the wonderful events and dedication
that our community provides for St Michael’s. It is also an
occasion to formally welcome the newly appointed SAC
members.
School Enhancement Evening
I look forward to working with all those attending the next
Enhancement Session this Friday 26th October. This
session will be a twilight session from 5pm until 7pm.
Please enrol online at www.schoolinterviews.com.au
with the code ma4zt to enable us to allocate and include
jobs.

Erin Nagel
Deputy Principal
Education in Faith/ Learning and Teaching Leader
enagel@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

LEARNING AND TEACHING
Student Outcome, Curriculum, Assessment, Reporting, Principles and Pedagogy

Wellbeing Update
Year 3/4 and 5/6 Sexuality Education Evenings
The Sexuality Education Evening run by Sue Pain from 'About Real Life' will be held on Thursday 1st November in
the Hub. Tickets are $15 per family for each session and can be purchased through ticketebo. Please click the
following link to book your tickets. http://www.ticketebo.com.au/stmichaelseducation
Session 1 - 6.15pm - 7.15 pm for Year 3/4 students and their parents in the Hub
Session 2 - 7.30pm -8.30 pm for Year 5/6 students and their parents in the Hub
We look forward to seeing you there.
Jo Mannix
Student Wellbeing Leader
Student Services ( Learning Diversity Leader)
jmannix@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

Logan and Maaike take home a prize each for entering our Nude Food raffle by bringing Nude Food to school.
Please continue to bring Nude Food to school every day for the chance to win in our next raffle at Assembly, Week 4!

SCHOOL FEES & LEVIES

Walk to School Month

Thank you to those families who have paid their school

October is Walk to School month. Each classroom wall has

fees . It would be appreciated if all other accounts

a calendar for classes to record how many students walk,

could be settled as soon as possible. If you require any

scoot or ride to school. At the end of October the

assistance, please call Kathy or email

classroom calendars will be tallied and there will be

kathym@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

opportunities for prizes to be won.
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SPORTS NEWS
RUNNING CLUB
Running club will continue this term. It will be held on
Tuesday mornings from 7.50 am– 8.30 am starting on the
tennis courts. This is a great opportunity for students of all
levels to come together and enjoy the physical and social
benefits of regular exercise.
Nicki Macfarlane
Sports Coordinator and PE
nmacfarlane@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

ART NEWS
ART AND TINKERING CLUB
Fortnightly on a Tuesday at 1st Break during Term Four
Art and Tinkering Club is held each Tuesday (11.00am - 11.30am), during first break. All students are welcome to
come and go as they please and work on any project that interests them. We are still happy to receive all your
treasured bits ‘n pieces to the art room veranda door. Please do not take donations to the office. We are always in
need of fabric and textile scraps, boxes, plastic containers, cardboard tubes and off cuts, broken electrical goods
and other house hold recyclable items. We do not use toilet rolls, egg cartons, old milk bottles, glass jars and
bottles or any electrical goods with glass or sharp cutting edges. If you donate a printer, please remove the print
cartridges (these are usually able to be recycled in print stores).
Deb Chapman
Visual Arts Teacher
dchapman@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

ST MICHAEL'S AWARDS
Prep EL
Xavier W - For staying so focused during your guided
reading sessions and showing us all the things you have
learned about reading
Rowan P - For helping his classmates by reminding them
of the spelling rules and patterns we’ve been learning
about
Claudia B - SMASH - For helping others by modelling
appropriate behaviours to her friends.

Prep E
Thomas V- For his focus during Literacy. Thomas you are
working so hard when reading to break up unknown words
and use the information you have read to answer the
teacher’s questions. You always participate in our shared
reading sessions and it is wonderful to see how much you
have learnt in Prep this year!
Oliver M- SMASH: For displaying the school expectation
of ‘Act Responsibly’. Oliver you always make sure your
learning space is tidy when you have finished your task,
thank you!
Noah D- For working really hard to complete his matching
tasks. Noah you are doing a fantastic job when learning
about shapes.

