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FASTING AND FEASTING  
 
Fast from discontent      Feast on gratitude 
Fast from anger     Feast on patience 
Fast from pessimism     Feast on optimism 
Fast from worry     Feast on divine order 
Fast from thoughts of illness    Feast on the healing power of God 
Fast from emphasis on differences     Feast on the unity of all life 
Fast from complaining       Feast on appreciation 
Fast from judging others       Feast on Christ dwelling within them 
Fast from words that pollute       Feast on phrases that purify 
Fast from negatives      Feast on affirmatives 
Fast from bitterness      Feast on forgiveness 
Fast from self-concern      Feast on compassion for others 
Fast from discouragement       Feast on hope 
Fast from suspicion       Feast on truth 
Fast from thoughts that weaken       Feast on promises that inspire. 

AMEN 
 
By William Arthur Ward 
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TERM DATES 2018 

TERM 1 Thursday 1 February – Thursday 29 March 

TERM 2 Monday 16 April – Friday 29 June 

TERM 3 Monday 16 July – Friday 21 September 

TERM 4 Monday 8 October – Tuesday 18 December 

MARCH    

FRI 2 Parent Helpers Literacy Course 9am  Staffroom 

THU 8 Year 5/6 Interschool Sport: Round 3 9am – 11am Various venues 

THU 8 Reconciliation Family Faith Night (Year 3) 7pm – 8:30pm The Hub 

FRI 9 
STUDENT FREE DAY  
Staff Professional Learning Day 

  

MON 12 LABOUR DAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY   

THURS 15 Parent Teacher Child Conversations 
12pm—8pm 
(NB Early Dismissal) 

The Hub 

FRI 16 Parent Helpers Literacy Course 9am  Staffroom 

SUN 18 Open Day 11.30am - 12.30pm  

MON 19 Open Day 6pm- 7pm   

TUES 20 
Reconciliation (Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion) 

7pm - 8pm  

WED 21 
Open Day 
Dressed by Vincent Fashion Parade 

9.15am - 11am 
1pm 

 

THU 22 
Reconciliation (Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion) 

7pm - 8pm  

FRI 23 Whole School Assembly (All Welcome) 2.40pm – 3.30pm The Hub 

FRI 23 Trivia Night      Starts 7pm/Trivia at 7.30pm The Hub 

SUN 25 Palm Sunday   

MON 26 Year 6 Leadership Conference   

TUES 27 School Photos   

WED 28 Year 3/4 Mass   

WED 28 Prep Information Evening 2019 7.30pm Black Box Theatre 

THU 29 Holy Thursday Mass   

THUR 29 Easter Egg Raffle Drawn   

THURS 29 TERM 1 ENDS 3.30pm  

APRIL 16 April Term 2 Starts   

WED 26 Anzac Day Public Holiday   

FRI 20 Whole School Assembly (All Welcome)  2.40 - 3.30pm The Hub  

MAY    

TUE 1 Samarinda Lodge Visit   

SUN 6 Women’s Mass and  Breakfast   

THUR 10 First Eucharist Family Faith Night 7pm The Hub  

DIARY DATES Term 1, 2018 
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PRINCIPAL’S NEWS 

Dear Parents, Caregivers, 

Prep and New Parents Welcome Drinks  

Congratulations to Rebecca and Trav Mardling for hosting such 
a wonderful evening on Friday 16th February at the Prep and 
New Families Welcome Drinks. Thank you to the PFA for or-
ganising this event and I especially thank Kate M, Virginia S, 
Linda S, Jo B, Clare L, Caroline G and the team of women 
greeting people, serving food and cleaning. Our gratitude 
must also go to the Year One parents for supplying the  

delicious food. I also thank the staff who attended. This event 
thoroughly highlights the true welcoming nature of our great 
community. 

Swimming Carnival 

On Thursday 15th March St Michael’s held the annual Year 3 to 
Year 6 swimming carnival. Congratulations to Nicki Macfarlane 
for organising the event and to all teachers and staff in  

attendance, for their support. A huge thank you to the multi-
tude of parent helpers who scored, marshalled and generally 
helped out on the day. We couldn’t run this event without 
your help. Our gratitude is also extended to the Sports  

Leaders for their encouragement and support. They were 
amazing ambassadors. Congratulations to Blue Team who won 
the event and to Red Team who secured the Spirit Award for 
2018. Take a look at the photos further in the newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reconciliation Faith Night 

Next Thursday 8th March Ingrid Green will facilitate a  

Reconciliation faith evening for the Year Three students and 
their parents. It is a wonderful evening to work and grow  

together to understand the importance of our Sacraments. I 
thank the Year Three teachers, Erin Nagel and Gail Ryan for 
organising the evening. 

