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The Journey Begins

As we step into this new year,
Restore our spirits.
Renew our passion for sharing your wisdom
And nurture our compassion
for those in need of greater support.
Transform us as we seek to transform:
Guide us as we seek to guide;
Open our minds and hearts
As we seek to open minds and hearts
To the Good News of justice and peace.
Help us listen more deeply
To the world and to your Word,
So we can walk with those in our care,
Attentive to the Wisdom that
Calls us all to the Kingdom of God.
From a prayer by Jane Deren, http://www.educationforjustice.org

A safe community of animated learners enlightened by faith in God
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DIARY DATES Term 1, 2018
FEBRUARY
SUN 4

Opening School Year Mass

10.30am - 11.30am

MON 5
MON 5 - FRI
16
WED 7

Uniform Shop Open

8.30am - 9am

Year 3 to 6 Class Swimming Lessons

Various start and end times

PFA Meeting

7.30pm – 9pm

Ashburton Pool and Rec
Centre (APARC)
Staffroom

THU 8

Year 5/6 Interschool Sport: Round 1

9am – 11am

Various venues

FRI 9

JOY DAY - All School

FRI 9

Lolly Bag Collection for Ashburton Festival

Before school

Victory Blvd School Gate

FRI 1

Whole School Assembly (All Welcome)

2.40pm – 3.30pm

The Hub

MON 12

Lolly Bag Collection for Ashburton Festival

Before school

Victory Blvd School Gate

TUES 13

Shrove Tuesday

WED 14

Ash Wednesday Whole School Mass

WED 14

Charisma Dance starts

THU 15

Year 3 to 6 Swimming Carnival

9.15am to 12.45pm

APARC

THU 15

Year 5/6 Interschool Sport: Round 2

9am – 11am

Various venues

FRI 16

Year 3 to 6 Pyjama Day @ Swimming

FRI 16

Prep and New Family Welcome Drinks

7.30pm – 10:30pm

See invite page 11

WED 21

8.30am – 12.30pm

Harold Holt Pool

FRI 23

Ashburton Festival cake kits sent home
GIDSSA Swimming Carnival (Selected Year
3 to 6 Students)
Whole School Assembly (All Welcome)

2.40pm – 3.30pm

The Hub

FRI 23

School Enhancement Session

5pm – 7pm

Meet in Staffroom

SUN 25

Ashburton Community Festival

12pm – 7pm

High St, Ashburton

THU 8

Year 5/6 Interschool Sport: Round 3

9am – 11am

Various venues

THU 8

7pm – 8:30pm

The Hub

MON 12

Reconciliation Family Faith Night (Year 3)
STUDENT FREE DAY
and Staff Professional Learning Day
LABOUR DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY

FRI 16

Trivia Night

SUN 18

St Michael’s Open Day

11.30am - 12.30pm

MON 19

Open Day

9.15am - 11am

TUES 20

Reconciliation

7pm - 8pm

WED 21

Open Day

9.15am - 11am

THU 22

Reconciliation

7pm - 8pm

FRI 23

Whole School Assembly (All Welcome)