ST MICHAEL'S AWARDS
1/2D
3/4J
Jack T - For contributing his ideas during class
Francie CD: For displaying the School Expectation of Show
discussions. Keep up the great work.
Respect by being a kind and supportive presence every day
Emma H - For trying your best and staying focused
in our classroom. Thank you for always listening to others
during Literacy Rotations. Keep up the great work.
and making them feel valued and appreciated!
Harvey W - For Helping others by taking responsibility in Annabel E: For displaying the School Expectation of Act
your class job role, of Teacher helper.
Responsibly by modelling positive behaviour to your
1/2HD
classmates when we had the film crew in our classroom last
Sophie: Incorporating beautiful descriptive showing
week. Thank you for being such a wonderful representative
sentences in your writing piece about Stellaluna.
of 3/4J and St Michael’s.
Leo: Using your knowledge about money to help you
Olivia K: The work you have been doing to improve your
calculate the total amount spent in a worded problem.
reading and understanding connotative language. Your
Zoe SMASH- Act Responsibly by respecting school
critical thinking skills are continuing to improve, and I love
property by taking care to push your chair in after table seeing the depth of your discussions and ideas.
tasks and sharing resources with your classmates.
Bridie H: Your problem-solving skills in maths this week. I
Thank you for being a wonderful role model as you are have loved seeing you challenge yourself to find answers to
always organised and focussed during work tasks.
more difficult problems, and support your peers by sharing
1/2R
your strategies.
Olive D for displaying the school expectation Show
Respect by waiting her turn to share her ideas and news 3/4M
with the class. Well done Olive for using your self-control Abigail G: For displaying the school expectation of acting
to respect your classmates and your teacher.
responsibly by making choices that help all learners. You
Maddie T for showing great focus and working hard to
are always contributing to classroom discussions. Your
make sure she met all the success criteria in guided
thoughts, questions and opinions elevate our conversations.
reading
Jeremy M: for being able to think about Maths differently.
Alex M for persevering in maths when he was stuck on a Your contributions to find new ways to solve worded
difficult question
problems are amazing! You show us that maths is a very
3/4AL
creative subject with many ways to find an answer.
Rebecca T: For creating an informative and entertaining Reine N: For your achievement in comprehension,
powerpoint about her recent family holiday.
vocabulary in completing a very challenging PAT R reading
Georgia B: For creating an informative and entertaining test. You should be proud of your focus and determination
powerpoint about her recent family holiday.
to do your very best.
James H SMASH Award for Acting Responsibly.
5/6E
by always being the first to organise or pack up school Vic S: for displaying the school expectation of ‘making a
property to keep it safe for others to use.
difference’ by joining us in 5/6E. We are so happy to have
Kevan K : For being focused and engaged during writing you in our class and we look forward to learning about
sessions
origami from an expert (you)!
3/4 D
Amelia D: for taking care with the detail and presentation of
Adele D for her persistence in work and her willingness your work- particularly when writing about your
to have a go when problem solving.
understanding about the rituals and symbols of
Archie G for his consistent positive attitude towards work Confirmation.
and for always seeking to get your tasks completed on Adam J: for sharing your knowledge about Confirmation at
time.
our Reflection Day. Thank you for thinking deeply about the
Smash award
Gifts of the Holy Spirit and contributing to group tasks on the
Ciara W and Milla B who have given some wonderful
day.
examples of working together. During problem solving
tasks they have put so much effort into solving as many
problems as possible and are always ready to share their
learning

Confirmation
20TH OCTOBER 2018
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St Michael's Charisma Lunchtime Dance
Lunchtime Dance and Musical Games best suited for Prep, Years 1 & 2.
The 30 minute sessions start Wednesday 17th October in the Hub .
To enrol your child please email charismadance@bigpond.com
or phone 9889 2022/ 0419 284919

SCHOOL COMMUNITY
Parent, Parish, School Advisory Council and Wider Community

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