Parent Information Evenings  

After seeking feedback, the teachers and I have concluded 
that information regarding Assessment and Data collection is 
the most sought after information required by Parents. We 
invite all interested parents to attend an Assessment and Data 
Collection Information evening date TBA. The evening will also 
give parents the opportunity to meet the Staff and ask any 

further questions you might have about Learning and  

Teaching. 

Class Representatives 

Please consider becoming a class representative. Stacey 
McKenna is seeking Class reps for a number of classes. This is 
a vital role of communication and providing care and  

community support. Please contact Stacey McKenna (William 
3/4 J & Addison 3/4 AL) on 0402843432 
or Stacey_furniss@hotmail.com to nominate yourself or if you 
have any queries about the role. 

Ashburton Festival 

Congratulations to Jackie Lockwood, Jacinta Gordon, Nerine 

Wilson, Sonya Middleton, Tiffany Tan and Augarette Malki for 

organising the St Michael’s Cake Stall at the Ashburton  

Festival. Thank you to all of our families for your generous 

donation of lollies, cakes and slices. It was wonderful to see 

our stall so laden with delicious cakes. It is a great opportunity 

to show off the amazing support given by so many at  

St Michael’s. Thank you also to the School Advisory Council for 

selling the Parish raffle tickets and promoting our great school 

through your presence and handing out brochures about our 

school. The festival was a great success and the stall raised 

over $3000. Well done to everyone involved. 

Maintenance Committee/School Enhancement 

Thank you to Tim Wrathall and Dave Thek who organised last 
Friday’s Enhancement session. Twelve families attended and a 
great deal was achieved in the two hours. If you wish to  

receive the $200 rebate attendance at two of our working 
bees is essential. Please check the calendar for more details. 

 

mailto:Stacey_furniss@hotmail.com
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PRINCIPAL’S NEWS cont… 

Parent Teacher Child Conversations 

On Thursday the 15th of March, the teachers will be meeting with parents and students to discuss the strengths, challenges and 
goals for learning of our students. It is incredibly important that each student attend these meetings as it sets the focus for 
future learning for your child. The teachers will be sharing the assessment data and ‘Where to next’ for your child. OSHC  

Extend will be open from 12pm as the students will be dismissed early at 12pm. The Conversations will be held in the Hub. 
Please ensure you have booked a time through www.schoolinterviews.com.au Code xzzmm 

 

Caritas Fridays 
Congratulations to everyone in our community for your generous support of our Caritas days. Our first Friday in Lent, 23rd  

February was Superheroes. The children had the privilege of participating in this day for a gold coin donation. We are thrilled 
that the money raised is going to those less fortunate than ourselves. This is tangible Social Justice. This Friday for a gold coin 
donation, the students and Staff will have an opportunity to play Joy Bingo. 

 

St Michael’s Open Days 
On Sunday the 18th March, Erin, the School Leaders and I will be showcasing our school. The Open day begins at 11:30am and 
finishes at 12:30pm. Our other Open Days are Monday 19th March at 6pm-7pm and Wednesday 21st March at 9:15am until 
11am. Please tell your friends and family to come along and meet me and our wonderful student leaders and to hear about our 
exciting plans for the future and the excellent learning opportunities our school provides. Enrolments are now open for 2019.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maintenance Committee/School Enhancement 

Congratulations to Dominik (Prep E), Linda and Eid-Kheong Goh on the birth of a beautiful 
baby girl Maxie-Lin Goh. 

 

 

 

 

 

Marisa Matthys 

Principal 
 

http://www.schoolinterviews.com.au
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DEPUTY NEWS 
 
DEPUTY NEWS, 

 
PARENT, CHILD AND TEACHER CONVERSATIONS 
Parent, Teacher and Child Conversations will be held on Thursday 15th March. Each chat will go for 15 
minutes and involve discussing your child’s current learning and the learning goals they are setting and 
then working on. Please log onto school interviews and use the event code xzzmm then select the time 
most appropriate for you. 
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Caritas Friday 
This Friday for Caritas, the 3/4s are running Spreading Joy Bingo. Students are invited to bring a gold coin 
so they can participate in the class bingo game. Teachers and Year 3/4 students will be looking for those 
who are spreading joy and going out of their way to help others. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Friday 16th February we were very fortunate to have special guest speakers from Caritas visit the 
Year 5/6 students.  Gwen Michener facilitated a workshop for the students and Janak Sharma from  
Caritas Nepal shared a presentation about his work empowering others. The students enjoyed the day 
and have shared a piece of persuasive writing further in the newsletter.  
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Follow us on Instagram: 
st_michaels_ashburton 

Lent and Mini Vinnies 

 
Our Mini Vinnies Team, Social Justice Leader and Wellbeing Leaders 
have been handing out  
tokens to students that they see sharing joy with one another and to 
those that make someone’s day happier. Next week we have a group of 
11 students from the Mini Vinnies Team visiting  
Samarinda Lodge to share stories and sing some songs. 
 
