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A safe community of  animated learners enlightened by faith in God 

 

Emmanuel, come and save your people! 

How long, Lord Jesus, 
do we wait for your return! 

Yet, since you have lit the flame of hope 
within our hearts, 

come now at last to be our hope’s fulfilment. 
Allow us to dwell near your heart: 
there we belong forever and ever. 

 
 
 

Adapted from Biblical Prayers by Lucien Deiss 

mailto:j.whitehouse@unimelb.edu.au
mailto:pfa@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
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TERM 4: WEEK 9 

Thu 7 Dec End of Year Mass 10am - 11am St Michael's Church 

Thu 7 Dec Morning Tea for Parent Helpers 11am - 12pm   

Thu 7 Dec Hands On Music Concert   

Thu 7 Dec PPC 7.30pm  

Fri 8 Dec 3/4's St Michaels' Got Talent 9am - 1pm Classrooms 

TERM 4: WEEK 10 

Mon 11 Dec Advent Prayer Service, Teachers Farewells & 
Final Year 6 Assembly 

9am - All welcome   

Tue 12 Dec Year 6 Big Day Out All Day   

Wed 13 Dec  End of Term 4 (for students) 8:50AM - 3:30PM   

Wed 13 Dec Leaving Ceremony 2:45PM - 3:30PM Quadrangle 

Wed 13 Dec Graduation Mass 6:00PM - 7:00PM St Michael's Church 

Wed 13 Dec Graduation Dinner 7:00PM - 10:00PM The Hub 

Thu 14 Dec Staff Handover Day All day   

Fri 15 Dec Admin’s Last Day All day   

DATES 2018 

TERM 1: WEEK 1 

Mon 29 Jan Staff Induction Day – All Staff Return     

Tues 30 Jan Student Testing Day Allocated Time   

Wed 31 Jan Student Testing Day Allocated Time   

Thu 1 Feb Start of Term 1 – All Students Return 8:50AM   

Thu 29 Mar End of Term 1   

 Term 2: Monday 16 April - Friday 29 June   

 Term 3: Monday 16 July - Friday 21 September   

 Term 4: Monday 8 October - Friday 21 December   

 

SCHOOL FEES AND LEVIES 
 

 
Thank you to those families who have paid their school fees  
and levies for 2017. All fee and levy payments are due to be  

finalised by TOMORROW, Friday 8 December, unless you have an  
approved payment plan in place.  

 
Please ensure you include the child’s Family Surname  

(and initials) as a reference when making EFT payments.  
 

Any queries regarding your account, please call Kathy or email: 
kathym@smashburton.catholic.edu.au. 

mailto:kathym@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
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PRINCIPAL’S NEWS 
 
 
Dear Parents and Caregivers 
  
Farewell Year Sixes 
As another year draws to a close for St Michael’s 
Parish School we look forward to our Graduation 
Mass next Wednesday night 14 December, where 
we will have an opportunity to stop, reflect and  
express gratitude for the many achievements of our 
school community in 2017. Thank you to Rachael 
Miceli, Matt Knox and Laura Shannon for your  
support and love of the Year Six children throughout 
the year; Erin Nagel and Fr Laurence for the Mass; 
the Year Five students for their support of the Year 
Sixes.  A special thank you to Therese Molnar for 
offering to lead the singing. Indeed we have much 
to be thankful for and proud of this year. 
 
For the Year Six students, parents and staff, we will 
have a wonderful celebration of St Michael’s in the 
Hub with our graduation class of 2017. Thank you to 
the graduation committee of 2017. You have done 
an amazing job and I am looking forward to          
experiencing another St Michael’s Graduation.  
 
Thank you in advance, to the Year Five parents for 
your generosity in serving and cleaning up. 
 
End of Year Thanksgiving Mass 
Today the St Michael’s community came together to 
celebrate and give thanks for all that has been 
achieved in 2017. We are truly grateful to God and 
we wanted to give thanks for St Michael’s Parish 
School and everyone involved. Thank you to  
families who joined us to  celebrate together and 
farewell our leaving Prep to Year Five families. Our 
Year Six leaving families will be appropriately 
acknowledged at the Graduation Mass. 
 