2.40pm – 3.30pm

SUN 25

Palm Sunday

MON 26

Year 6 Leadership Conference

TUES 27

School Photos

WED 28

Year 3/4 Mass

WED 28

Prep Information Evening 2019

THU 29

Holy Thursday Mass

THURS 29

TERM 1 ENDS

THU 22

10am

St Michael’s Church

All classes to attend
except those at swimming
11am

MARCH

FRI 9

The Hub

7.30pm
3.30pm
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PRINCIPAL’S NEWS
Dear Parents and Caregivers,
Welcome
I warmly welcome you back for the 2018 school year.
I hope you all had an enjoyable and refreshing break,
particularly as once school begins your life becomes
extremely busy. As is usual for Term One, this term
promises to be a busy one. This is indicated by the term
calendar accompanying this Newsletter.
I am very excited about beginning another school year
and I am looking forward to working with you all. Please
contact me if I am able to assist in any way as I will
always do my best to assist. It is my wish that you all
have a rewarding and happy year and I hope you feel
extremely welcome . I sincerely hope that everyone will
be enriched by our school community.
Welcome to our new Staff
I am excited to introduce Dr Troy Potter, our Science
& Technology teacher. Troy was previously teaching at
de La Salle. He also worked in an advisory capacity to
the Dept. of Education and wrote the Science curriculum,
‘Leap into Science’. We look forward to continuing our
strong STEM focus with Troy.
I welcome all of our wonderful teachers. This is an
exciting time for Josie Walton and Elle Smart as they
commence their full-time teaching careers. Welcome to
Emma M, Danny, Erica, Desiree and Lily as they share
their experience, wisdom and innovative learning
strategies and bring us ideas and inspiration from other
schools. Welcome also to Caroline, our new Learning
Support Officer. Throughout the holidays all teachers
have dedicated themselves to organizing their
classrooms and preparing for the school year. The rooms
look fantastic! I am confident the students will have a
happy year of learning.
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Dry River Bed Completion
Over the break the landscapers arrived to complete the
dry river bed as another area of interest and fun for the
children. The area includes a water pump, bridge, deck,
plants and rocks. Thank you to Joanna Slykerman for
working with staff to complete this project. Thank you to
all parents for supporting the Fair, as a small amount of
the funds raised from the Fun Fair contributed to the Dry
River Bed completion which was part of the parent
priority list. The $1649.95 originally raised through the
‘Go Fund Me’ account has also been used. We were also
fortunate to be given a grant through the Community
Development Grants Programme for Native Tree
planting. The majority of funds from the Fun Fair will go
towards constructing a new junior playground. I am
asking for parent volunteers who would consider being
part of a committee to work with the SAC and me to
organise the Junior Playground. Please contact me via
email.
Thank you to our Parents
At the end of last year our staff were treated to the most
beautiful lunch prepared by our parents and supported by
PFA. All Staff are so grateful for this act of kindness and
we felt very spoilt. Our most heartfelt thanks goes to Judy
Bertone for organising the event and setting up our
staffroom to replicate fine dining. Thank you to the
parents and ex students who cooked, made salads,
decorated, served, cleaned and supplied food and
assistance: Judy B, Susan B, Sasha S, Jodie N, Tracey
O, Melissa H, Stacey M, Jacinta S, Grace J, Kate W,
Sarah G, Naomi O, Michelle M, Andrea B and Tas T.
We are so thankful and so fortunate to have such a
supportive parent community.

Farewell to Clare Castle
Unfortunately Clare will be leaving St Michael’s to pursue
her passion for psychology. We wish Clare well as she
completes her Masters degree and studies Art Therapy.
I personally thank Clare for her hard work and dedication
to St Michael’s in her short time with us. I have
advertised for a part-time Office Assistant through the
CEVN website.
Opening School Year Mass Sunday 4th February
Just a reminder that our Opening School Year Mass is
this Sunday at 10.30am. We are so pleased that this
Mass, which marks this important milestone for all
students especially Preps, new families and all of us
working and learning together in 2018, will be celebrated
right at the beginning of our journey together. I
encourage all families to attend.

Year 5/6 Phillip Island Adventure Camp
Due to overbooking by the Phillip Island Adventure Park
our usual Summer Camp will be held on June 18,19, 20
at Philip Island. Nicki Macfarlane has contacted the
Adventure Park to ensure a summer camp will be locked
in for February 2020.