The Mini Vinnies Team is very excited to announce that on Wednesday 
21st March at 1pm the Mini Vinnies Team in conjunction with the Ash-
burton St Vincent de Paul Society will be holding a “Dressed by Vincent” 
Fashion Parade. Everyone is invited to purchase a $2 entry ticket to at-
tend our Fashion Parade. Tickets will go on sale on Tuesday 13th 
March. For those who would like to model “Dressed by Vincent” Fashion 
they can purchase a $5 ticket to enter. Once models have paid their  
entry fee they are to purchase their “Fashion” from the St Vincent de Paul Store located on Warrigal Rd. 
Models limited to 30. So first in best "Dressed by Vincent".  

Reconciliation 
 
Next Thursday, the 8th March is our Family Faith Evening for Reconciliation. It starts at 7pm and we are 
very fortunate to have Ingrid Green an Education in Faith consultant from Catholic Education Melbourne 
coming to facilitate the evening for us. All families will be provided with an information sheet about how to 
register online for their preferred date for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. The dates are the 20th and 
22nd March. 

CAREMONKEY UPDATE: 
 
Thank you to those who have responded to all of the eforms that have been sent home. An  
important update was sent out last week. It is a Digital Permission Form that requires parent and caregiv-
ers responses to grant permission for students photos to be used online and for their work samples to be 
published. It is a different from the Digital User Agreement in which parents and students were required to 
sign the guidelines for usage. It is extremely urgent that 
you respond to both the permission form and policy as 
soon as possible. 
 

NATIONAL RIDE2SCHOOL DAY 
 
On Friday 23rd March we are participating in  
National Ride2School day. Miss Nicki and the  
sports leaders will reward all students who ride,  
walk, scoot or skate to school with a point for  
their house.  
 

Erin Nagel, 
Deputy Principal/Ed in Faith Leader and Learning &  
Teaching Leader 
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Prep E 

Lachlan H - for creating imaginative illustrations to support his writing.  

Bonnie L - For demonstrating the SMASH expectation of 'show respect' by 

consistently modelling appropriate behaviours when listening to her teachers 

and peers. Leo G -  For making a fantastic start to his learning journey at St 

Michael’s by actively building friendships and involving himself in activities.  

 

1/2 C 

Mia P For making progress through perseverance. Keep showing us the resili-

ence you have Mia, you have made such an improvement by coming in to start 

the day with a smile on your face.   

Tom J Reading award. Taking ownership of your learning by making a great 

start on your reading log. You are independently recording the details and 

doing it at school in the morning if you had forgotten the night before!  

Tayla M SMASH award for Make a Difference. Making a difference to our 

classroom environment. You regularly show initiative by offering assistance to 

anyone who needs it. 

Thank you for making a difference to the learning in 1/2C 

 
1/2R 

William W - For his beautiful writing piece - keeping the reader interested in 

his writing through the whole piece.  

Maddie T - Helping others by Always looking out for the needs of others. Mad-

die, you are always looking for ways you can help others in our class and have 

been an excellent role model. Thank you for making our classroom a better 

place.  

1/2HD  

Annabel W- Asking questions to expand your vocabulary and sharing your 

computer knowledge with others.  

William G - Consistently reading each night and contributing to discussions 

during focus reading groups.  

Holly G - SMASH Award -  Demonstrating Positive Body Language 

Listening attentively during mat time and sharing thoughtful, reflective re-

sponses during class discussions. 

3/4J 

Annabel E -  Showing Respect by Always being ready to learn and creating a 

positive learning environment for all students. You bring so much joy to our 

classroom.  

Olivia K -For embracing feedback about her work and, as a result, writing an 

incredible Sizzling Start. Keep up the amazing work!   

 

5/6E 
Amelia D - for displaying the school expectations of ‘making a difference’ by 
extending the class’ thinking when discussing our class novel ‘The Lion, The 
Witch and the Wardrobe.’ Thank you for supporting others to define and 
clarify new vocabulary. Well done, Amelia!  

5/6 E  
Students of the week  

Adam J - for his positive attitude when completing challenging work tasks, 
his outstanding contributions in the classroom and his maturity and willing-
ness to help others on the playground. Go, Adam!  

William N - for taking risks in his learning by contributing to whole class and 
small group discussions. Well done for demonstrating the courage to share 
your ideas and deepen your learning. Go, Will! 