School Leaders 2018 
Congratulations to the Year Five students voted in 
as School Leaders for 2018. School Captains for 
2018 are; Skyler Sahely, Ella Young, Amy Dickson 
and Tess Barker. 
 
Sports Leaders are; Green Team: Anastasia Baker 
and Rebecca Comerford, Blue Team: Amelie  
Menegola and Will Smyth-Roberts, Red Team:  
Fidel Kallis and Rosie Gorman, Gold Team: Rachel 
Andrewartha and Luke Arthur. Wellbeing Leaders: 
Alyssia Giacomantonio and Sophie Rooney. Arts 
Leader: Isabella Burns. Social Justice Leader:  
Rachel Molnar. Media and Communication Leader: 
Sam Gasper. All leaders were appropriately 
acknowledged at the End of Year Mass today and 
will receive their badges at the first assembly in 
2018. I look forward to working with them in 2018. 
Congratulations to all the Year Five students who 
applied for leadership. Their speeches were  

outstanding and every Year Six child is called upon 
to demonstrate leadership. 
 
Leaving Ceremony 
The tradition at St Michael’s of releasing balloons to 
mark the leaving of our students and staff is no 
longer an option due to environmental concerns. 
Even environmentally sourced balloons are a  
hazard to our wildlife and the environment. Our new 
leaving ceremony to mark the final day at school for 
many of our students and staff will take place at 
2:45pm on Wednesday 13 December. We have  
researched new ways of marking this occasion and 
all Year 6 students are fully aware that there is a 
change and support the reason why. I look  
forward to sharing this event with the community. 
 
Family Fun Fair 
Congratulations to Belinda O’Callaghan, President 
of the dedicated, hard-working Fun Fair Committee 
which includes Renee Young, Tas Tudor, Susan 
Benson, Melanie Bidychak, Nicole Plaukovits,  
Suzette Vranjes, Joanna Slykerman and Tracey  
Otley . Without this superb team the Fair would not 
have been possible. Congratulations to Judy  
Bertone for sourcing so many fantastic sponsors. 
My heartfelt thanks to Kate Wrathall and Trav  
Mardling for organising the financial aspects of the 
fair. Congratulations to all the Stall holders and their 
helpers. It takes an entire community to organise, 
run and support a Fair. All of your efforts produced 
the incredible grand profit of $52,855.48. Wonderful! 
Thank you to everyone for making it a fun, exciting 
community (birthday) event. 

Carols on the Green 
Thank you to the St Michael’s community for  
supporting our Carols on the Green. The staff and I 
are grateful for your support. It was a relaxing,  
joyous occasion where we all had a few hours to 
stop, reflect, sing and be with family and friends. 
Thank you to Helen Meehan and Erin Nagel for  
organising the event. Congratulations to the  
teachers and students for excellent singing and  
performances. We wish you all a Merry Christmas! 
 
Cleaning Supper Room Kitchen 
We are seeking volunteers to clean our Supper 
Room kitchen next week. Please let me know if you 
have a few hours to make a difference for our 
school and parish. 
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PRINCIPAL’S NEWS cont.  
 
School Sports 
Congratulations to Gold team and their Sports Leaders 
Amali Hawkins and Josh Webb for winning the 2017 
St Michael’s School Sports.  Further congratulations to 
Blue team and their leaders, Emily Groves and Abbie 
Vicino for winning the St Michael’s Spirit Award. Thank 
you to Nicki Macfarlane our PE teacher, Jo and Nick 
Bowden, Andrew Buckland and Julia Hay for  
supporting our event. Thank you to the staff for their 
work and support and to all the Sports leaders and 
students for being such great sports and to all the  
parents who helped us on the day. It was a wonderful 
event. 
 