Assembly Week Two
On Friday 9th February at 2:40pm our first official
Assembly will be held in the Hub. All parents,
Prep and New Parents Drinks
grandparents and friends are welcome to attend.
I encourage all Prep and new parents to organise your
At this assembly the school leaders will lead the
baby sitters for Friday 16th February at 7.30pm so you
proceedings and all leaders will receive their badges and
don’t miss out on the Prep and New Parents Drinks.
Rebecca and Travis Mardling have kindly offered to host bomber jackets. I look forward to the many assemblies
the evening and the PFA always provides such wonderful we will enjoy together in 2018.
service, hospitality, food and welcome. Please RSVP to
lisa.higgins@monash.edu. The Prep teachers, Staff and I
look forward to meeting you there.
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PRINCIPAL’S NEWS cont...
Testing Days
Thank you for supporting our student Testing Days.
The teachers are excited to have one on one time
with your child to determine their exact entry point of
learning. The assessment will enable us to know
where your child is at and where to from here. I thank
all parents for supporting our testing arrangements
and today we enjoyed welcoming our new Preps and
all students together. Congratulations to Erin for
setting up the new ‘On Demand’ Mathematics testing
and to Leanne for all the hard work completed in
preparation for the Literacy testing. Both Leaders
worked diligently over the break to ensure a smooth
start to our Testing Days.
Seven to Seven
I wish to inform you of a change to our staff
communication practices. In an effort to assist the
wellbeing of all staff I am encouraging them not to
answer emails from anyone after 7pm and before
7am. Presently our communication policy states you
will receive a reply within 48 hours that has not
changed. We have downloaded an app called
‘Boomerang’ whereby we can set the time a reply
will send. Please support our changed practices and
speak to me if you have any concerns regarding this
change. Naturally if there is an emergency contact
me directly.
School Fees
Thank you to all families for your commitment to
paying your school fees and levies. The fee
statements will be sent home next week. If you
chose to pay in three terms, please ensure your first
payment reaches us by Friday 16 February.
If you attend two or more School Enhancement sessions or are a member of the Parents & Friends core
committee you are eligible for a discount of $200. I thank and appreciate the contribution everyone makes to their
child’s/children’s education.

2018 Staffing and Classroom location
Prep E
Room 4
Erica Cremer
Prep EL
Room 3
Emma Burgess (M, W, Th, F) Laurina van der EL (T)
1/2A
Room 2
Annie-Rose McMahon
1/2D
Room 1
Deanna Imbriano
1/2 R
Room 5
Rachael Lampe
1/2HD
Room 6
Desiree Harding (M, T, Th, F) Helen Meehan (W)
1/2 C
Room 7
Charlotte Mackie
3/4 AL
Room 8
Ann Lagreca (M, T, W) Laurina van der EL (Th, F)
3/4 D
Room 9
Danny Macgill
3/4 J
Room 10
Josie Walton
3/4 M
Room 11
Mike Healy
5/6 R
Room 15
Rachael Miceli
5/6 E
Room 16
Emma Morgan
5/6 ES
Room 17
Elle Smart
In the Parent Handbook which will be available next week the specialists and leadership team will be listed.
I thank all staff for taking up these important roles.
TERM DATES 2018
TERM 1

Thursday 1 February – Thursday 29 March

TERM 2

Monday 16 April – Friday 29 June

TERM 3

Monday 16 July – Friday 21 September

TERM 4

Monday 8 October – Tuesday 18 December

Enjoy a wonderful year!
Marisa Matthys
Principal
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DEPUTY NEWS
Welcome to the beginning of a new school year. I hope you all had a
wonderful break and enjoyed time together as a family. Over the past
two days it has been a pleasure to see the fantastic work being
completed by students and staff. It is a great way for teachers to work
one-on-one with their students, allowing them time to get to know each
other and finding out exactly where we need to go next to further student
learning. I thank all parents and caregivers who have arranged drop off
and pick times and congratulate the students and teachers for the
amazing work they have done together.
Religious Education: Opening School Year Mass
This Sunday 4th February at 10.30am we have our Opening of the School Year Mass. All
families are invited to attend, especially all new preps and students. There will be a small
presentation and welcome from Mrs Matthys and our Year 6 School Leaders, Wellbeing
Leaders and our Social Justice Leader to all of our new students and staff. We are also
looking forward to the beautiful singing of the Excelsis Choir at Mass.
Mini Vinnies
Next week on Monday the Mini Vinnies team will meet for the first time this year. Lent is fast
approaching and this year’s theme is “For a Just Future” so we will be discussing what we
can do at St. Michael’s to share and live out this important message. We will also be organising a roster for our visits to Samarinda Lodge. I invite all Years 3 to 6 students who would
like to be part of the Mini Vinnies Team to attend our first meeting at 2nd break on Monday.

Follow us on Instagram:
st_michaels_ashburton

Lent
Wednesday 14th February is Ash Wednesday which marks the beginning of Lent. All staff and students will be
attending Mass at 10am and we invite all parents and caregivers to join us in the church.
Caritas Friday’s will also begin during Lent whereby classes will be raising money to support those in need.