3/4M 
Ella R - For displaying the school expectation of Show Respect by listening 
carefully to teacher instruction. You are very attentive when others are speak-
ing and you demonstrate wonderful listening skills when we begin each lesson 
and listen to our Learning Intention and Success Criteria.   
Jeremy M - By demonstrating an openness to share about who you are as an 
individual and as a learner. Your enthusiasm is infectious. I really look forward 
to getting to know you more throughout the year.   
Harriette K - By demonstrating your skills in meeting the success criteria in 
focus reading groups. You demonstrated to the group scanning the text to find 
information when answering questions. 

3/4AL 
James K - for Making a Difference by Being Inclusive. James Harris for Making 
a Difference by Being Inclusive.  
Addison M - For showing great resilience and determination during the 
Swimming Carnival.  
Felicity C - For being a role model by displaying active listening and partici-
pating in classroom discussions.  
Angus Tu For sharing his excellent spelling skills with his classmates.  
Chiara G - For showing initiative by acting when she saw need. 

5/6E 

Sophia H - (SMASH AWARD): For displaying the school expectation  of acting 

responsibly by following the teacher’s directions organising her      resources 

quickly and for setting the example of expected behaviours for her peers.  

Lucy B - for her willingness to contribute to class discussions and for her 

confidence when reading aloud to the class.  

Samuel G -for his willingness to engage in all learning tasks and for his  display 

of confidence when interacting with new people at St. Michael’s. 

PREP AND NEW FAMILIES WELCOME DRINKS: THANK YOU! 

Friday 16th
 February saw a fabulous night enjoyed by Prep parents and parents new to St Michael's. They were warmly  

welcomed to the school at the home of Rebecca and Travis Mardling, and expertly catered for, and waited on, by the Year 1 
families. The night was a great success with new friendships made and old friends enjoying the chance to catch up. 

A very big thank you to everyone who helped make the evening possible; those who provided the delicious food – Kate M, 
Virginia S, Linda S, Jo B, Clare L, Caroline G, Mel B, Angela N, Kylie H, Cassie K, Sally D, Laura S, Cristina K, Louise S, Jamie S, 
Elena S, Catherine K; the wonderful workers on the evening - Kate M, Virginia S, Linda S, Jo B, Clare L, Caroline G; the PFA for 
providing the welcome drinks, and in particular the Mardling family for opening their home for this very special occasion. 

Lisa Higgins (Sophie 1/2HD, James 5/6ES) 
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU  : St Michael’s Staff 

 
Name: Elle Smart 

Birthdate: 11/5/1992 

Where were you born? Mercy Maternity in East Melbourne 

Primary Education: Holy Family/ Loreto Mandeville Hall 

Secondary Education: Loreto Mandeville Hall 

Tertiary Education: Monash University/Melbourne University 

Favourite Subject: Geography 

Passionate About: Music 

What makes you feel happy? Singing 

What frustrates you? Time wasters 

What is your favourite food? Sushi 

What is your favourite animal? Dogs 

What is your favourite sporting team? The Saints 

If you were a super hero who would you be and why? The Hulk because he is indestructible 

Where is your favourite holiday destination? Noosa in Qld 

Which three words describe you best? Vibrant, Sporty and Musical 

What are you most looking forward to in 2018? Completing my first year of teaching and all the 

knowledge that will come with this amazing profession. 
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ART AND TINKERING CLUB 
 
Welcome Back Everyone! 
 
Art and Tinkering Club will be held each Tuesday (11.00am - 11.30am), during first break. All students are welcome 
to come and go as they please and work on any project that interests them. 
 
Please begin to drop in all the treasures that you have saved over the holidays to the art room veranda door. Please 
do not take donations to the office. We are always in need of fabric and textile scraps, boxes, plastic containers, 
cardboard tubes and off cuts, broken electrical goods and other house hold recyclable items. 
 
We do not use toilet rolls, egg cartoons, old milk bottles, glass jars and bottles or any electrical goods with glass or 
sharp cutting edges. If you donate a printer please remove the print cartridges (these are usually able to be recy-
cled in print stores). 
 
 
Thank you very much for your continued support of the Art and Tinkering Club. 

 
Deb Chapman 
 
Visual Arts Teacher 
dchapman@smashburton.catholic.edu.au 

School Advisory Council (SAC) Update 

 
The SAC met for the first time in 2018 on 15 February, allowing us to welcome Briana Kotzapavlidis and Tim Wrathall to the 

Committee. Tim and Briana join Augarette Malki (Deputy Chair), Jason Hay (Secretary), Jerome Durkin and I as parent repre-

sentatives on the SAC. 