In Appreciation  
This time of the year for us is an ending and a  
beginning. The school year ends, the holidays  
commence and for some students and parents the 
new year will bring a new beginning at a different  
setting. We feel some sadness as we say goodbye to 
students and parents who have been a part of our 
school community, a part of the St Michael’s story.  
We thank them for their generous spirit and what they 
have contributed to our school and wish them all the 
best for the next stage of their lives: 
 
Tina and Nick Axaris, Marie and Charlie Barone,  
Suzanne and Darren Boothey, Natasha and Paul 
Browne, Sara and Greg Edwards, Anna and   
Raymond Elustondo, Tanya and Brendan Groves,  
Nicole and Cabel Ham, Lisa and Chris Jennings,  
Di and Craig Johnston, Yanine and Raj Mallampati, 
Celia and Chris McNamara, Niranja and Anura     
Nanayakkara, Paul and Sarah Pettenon, Jackie and 
Leo Rando, Jenny Dunn, Roslyn and David Vicino, 
Mira and Steve Yannicos, Nicola and Richard  
Eustace, Simone and Nick Jemmett, Sally and Guy 
Brown, Laura and Marc Grist, Kate and Patrick Bergin, 
Karlene and Joe Magro, Nancy and Marko Zele.  
Congratulations to all of our students on the  
achievements of 2017.   
 
As the year ends I would like to acknowledge the work 
of the Parents’ and Friends’ Auxiliary. This dynamic 
group of dedicated parents attends meetings and 
forms the executive of this group to support the school 
community. This year the PFA will contribute  
approximately $80,000 towards the prioritised wish list 
of 1. New junior playground, 2.fit out of blackbox  
theatre, 3. Hoop time uniforms 4. School signage 
5.Completion of dry river bed. We also acknowledge 
the phenomenal effort and work that went into the  
success of the Fair. Many thanks to our outgoing 
members Susan Benson, Kate Wyatt, Jodie Naismith 
and Tracey Otley for motivating and supporting a  
terrific group of parents.  
 
I am grateful for the School Advisory Council which 
has had an extremely productive year under the  
direction of John Whitehouse. Our deepest gratitude is 
expressed to John Whitehouse and Kate Earl who 
have completed their two year term on SAC. 
 

I am grateful to all of our parents for your support,  
co-operation and trust.  It is fair to say that we cannot 
achieve half of what we do, if education at St Michael’s 
wasn’t seen as a partnership.  Parental involvement in 
various aspects of school life and your trust in us to do 
our job well is greatly appreciated by the staff and  
students. 
 
I am grateful for the school leadership executive: Erin 
Nagel, Jo Mannix, Leanne Gibbs, Laurina van der EL 
and Ann-Maree Archer.  This group of professionals 
have been a wonderful support to me and I appreciate 
their guidance and advice in all matters of school life.  
I am also grateful for the support given by the  
Leadership team; Charlotte Mackie, Rachel Miceli, 
Mike Healy, Emma Burgess, Christian Williams and 
Laura Shannon. It has been a pleasure to work with 
such dedicated leaders. I would like to acknowledge 
the generous contribution of our amazing teaching 
staff, their commitment, dedication and energy is  
inspiring and I thank each of them for the manner in 
which they have worked this year.  To Kathy  
Muhllechner and Clare Castle in the office – thank you 
for all you do for us.  I wish the staff a well-earned, 
peaceful holiday. 
 
We have had so many volunteers help us on a regular 
basis this year, thank you to all our class helpers; Ruth 
for Literacy Support; Therese Molnar for choir master; 
Helen McMillan for the school banking; Beck and 
Belinda for book club; Steve Molnar for Walking 
School Bus; Belinda and Mel for the uniform shop  
Thank you to Fr Laurence, Gail and Valerie for the 
nurturing of our whole parish community and  
celebrating in the life of the school this year and for 
their spiritual guidance. 
 
Finally on behalf of all staff, thank you to the most  
important people, the students of St Michael’s.  
Thank you for a wonderful year of learning, you  
enthusiastically enter into all parts of school life and 
inspire us every day. We congratulate you on your 
achievements throughout the year and for your  
friendship and cooperation every day.  It has been a 
pleasure to work alongside you and we look forward to 
continuing our partnership next year.   
 
Thank you for a wonderful year. I wish you all a happy 
and Holy Christmas and a relaxing and safe holiday.   
I am so excited to be working with you all in 2018. 
 