Learning and Teaching News
This year our focus is on Joy. At St Michael’s we work collaboratively in order to share and experience God’s Joy.
This term students and teachers will be looking at identity within their learning. Good learners know who they are,
their strengths and areas for improvement. For focused learning students need to know what they are learning, why
they are learning it (the purpose for learning), how they can be successful and where to next. This term students and
teachers will be working on co constructing success criteria at the beginning of learning sessions so that expec-

tations are clear.

Erin Nagel, Deputy Principal / RE and Learning & Teaching Leader

GETTING TO KNOW YOU: St Michael’s Staff
Name: Emma Morgan
Birthdate: 3/2/89
Where were you born? St Vincent’s Private, Fitzroy
Primary Education: Sacred Heart, Croydon
Secondary Education: Aquinas College, Ringwood
Tertiary Education: ACU– St. Patrick’s Campus, Fitzroy
Favourite Subject: I like so many! My favourite 3 are: English, Maths and Science
Passionate About: Making artworks and visiting art galleries
What makes you feel happy? To be surrounded by friends and family
What frustrates you? When my coffee runs out!
What is your favourite food? A home cooked roast beef dinner
What is your favourite animal? I absolutely love dogs!
What is your favourite sporting team? I’m not too interested in sport, but Collingwood is my family’s team
If you were a super hero what skill would you like to have? I’d like to be able to fly around and look at
beautiful scenery
Where is your favourite holiday destination? I love the Mornington Peninsula. It is was childhood family
destination. Provides me with great memories.
Which three words describe you best? Enthusiastic, hard-working, compassionate
What are you most looking forward to in 2018? Getting to know the St Michael’s community- particularly
the students in my class. I am looking forward to all of the new experiences that await me this year!
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Message from Fr Laurence
Dear Friends,
Please find below the Official Statement of Archbishop Hart regarding the release of the final
report of the Royal Commission issued on 15 December 2017. You can also watch Archbishop
Hart’s media conference at this link:
http://melbournecatholic.org.au/News/report-released-archbishop-denis-hart-addresses-media- in-melbourne
Through the Royal Commission thousands of victims of childhood sexual abuse have told their stories. We thank the
Commissioners and their staff that every survivor was treated with care and dignity.
As your Parish Priest, I would like to reiterate our sincerest apology to the victims of abuse by clergy and Church personnel.
I acknowledge the shameful past and betrayal of trust that was exposed during the Royal Commission in which the Church’s
prevailing culture of secrecy and self-protection led to so much unnecessary suffering for many victims and their families.
The Commission’s recommendations that have been put forward will be taken and studied seriously by the Church and other
institutions as well. These recommendations will build on the work already being undertaken within the Melbourne Archdiocese to continue to bring much needed change in the Church with regard to child safety and protection for vulnerable adults.
I thank the Parish Child Safety and Professional Standards Committee for their assistance in implementing a range of child
safety policies and procedures within our Parish. We will continue to build a culture within our parish where the safety of
children and vulnerable adults is our paramount consideration and to be vigilant to do all that we can to ensure the safety of
our children.
We continue to pray for the victims and their families and those who have been hurt by the Church. It is my sincere hope that
we move forward together as a humble Church according to the heart of Jesus.
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2018 SCHOOL FEES AND LEVIES
Next week every family will receive their 2018 Fee and Levies Family Invoice which will include all
charges for this year. A breakdown of the levies charged to each year level was outlined in the 2018 Fee
& Levy Schedule sent home at the end of last year. Included with this letter was a ‘Payment Commitment
– Options’ sheet which we requested to be returned to the school with your completed payment option.
Thank you to those families who have indicated their payment preference and to those families who have
already commenced paying their fees and levies.
If you have not completed this sheet, could you do so as soon as possible. If you require any assistance,
please call and ask for Kathy or email kathym@smashburton.catholic.edu.au.

LUNCH ORDERS AND CLASSROOM CUISINE
Just a reminder that children can have lunch orders on Monday and Friday only
starting from tomorrow, Friday 2 February. An updated Price List will be sent home
today on a yellow sheet. Please remember to write your child’s name,
class and room number, lunch order, and price on a paper bag.
Please enclose the correct money. A charge of 10 cents will be made
for each bag supplied by the milk bar.
Classroom Cuisine will commence next week, Monday 5 February. This online lunch
order service is available every day except for Tuesday.