Our first meeting provided an opportunity to review the SAC charter, and to renew our commitment to the work of the SAC, 

being primarily to provide advice and support to Marisa and Fr Laurence, to review school policies, and to monitor the 

school’s progress against each sphere of the School Improvement Plan (SIP). Consistent with this program, the SAC will be re-

viewing the IT use policies at the March meeting, and we also look forward to an update on Leadership & Management under 

the SIP. 

I encourage any parents who are interested in the work of the SAC to get in touch with me, and I look forward to seeing  

St Michael's Parish School go from strength to strength in 2018. 

Michael Fletcher (Chairman)  

mailto:dchapman@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
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School Wide Positive Behaviour Support  

We would like to introduce new families to our `SMASH expectations’. The SMASH expectations are behaviours which we ex-
pect our whole community to display. 
 
Our `Steps to Reminders poster,’ explains the process that we follow if a child has not followed a SMASH expectation. When a 
child is given a ‘reminder’ they will be retaught the behaviour that is expected of them. We see this as a teaching opportunity in 
order to assist the students to display the expectations regularly. At St Michael's we have a big emphasis on explicitly teaching 
children expected behaviours and providing them with support if they need it. 
 
Each week we have a specific focus from our `Matrix of Expected Behaviours’ which the whole school will focus on. So far they 
have been: Act Responsibly by modelling appropriate behaviours and Show Respect by displaying positive body language 
 

 

Calling All Year Four and Five Students who would like to join the SWPBS Team! 

The SWPBS team are looking for one Year Four and one Year Five student to join Tess B, Alyssia G, Sophie R and the SWPBS 
team. If you are interested in applying please send your application addressing the below criteria to Mrs Matthys  

principal@smashburton.catholic.edu.au and Miss Mackie by Monday March 5th  2018. 

 Why are you applying to join the SWPBS team? 
 

 What ideas do you have to ensure our school remains a positive environment? 
 

 What skills do you have that will support you in this role? 
 
If you are successful, this will be an ongoing position. We will be interviewing for the position once applications have been re-
ceived. 
 
If you would like any further information on anything related to SWPBS please feel free to contact me. 
Charlotte Mackie cmackie@smashburton.catholic.edu.au 

Year 1/2 Teacher & School Wide Positive Behaviour Support Leader 

mailto:principal@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
mailto:cmackie@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
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Dear Parents, 
Our year is off to a great start!  Initial assessments are complete, planning meetings have involved much 
analysis of data and in all classrooms the children are enjoying engaging Literacy learning opportunities.   
In this year’s newsletters I will post some updates about what is happening in our classrooms, some current 
Literacy research and include some strategies you may like to use at home in support of your child’s speak-
ing, reading, writing and spelling development. 
 
Reading with your child   
Reading to and with your child, even when he or she is able to read independently is widely recognised as 
important to Literacy development.  The following article by researcher Margaret Merga outlines the bene-
fits and fun in sharing books with your child. 
http://theconversation.com/research-shows-the-importance-of-parents-reading-with-children-even-after-
children-can-read-82756 

Celebrating Growth 

At St Michael’s we regularly gather student data to measure student learning, inform our teaching and re-
flect on the effectiveness of instruction. One important way we do this, is to analyse the text level of our 
Prep, Year One and Year Two students throughout the year. The November data is forwarded to Catholic 
Education Melbourne. 
We would like to share with you the outstanding Reading text level growth achieved over recent years. This 

data affirms the hard work and dedication of our Prep, Year One and Two teachers.   

It is also evidence of the strong home and school partnership we share in fostering the Reading growth of 

children at St Michael’s. Congratulations all!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Classroom Literacy Assistant Workshops 2018 

At St Michael’s we welcome the assistance of parents and carers in our Literacy programs. To enable you 
to work with us in classrooms, we would like to invite you to attend a Classroom Literacy Assistant Work-
shop. 
During this workshop we will discuss the expectations of assisting in the classroom and explore some of 
the strategies to implement when working with students. 
The sessions will run for approximately two hours at St Michael’s on: 
Friday 2nd March 2018   9 - 11 am 

Friday 16th March 2018  9 - 11 am     NB It is necessary to attend only ONE of these sessions 

If you are interested in working in our classrooms and would like to attend a workshop please email 
me,  lgibbs@smashburton.catholic.edu.au  to indicate which time you prefer.   

NB You must also obtain a Working with Children check to assist in the classroom. 
If you have previously attended a workshop, it is not necessary to attend again but you are most welcome 
to do so. 
 