Marisa Matthys 
Principal 
mmatthyssmashburton.catholic.edu.au 
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YEAR 1/2 TERRARIUM MAKING 
 

The 1/2 students designed and created their very own terrariums and sold 
them at our Carols. They raised $565 for St. Vincent De Paul.  
They loved participating in this Social Justice STEM event during Advent.  
Well done to all of the students! 
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DEPUTY’S NEWS 
 

 
St Vincent de Paul Toy Appeal 
Thank you to everyone who has donated gifts to our “Giving Tree”. It was a pleasure to be able to  
present some of our donations to Gary Bruce and Ann-Marie Marshall at the Carols on Tuesday night.  
All of the gifts that we donate assist other families to have a happy and less stressful Christmas with their 
families.  It is also an authentic way for our children and school community to participate in a social justice 
action.  There are some additional gift tags still on the tree and all gifts will be taken to the Gathering 
Space of the Church on Monday morning. 
 
The Year One/ Two students raised an impressive $565.25 through selling their amazing terrariums and 
this money will also be donated straight to St Vincent de Paul Society so that they can spread the joy of 
Christmas. 
 
Advent and Year Six Final Assembly 
We have one more Advent Prayer Service this Monday 11th at 9am. It will conclude with the Preps  
presenting a short Nativity. After our Prayers we will have the Year Six students present their final  
assembly and share their dance. We will also use this time to farewell our leaving staff. 
 
Graduation Mass 
On Wednesday 13th December at 6pm we have out Year Six Graduation Mass We will be celebrating the 
time that our Year Six students have spent here at St Michael’s and the many gifts that they have shared 
with us. It would be lovely to have a choir of year three to five students to sing at this Mass. If your child is 
interested please let Ms Nagel know by Friday. 
 
I’d like to take this chance to thank all of the community here at St Michael’s for a fantastic year. It has 
been a pleasure getting to know you all and I look forward to an exciting year ahead. May God bless you 
this Christmas and I wish you a safe and relaxing holiday. 
 
Erin Nagel, Deputy Principal / RE & Mathematics Leader 
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FAMILY FUN FAIR: IT’S A WRAP! 
 
Nine months of planning and preparations for our Family Fun Fair were on the line 
this past weekend as the weather forecasts looked bleak. The Bureau was  
forecasting a once in 20 year rain event and activities were being cancelled across 
the city. The Fair Committee had contingency plans, crossed fingers and a lot of 
faith. We asked our Convenors and volunteers to carry on, business as usual and…
they did! Even a severe weather forecast couldn’t dampen the St. Michael’s spirit. 

 
It was amazing watching everything come together as 
members of our community worked side by side to get 
this event up. We are so grateful for the help of all the 
families who attended the enhancement session on  
Friday night and everyone who turned up on Saturday to 
help and then again on Sunday…what a marathon it was! 
 
All of the hard work and preparations were worth it  
because Fair Day was a really special day. There were 
smiles on many faces, the weather held out for us, things 
ran really smoothly and we think it’s safe to say, a good 
time was had by all! We are so proud of what our        
community accomplished on Sunday together! 
 
We are very pleased to announce that the 2017 St. 
Michael’s Family Fun Fair raised over $50,000!!!!  
What a tremendous success! We couldn’t have done it 
without you! 
 
We’d like to thank our entire community for their support 
of the Fun Fair. There are also a few people we’d like to 
thank for their dedication and hard work to the Fair. 
 
We are very grateful to all of our Stall Convenors: Kate 
W, Sarah G, Jane O’C, Stacey M, Erin N, Kate E,     
Catherine D, Kate M, Jo M, Cal S, Michelle F, Jacinta G, 
Linda S, Suzi J, Kristen O’B, Renee H, David T, Barbara 
K, Jacinta M, Jac S, Emily E, Clare L, Kristy N, Fiona B, 
Giulietta P, Andrea B, Grace J, Alice T, Ruth G, Trudy R, 
Peta M, Sue-Ellen M, Tash B, Litsa A, Katie C, Tim W, 
Christine M, Alan B, John B, Judy B, Belinda M, Gemma 
W, Lisa H, Matt W, and Mel W. 
 
We’d also like to thank Judy B for her tireless efforts in 
securing valuable sponsors for our Fair. She did an 
amazing job! 
 