SCHOOL ENHANCEMENT SESSIONS

All of our families are encouraged to participate in our Enhancement Sessions as they are a terrific way to
not only assist our school but also network and make connections with other families. The levy of $200
will be rebated if two or more of these sessions are attended. Please go to www.schoolinterviews.com.au
and use code MA4ZT to register for a session.
Some families have indicated that they are happy to attend the Enhancement Sessions without claiming
the $200 rebate. Please advise the school office if this is your preference.
School Enhancement Sessions in 2018:
Friday 23 February at 5pm – 7pm
Saturday 28 April at 9am – 11am
Saturday 28 July at 9am – 11am
Saturday 8 September at 9am – 11am
Friday 26 October at 5pm – 7pm
Friday 30 November at 5pm – 7pm
We are also seeking a parent to assist with coordination of the Friday Enhancement Sessions.
Please email the Principal, Tim Wrathall tim@wrathall.com or David Thek davidthek@gmail.com
if you are available.
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UNIFORM SHOP
The Uniform Shop will be open on the first Monday the following days in Term 1:
Monday 5th February
Monday 5th March

8:30am to 9:00am
8:30am to 9:00am

We realise that these times may not suit everyone so you can also place your order via our Online Uniform Shop.
Please make sure that you include your contact telephone number as well as your child’s name and class so there is
no delay in getting your items. Please insert your child’s name and class in the “deliver to” field.
Online orders are packed twice a week which are then sent home via the office basket. Returns or items that need
to be exchanged can also be sent via the office basket – please make sure you include your child’s name and class
so that any items can be sent home.
Please remember that we love to receive your used uniforms to sell on the 2 nd hand rack, however please make
sure that they are washed and still in a condition that is suitable to be used.
If you have any questions, please email us at uniformshop@smashburton.catholic.edu.au.
Have a happy Term 1!
Melanie W and Belinda O

ENTERPRISING STUDENTS
An article published on the CatholicCare website on 13 December 2017 http://www.ccam.org.au/news/86/enterprising-students

From peaceful meditation to organised, active fundraising, the students at St Michael’s Primary School in Ashburton
have shown commitment to building a better community. In collaboration with their teachers, the Year 5 and 6
students formed small groups amongst each other, and each group chose a Catholic charity to fundraise for: six of
these groups chose to support CatholicCare.
Each group was given some seed funding to commence their fundraising, with a challenging target being set.
Some of the methods used by the groups included a school-wide uniform-free day, a basketball ‘shoot-out’, bake
sales, making and selling smoothies, selling fruit and popcorn, and a raffle for a hamper of goods. All of these
activities were entirely run by the students, with no help from parents or teachers.
On Monday 11 December, Jeff Wild - Community Engagement Coordinator at CatholicCare - visited the school to
hear more about their enterprising schemes. The visit began with a 15-minute meditation session led by children
from the Prep class, and conducted simultaneously across every classroom. Following this session, students from
each of the six groups took turns in explaining why they had chosen to fundraise for CatholicCare, with responses
being that “CatholicCare helps people of all types and ages”; that “it helps children just like us”; “it helps families in
need”; and “it helps all cultures.”
The students presented Jeff with a total of $1,334 from their efforts,
and in response Jeff commended their work and discussed the
range of services that are provided by CatholicCare, giving them
an overview of what their fundraising efforts will go towards.
The community at St Michael's is making a great contribution to the
lives of the students and to many other families this Christmas, and
they are an inspiration to all.
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SPORT NEWS
Welcome to the new school year everyone. I hope you all stayed fit and healthy over the holidays!
Thank you to parents of Year 3 to 6 students for responding so promptly to Swimming letters sent out via
CareMonkey last week. Swimming lessons for this group will start next Monday 5th February and
conclude on Friday 16th February with a Pyjama Day. We are fortunate to have a wonderful facility such
as the Ashburton Pool and Recreation Centre so close to our school.