Reading Text Levels     St Michael’s School Ashburton 

Assessment Period 
Two      (November) 

Prep students 
Text L 10 /above 

Year One students 
Text L20 / above 

Year Two Students 
Text L 28 

2013 61% 86% 83% 

2014 53% 82% 85% 

2015 50% 73% 88% 

2016 84% 85% 84% 

2017 86% 98% 90% 

http://theconversation.com/research-shows-the-importance-of-parents-reading-with-children-even-after-children-can-read-82756
http://theconversation.com/research-shows-the-importance-of-parents-reading-with-children-even-after-children-can-read-82756
mailto:lgibbs@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
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2018 SCHOOL FEES AND LEVIES   

Family invoices have been sent home to all families (Please let Kathy know if you have not received 
yours). Thank you to those families who paid their school fees and have already commenced their  
payment plans. 
If you require any assistance, please call and ask for Kathy or email 
kathym@smashburton.catholic.edu.au. 

 

CSEF (Camps, Sports, Excursion Fund) 
Families who have a current health care card may be eligible for the Government's Camps, Sports, Excur-
sions Fund (CSEF) payment. Application forms may be collected from the school office. Applications will 
be lodged this week. 

 

LUNCH ORDERS AND CLASSROOM CUISINE 

Children can have lunch orders from the milk bar on Monday and Friday only.  An 
updated Price List has been sent home for your information.  Please remember to 
write your child’s name, class and room number, lunch order, and price on a 
paper bag.  Please  enclose the correct money.  A charge of 10 cents will be 
made for each bag supplied by the milk bar. 
 
 

 
Classroom Cuisine is an online lunch order service available every day except for 
Tuesday.  
 

 
 

 
SCHOOL ENHANCEMENT SESSIONS 
All of our families are encouraged to participate in our Enhancement Sessions as they are a terrific way to 
not only assist our school but also network and make connections with other families. The levy of $200 
will be rebated if two or more of these sessions are attended.   
 
Please go to www.schoolinterviews.com.au and use code ma4zt to register for a session. 
 
 

Some families have indicated that they are happy to attend the Enhancement Sessions without claiming 
the $200 rebate.  Please advise the school office if this is your preference. 

 
School Enhancement Sessions in 2018: 

 
Saturday 28 April at 9am – 11am 
Saturday 28 July at 9am – 11am 
Saturday 8 September at 9am – 11am 
Friday 26 October at 5pm – 7pm 
Friday 30 November at 5pm – 7pm 

 
 

LOST PROPERTY 

LOST PROPERTY: We have many unnamed items in the Lost Property Box. Please come and look 
for your child’s items. Please make sure that your child’s clothing/items are named clearly, this would help 
greatly.  

mailto:kathym@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
http://www.schoolinterviews.com.au
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Uniform Shop News – Winter Jackets 

 

 

 

For orders please go to www.smashburton.catholic.edu.au, select Community and Uniform. 

 

All orders need to be received on-line by the end of March. 

We suggest you do check sizing as we are unable to offer exchange or refunds on these jack-
ets. 

Winter Jackets will again be available this year. 

 
The jacket is only available via the uniform shop website 
and is only available on a pre-order basis 

We will only order the number of jackets required  
and these will be delivered early in Term 2. 

Jackets are $55 each.   

Sample jackets will be available to try on  
at the uniform shop on: 
 

Monday 5
th

 March 8.30-9.00am 

Tuesday 13
th

 March 3.30-4.00pm 

http://www.smashburton.catholic.edu.au
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St Michael’s Combined Catholic Parishes Raffle 2018 

3 x All new Suzuki Baleno cars to be won! 

 

4th / 5th prizes – Coles / Myer Gift Card value @ $1000 each, 

6th to 14th prize – Coles / Myer Gift Card value @ $500 each 

For your chance to win one of these fabulous prizes and to support St Michael’s Parish we 

ask St Michael’s School families to purchase tickets at $2.00each. Whole books of 10 raffle 

tickets are also available for collection if you wish to sell them. Tickets are available at 

School Office. Draw date 2nd June 2018.  

Thank you for supporting St Michael’s Parish 
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SPORT NEWS 
Football Session 

Students from all levels enjoyed Football sessions run by Hugh from local club Ashy Redbacks.  

Glen Iris District Swimming Carnival 2018 

St Michael’s Primary School swimmers once again did us proud at the 
GIDSSA (Glen Iris District School Sport Association) Swimming Carnival 
at Harold Holt Pool.  

All competitors were positive, enthusiastic and encouraging of  
others. Thanks to Rachael Miceli, Jordan, and all parents who assisted 
and supported on the day. A special thanks to Renee Young, Tamara 
Menegola for acting as timers. Congratulations to the following students 
who have been selected to represent the Glen Iris District at the Division 

finals Tuesday 6th March at Monash Aquatic Centre. 