Thank you also goes to our delightful musical              
entertainment, Exy. We hope you caught one of their sets 
as they are super talented. 
 

We are grateful to Kate W and Trav M for paying our bills, keeping us on budget and counting coins all day on  
Sunday. 
 
A special thanks goes to John O’B for organising the Paul’s Ice Creams for us as well as the nifty trailer to store and 
sell them. 
 
We are very grateful to Mel and Matt Windsor for generously contributing all the stock for the SMASH Bar and our 
Barrow of Booze Raffle. 
 
Thank you to Phil from the Scouts for his support and for bringing along the climbing wall. 
 
A special thank you goes to Christine Mijares and her family for working tirelessly on our Asian Food Stall. 
 
We’d also like to thank Graham Watt, MP for attending the Fair and helping out on the Cold Drinks Stall. 
 
Thanks also to Santa for making an appearance at the Fun Fair and spreading lots of joy and Christmas cheer. 
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We are very lucky to have had the support of Mrs. Muhllechner and Ms. Castle in the School Office. We thank them 
for their kind collection of items for us, the Skoolbag alerts, newsletter items and all the other many and varied tasks 
with which they assisted us. 
 
We were pleased to work closely with Mrs Matthys and Ms Nagel and thank them for their support and assistance in 
putting the Fair together. We couldn’t have done it without them. 
 
Last, but not least, we’d like to thank every single member of our community for attending our movie nights, ordering 
Sushi on Sushi Tuesdays, donating mystery bottles, toys, books, chocolates, and baking cakes and everything else 
you’ve done along the way! We are so lucky here at St. Michael’s to have such a lovely community. 
 
 
The 2017 Family Fun Fair Committee 
Belinda O’C, Melanie B, Tas T, Tracey O, Nicole P, Suzette V, Joanna S, Renee Y, and Susan B 
 

 
 

RAFFLE WINNERS 
 

The Barrow of Booze Raffle was won by Andrew K. 
 

The SAC Raffle Winners are as follows: 
1

st
 David (Lisa H’s Dad) 

2
nd

 Nik A 
3

rd
 Sarah M 

4
th
 Pat G 

5
th
 Andy 

6
th
 Sarah G 

 
CONGRATULATIONS! 
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1/2C 
Annabel W: For making progress through                
perseverance!  You were away during our Terrarium 
designing and when you came back you took ownership 
of your learning and continued to progress! Well done!  
Annie E: Annie you regularly take risks in your learning 
by attempting new tasks independently! That is what 
great learners do.  
Alex M: Writing Award - Alex you are improving so 
much in your letter formation when writing. Continue 
to work hard and you will succeed!  
 
1/2D 
Adam S: SMASH made a difference by supporting the 
needs of all learners.  
Kevan K, Harvey W, David S: For being a kind and  
considerate friend to others. You always behave    
responsibly in the playgroup. Well done. Keep up the 
great work! 
 
1/2R 
Tayla, for working on her fluency in reading. 
Emma, for her amazing effort in reading. 
1/2R for helping others by taking action when they see a 
need. 
 
3/4AK 
Academic: Cahill M for his great work on creating   
different arrays during our Numeracy sessions. 
James M for being able to use his creative skills to 
draw very detailed images to express his ideas when 
writing.     
Angus T. for creating a humorous parody on 'The 12 
days of Christmas' into the 'The 12 days of          
Minecraft. 

 
SMASH: Domenic for Making a Difference by always 
including others when he sees someone left out.   
 
3/4M 
Smash Award: Ciara W for always acting with the  
up-most responsibility by consistently modelling  
excellent behaviour in all of her lessons. 
Academic Awards: Lawrence K for excellent  
presentation when writing his self reflection  
assessments for his portfolio. 
Liam J for his excellent accuracy in his explanations 
and justifications when in focused reading groups. 
 
3/4HA 
Alex T: for demonstrating leadership skills in class 
projects requiring digital technology skills. 
Sophie W: For being a committed  learner and an  
engaging writer. 
Emma D: SMASH Award for always being ready to 
help others and contribute positively to class  
activities. 
 