Swimming Carnival

On Thursday 15th February all 3 to 6 students will participate in the St Michael’s Swimming Carnival at
Ashburton Pool and Recreation Centre from 9.15am to 12.45pm. This is a fun day where students of all
abilities are able to swim in events of their choosing. If there are any parents or caregivers available to
help out on this day could you please contact me as soon as possible. Sporting events at St Michael’s
continue to run smoothly because of your fantastic support.

Running Club

Running Club will continue in 2018 and will start in Week 3. It
will be held on Tuesday mornings from 7.50am - 8.30am starting
on the tennis courts. This is a great opportunity for students of
all levels to come together and enjoy both the physical and
social benefits of regular exercise.
Nicki Macfarlane, Sports Coordinator and PE Teacher
nmacfarlane@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

ART AND TINKERING CLUB
Welcome Back Everyone!
Art and Tinkering Club will begin on Monday 12th February and will
be held each Monday (11.00am - 11.30am), during first break.
All students are welcome to come and go as they please and work
on any project that interests them.
Please begin to drop in all the treasures that you have saved over the holidays to the art room verandah
door. Please do not take donations to the office.
We are always in need of fabric and textile scraps, boxes, plastic containers, cardboard tubes and off
cuts, broken electrical goods and other house hold recyclable items.
We do not use toilet rolls, old milk bottles, glass jars and bottles or any electrical goods with glass or sharp
cutting edges.
If you donate a printer please remove the print cartridges (these are usually able to be recycled in print
stores).
Thank you very much for your continued support of the Art and Tinkering Club.

Deb Chapman
Visual Arts Teacher
dchapman@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
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A Walking School Bus is a way to encourage primary school children to walk to and from school rather than being
driven. The children walk in a group with an adult "driver" at the front and an adult "conductor" at the rear.
The WSB program provides significant benefits to its users:1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Increases physical activity. It is healthy to walk and combats the inactivity that is a threat to our
children's health.
Reinforces road safety. It introduces children into being street and traffic wise. STOP, LOOK,
LISTEN, THINK
Children arrive at school alert and motivated
Enjoyable and social experience being part of a group/team
Children become more familiar with their neighbourhood.
It's fun for kids and adults.
Each time a child walks in the WSB they earn a house point.

The Walking School Bus (WSB) will run again this year every Friday commencing on the 9th of February!
Thank you to all those parents who have volunteered
to be bus drivers and conductors again for 2018.
Without them the WSB would not be possible.
Currently we have volunteers for the Purple, Blue and
Orange routes to be running. We need a few more
volunteer drivers / conductors for the Green and
Yellow routes, as without them they currently will
not run this term.
We are looking forward to welcoming new walkers
onto the WSB. If your child / children are interested in
joining the Walking School Bus on Friday mornings
please collect a form from the office and return it via
the office basket or email to smash.wsb@gmail.com.
The more walkers we have the better the walk will be!
If your child / children were registered and walked last
year you must register again this year.

If you would like to get involved or have
any questions or ideas please contact
Steve on 0409850444 (Rachel 5/6R).

We look forward to seeing you
walking to school!
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Thank you for your patience as we roll out our new
online system, CareMonkey.
Thank you to the Year 3-6 parents who have been
the first to receive Swimming Permission forms
and have completed these online.

We hope that this quickly becomes an easy and
user friendly communications tool for us all to
work with.
Please be understanding as we iron out any issues
that arise.

SOUTH CAMBERWELL TENNIS
CLUB: SEEKING SOCIAL MEMBERS
Are you interested in playing social tennis?
Please enquire about joining our Club!
We play social tennis on both Monday and
Thursday mornings and would suggest that
perhaps parents who are dropping off their children
at school, may like to join us and play social
tennis.
We play on Monday between 11 - 1 pm or
Thursday mornings between 9.30 am and 1 pm.
Weekend tennis is also a available
from 10.30am onwards.
We are a friendly social and multicultural tennis
club. We pride ourselves on making our members
feel wanted, relaxed and included. Our facilities
are exemplary. Our fees are perhaps the most
inexpensive in Melbourne and we welcome all
standards of tennis.
For further information, please contact me on
0408051644 or visit our Website on http://
sites.google.com/site/sctennis1936/
Helen Webster, Membership Secretary of SCTC
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