Sam B, Ella Y, Isabella B, Sophie W, Evelyn M, Claire B, Alice O and Abigail G. 

Nicki Macfarlane, Sports Coordinator and  
PE Teacher: nmacfarlane@smashburton.catholic.edu.au 
 
 

Swimming Carnival 2018 

I would like to thank all students, teachers and parents for making the Swimming Carnival such a fantastic success. It was  
wonderful to see everyone participating and enjoying themselves.  

A special thanks to Sports Captains for their enthusiasm and support 
and also to Sam G and Barbara K for capturing the event with such 
fabulous photos. This day was a great celebration of all the skills 
learned during Term One swimming lessons. 

Results were as follows: 
1st - Blue 
2nd - Green 
3rd - Red 
4th - Gold 
Spirit Award - Red House 

Congratulations to the following students who were selected to rep-
resent St Michael’s at the GIDSSA (Glen Iris District School Sport Association) Swimming Carnival at Harold Holt Pool on Thurs-
day 22nd February. 
 
Isabella B, Amelie M, Lucas F, Aiden O, Sophie W, Emelia S, Serena O, Christian T, Hugo M, Zander A, Lucy B, Adam J, Sienna S-A, 
Ella Y, Olivia D, Skylar S, Bec C, Sarah S, Oliver G, Logan B, Will N, Amelie N, Evelyn M, Abigail G, Jonathan M-D, Claire B, Alice O, 
Sam H, Will H, Sam B, Domenic P. 

mailto:nmacfarlane@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
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The Walking School Bus (WSB) is off a flying start with many of our Superheroes earning points for their school house. Blue, 
Purple and Orange routes are operational every Friday.  If you have registered and not walking … WHERE ARE YOU? Remember, 
the more walkers we have the better the walk will be! Contact Steve the WSB Coordinator if you have any questions.  

A Walking School Bus is a way to encourage primary school children to walk to and from school rather than being driven. The 
children walk in a group with an adult "driver" at the front and an adult "conductor" at the rear.   
The WSB program provides significant benefits to its users:- 

1. Increases physical activity. It is healthy to walk and combats the inactivity that is a threat to our children's 
health. 

2. Reinforces road safety. It introduces children into being street and traffic wise. STOP, LOOK, LISTEN, THINK 
3. Children arrive at school alert and motivated. 
4. Enjoyable and social experience being part of a group/team. 
5. Children become more familiar with their neighbourhood. 
6. It's fun for kids and adults. 
7. Each time a child walks in the WSB they earn a house point. 

 
The Walking School Bus (WSB) will run again this year every Friday commencing on the 9th of February!  

A special thank you to all our volunteer drivers and conductors for making it possible for the kids to participate this year. We 
are still looking for bus drivers and conductors for the Green and Yellow routes 
which are not operational as yet. 

If you would like to get involved or have any questions or ideas please contact Steve 
on 0409850444 (Rachel 5/6R) or smash.wsb@gmail.com 

We are looking forward to welcoming new walkers  onto the WSB. If your child / 
children are interested in joining the Walking School Bus on Friday mornings please 
collect a form from the office and return it via the office basket or email to 
smash.wsb@gmail.com. 

The more walkers we have the better the walk will be!  
 
If your child / children were registered and walked last year you must register again this 
year. 
 
 

We look forward to seeing you  
walking to school! 

about:blank
about:blank
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 Written by Grade 5/6E 

Donate now! 
 
Do you really think the world is perfect? Do we really do everything we can to help the poor? You know 
that the answer to both of these questions is ‘no!’ 
 
The Grade 5/6 students at St Michael’s believe that everyone should donate money to Caritas as part of 
their Lenten ‘Project Compassion’ fundraiser. Caritas has been making a difference in our world since 
1964 - that’s over 50 years! There are many reasons why we believe you should donate money and  
continue this great legacy. 
 
You can’t ignore the fact that nearly half of the world’s population lives in poverty. Approximately 8% of 
the world’s population lives in extreme poverty. By donating money to Caritas through Project  
Compassion, you will be ensuring people have a meal to eat. You wouldn’t really let a family starve, 
would you? This is not just happening overseas. Did you know that 731,000 children in Australia are  
living in poverty? We are absolutely certain that people would benefit from your donations. Some people 
are living on less than $2.50 a day, and your pocket change could make a huge difference to their lives. 
 