3/4HA 
Olivia K :SMASH Award for Acting Responsibly and 
demonstrating care for others when reflecting on her 
choices and actions. 
Oliver H: For demonstrating passion and fantastic 
learning in your STEM project. 
Jasper T: For demonstrating initiative and culinary 
flair in your successful proposal to make Bolognese 
sausages when catering for visiting teachers. 

SAUSAGE MAKING 
 

On the 24th of November, St Michael's hosted the Catholic Education Regional  
Network meeting for over 50 school leaders and our students fully catered the event.   
A group of fifteen 3/4 students designed custom sausage recipes which we took to  
Ashburton Meats and made our own sausages from scratch.  
 
A team of students prepared a sit-down lunch consisting of a range of 
salads, slow-cooked pork belly and a BBQ. We are grateful for the 
support from Paul and Steve from Ashburton Meats for donating the     
sausages and inviting our students to make the sausages with the 
butcher.  We hope this initiative can continue for future events as our 
students received overwhelmingly positive feedback on their food and 
customer service.  
 
Christian Williams 
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Respectful Relationships 
 

At our Respectful Relationships Team meeting last Wednesday we focused on collecting data from our 
students to gauge their understanding of a respectful relationships. Each class completed a child friendly 
questionnaire which matched the Gender Equity Audit the teachers had completed at a Professional 
Learning Meeting last Term. The Preps and 1/2s completed the survey as a whole class and the 3/4s and 
5/6s completed a google form individually. Our Parent community will be asked to complete a similar    
survey at the beginning of Term 1, 2018 as we value your voice and want to hear your perspective. 
 
It has been great to have Lisa Monkivitch's experience and expertise in the field of family violence.        
She has provide the definition and support services below for anyone who needs support. 
   
 

WHAT IS FAMILY VIOLENCE? 
 
Family violence is a pattern of behaviour where one person tries to dominate and control the other. Family 
violence can include a range of behaviours, including physical, verbal, sexual, emotional, social, financial 
and/or spiritual abuse, or stalking. It can occur in current or past family, domestic or intimate relationships. 
Family violence is predominantly, but not exclusively, perpetrated by men against women and children. 
 
If you or someone you know is experiencing violence, the following services provide help and support 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week: 
 
Emergency (Immediate Danger) 
Call 000 and speak to the police if you or someone you know is in immediate danger. 
 
SUPPORT SERVICES 
 
Safe Steps Family Violence Response Centre (1800 015 188) 
http://www.safesteps.org.au/ 
Assisting women and their children experiencing family violence 
through our 24/7 phone line and specialist support services. 
 
1800 RESPECT (1800 737 732) 
https://www.1800respect.org.au/ 
24/7 support to people impacted by sexual assault, domestic or 
family violence and abuse. 
 
Men's Referral Service: (1300 766 491) 
http://www.dvrcv.org.au/mens-referral-service 
An anonymous and confidential telephone service for men providing a central point 
of contact for men who are   wanting to stop their violent or abusive  
behaviour towards their family members, but are not sure how or where to go for 
advice. (M- F 9am - 9pm) 
 
EDVOS (Eastern Domestic Violence service) (03 9259 4200) 
http://www.edvos.org.au/ 
A broad range of integrated services to support women and children who are  
responding to family violence. Their services are available to people across the  
municipalities of Boroondara, Manningham, Whitehorse, Knox, Monash,  
Maroondah and Yarra Ranges. (M-F: 9am-8pm & Sat: 9am-5pm).  
 
 
I would like to thank everyone for their support throughout the year and wish you a safe, happy and  
relaxing Christmas and Summer holiday. I look forward to working with you all next year. 
 
 
Jo Mannix 
Student Wellbeing Leader  

http://www.safesteps.org.au/
https://www.1800respect.org.au/
http://www.dvrcv.org.au/mens-referral-service
http://www.edvos.org.au/
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Dear Parents, 
 
Thank you to all families who donated recycled 
goods for our Art and Tinkering Club throughout the 
year. We have now concluded our 2017 Art and 
Tinkering Club. 
 
The students thoroughly enjoyed sorting through 
the treasures each week and I look forward to  
seeing them back in the art room in 2018. 
 
Have a fantastic Christmas and a lovely holiday! 
 
 
Regards Deb  
Art Teacher 
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