We absolutely know that you will agree to donating money in support of education and training for  
people less fortunate than yourself. Next time you’re whining about getting out of bed to go to school in 
the morning, think about those children who are so disadvantaged that they can’t even afford to attend 
school. By donating a small amount of money, it will not only be beneficial for them, it will also be  
beneficial for you as you will feel joyful knowing that you have helped change someone else’s life. Don’t 
you want to feel like you’ve made a difference in the world? Just $15 can allow a young person to attend 
high school and progress towards a better future. $350 can provide a year of remedial tutoring for a 
young refugee who has missed school due to war or conflict. You simply must donate to Project  
Compassion, in support of education. 
 
Have you ever considered the dirty conditions and poor hygiene experienced by other countries?  
8% of our world do not have a proper toilet to use. Instead of thinking about spending five extra dollars 
on the fanciest toilet paper, we should consider the people who do not have access to proper toilets. 
Your $5 dollars can go to making their sanitation infrastructure better. This is why you must donate  
money to people less fortunate, and improve their wellbeing. 
 
Caritas Australia works to end poverty and promote justice in over 27 countries throughout Africa, Asia, 
Latin America, Australia, and the Middle East. With your donations you can help more people have a  
fulfilling life and future. If we all put in just a little bit, we can make a big difference in our world. We  
believe that you should donate money to Caritas to eradicate poverty, provide education and improve 
sanitation. Donate today! 
 
 
Written by Alyssia G, Amelia D, Catalina J, Rachel M, Emelia S, Sarah S, Samuel G, Michael N, Sophie R,  
Sareena O, Amelie M 
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Thank you for your patience as we roll out our new online system, CareMonkey.  

We hope that this quickly becomes an  easy and user friendly communications tool for us all to work 

with.   

Please be  understanding as we iron out any issues that arise.  
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St Michael’s School Families invited to participate in Presentation of Gifts at Weekend Masses 

A reminder to all families that St Michael’s Parish and School is inviting all St Michael’s Parish School  families, along with all 

parish families, to nominate a month and Mass time in 2018 whereby their family will participate in the Presentation of Gifts at 

a Mass during the year.  

If you wish to participate please number two months in order of preference of the Mass time you wish to attend. Please indi-

cate if you are unavailable during school holidays if they occur in that month. Tear off the form and return to the School Office 

by Friday 2 March. 

Family Name (PLEASE PRINT BLOCK LETTERS) ……………………………………………………………………………………. 

Child’s Name/s & Level/s (PLEASE PRINT BLOCK LETTERS)…………………………………………………………………. 

                       Mass Times 

 Month 6:30pm 10:30am 

March     

April     

May     

June     

July     

August     

September     

October     

November     

December     
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Extend OSHC at St Michael’s Primary School 
Hi Everyone! 

Term 1 is well under way. We have been keeping busy with lots of activities. We have been busy cooking healthy treats,  
creating some art and craft masterpieces and conducting science experiments. Everyone's been keen to take advantage of 
the summer weather, and outdoor ball and running games have been very popular. 

HAT’S FOR TERM 1! Don’t forget to supply a hat for Term 1. We require all students to have hats on for outdoor play. You are 
more than welcome to leave one at ASC, or have this in your children’s bag for each day! 

Margaret, Service Coordinator  

 

Forthcoming Activities: 

Monday 6 March: Recycling Construction & other group activities 

Tuesday 7 March: Cooking: Bread Pizzas & other group activities 

Wednesday 8 March: Craft: & other group activities 

Thursday 9 March: Science: Slime & other group activities 

Friday 10 March: Friday Night Disco & other group activities  

Monday 26 February: Craft: Wool Craft & other group activities  

Tuesday 27 February: Gardening & other group activities 

Wednesday 28 February: Science: Growing Crystals & other group activities 

Thursday 1 March: Cooking: French Toast & other group activities 

Friday 2 March: Recycling Construction & other group activities 

LookedAfter: extend.com.au 

The St Michael’s Cake Stall at the Ashburton Festival was a great success with our beautiful baked goods selling out in record 

time!  Despite the cloudy skies and cool breeze the community was out in force with lolly bags, snow cones and popcorn also 

proving to be very popular.  These events are not only great fundraisers for the PFA but a wonderful opportunity to showcase 

the St Michael’s school spirit which was shining bright with the amazing spread of delicious cakes, biscuits, balls and lolly bags 

all generously donated by our school community – thank you!   

Special thanks to those who volunteered at the stall on the day, your time is very much appreciated: Linda S, Belinda O’C, Clare 

C, Brigid T, Mel L, Kim D, Barbara K, Kate F, Lauren D, Jo S, Laura S and Leonie C, and to Mark W, Brent G and Sean L for the 

heavy lifting.  Finally, a big thank you to the Committee who pulled the event together: Jackie Lockwood, Jacinta Gordon, Neri-

ne Wilson, Sonya Middleton, Tiffany Tan and Augarette Malki. 

Cake Stall - Thank you  


