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A safe community of animated learners enlightened by faith in God

TWILIGHT SPORTS 2018

God of life,
our hearts desire the warmth of your love and our minds are searching for the light of your Word.
Increase our longing for Christ our Saviour and give us the strength to grow in love,
that the dawn of his coming may find us rejoicing in his presence and welcoming the light of his truth.
We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord.
Amen

Connect with St Michael's
@StMashburton

Parish Priest: Fr Laurence Cortez - ashburton@cam.org.au

@st_michaels_ashburton

Principal: Marisa Matthys - mmathys@ smashburton.catholicedu.au

www.smashburton.catholic.edu.au

SAC Chairperson: Michael Fletcher - mfletchers@gmail.com

03 9885 3105

Parents & Friends Auxiliary - pfa@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

* PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DAY
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PR I N C I P A L ' S N E W S
Dear Parents and Caregivers,
Twilight Sports
Congratulations to Nicki and all staff and parent helpers for an amazing Twilight sports event. Our students always
perform to their best and we congratulate Gold team for winning and Red Team for securing the St Michael’s Spirit
Award. I would like to thank our Sports Leaders; Luke A, Rachel A Rosie G, Fidel K, Will S-R, Amelie M, Anastasia
B and Rebecca C who did an amazing job encouraging and supporting their teams.

St Michael’s Giving Tree
All families are invited to donate gifts for our annual St Vincent de Paul Toy Appeal. As we are all busily preparing
during Advent for the birth of Christ and the celebration of Christmas, it is important to stop and think of those who
are not as fortunate as us. Our Christmas tree is located in the quadrangle close to the staff room and has tags with
ages and gender for families to take and purchase a gift. Gifts can be placed under the tree with the tag attached.
We request that gifts are not wrapped as they will need to be sorted by the volunteers at St Vincent de Paul’s. At
the end of the Carols next Tuesday we will have a presentation of our gift collection to one of our local St Vincent
de Paul members. Thank you to the families who have already donated.
Farewell to our teachers
Mike Healy and Dr Troy Potter will be leaving St Michael’s at the end of the year as they both have secured a
position closer to home, Mike will be teaching at St Joseph’s Boronia and Troy is returning to secondary teaching at
St Alban’s Secondary College. Emma Morgan is also leaving, she has chosen to move into full-time study in Art.
Danny Macgill is leaving to pursue further study in engineering focusing on the environment. Kerin Arthur will be
leaving us to work at St Michael’s Grammar School in St Kilda and Matthew Courtney returning to the UK. We
certainly wish all of these staff every blessing. These teachers have made a major contribution to the lives of many
St Michael’s students and have been very supportive of all the school’s activities. They will be sadly missed and we
sincerely thank them. All leaving staff will be farewelled appropriately on the 14th December at the Final
Assembly at 2:30pm in the Hub.
Welcome Kimberly, Liz, Caroline, Belle, Emily, Beth and Nicolette
We were fortunate in having many applicants for the vacant positions and after a rigorous interview process, we
have appointed three new teachers and three new learning support officers to St Michael’s; Liz Pickles, Isabelle
Spinoso, Caroline Brick, Emily Scott, Beth Johnston and Nicolette Plakas. We warmly welcome them to our school.
I am yet to advertise,interview and appoint a Library Technician. We also warmly welcome Kimberly Chin back from
Parental Leave. We have all been lucky enough to meet Kimberly’s beautiful baby, Bailey.
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PR I N C I P A L ' S N E W S
Class Structure for 2019
The class structure for 2019 will be two Prep classes, four 1/2 classes, four 3/4 classes, and three 5/6 classes.
2018 Staffing and Classroom location
Prep E Room 4 Erica Cremer
Prep C Room 3 Caroline Brick
1/2A
Room 2 Annie-Rose McMahon
1/2D
Room 1 Deanna Imbriano
1/2 R
Room 5 Rachael Lampe
1/2HD Room 6 Desiree Harding (4 days) /Helen Meehan (1 day)
3/4 B
Room 7 Isabelle Spinoso
3/4 AL Room 8 Ann Lagreca (3 days) /Laurina van der EL (2 days)
5/6 R
Room 9 Rachael Miceli
5/6 L
Room 10 Liz Pickles
5/6 E
Room 11 Elle Smart
3/4 EK Room 15 Emma Burgess (4 days) / Kimberly Chin (1 day)
3/4 J
Room 16 Josie Walton
Positions of Leadership
The Positions of Leadership are a two year tenure. 2019 will be the second year of these leaders’ appointment.
They are as follows;
Student Wellbeing: Jo Mannix
Learning and Teaching: Erin Nagel
Education in Faith: Erin Nagel
Performance, Development & Innovation/Literacy Coach: Laurina van-der-EL
Literacy: Leanne Gibbs
Mathematics: Emma Burgess
Positive Behaviour Support: Charlotte Allan
Specialists
Visual Arts: Deb Chapman
Performing Arts: Helen Meehan
Mandarin: Lily Luo
Science & Digital Technology: Charlotte Allan
PE: Nicki Macfarlane
Learning Diversity: Jo Mannix
Reading Recovery: Louise Hedley
Education Support Employees
Library Tech: Yet to be appointed
Mandy Spencer (MSL)
Louise Story
Natalie Billings
Jordan Lo Ricco
Beth Johnston
Nicolette Plakas
Emily Scott

Office Manager: Kathy Muhllechner
Admin Officer: Rochelle Kursidim
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PR I N C I P A L ' S N E W S
Parent Helpers Morning Tea
On Friday 14th December the staff would like to thank all of our wonderful parents who have helped us throughout
the year. You will receive an invitation and we hope you are able to join us at 11am in the staffroom after the End of
Year Mass. School cannot function without your great support and we are truly grateful.
Testing Days 2019
You will receive a notice indicating the day and time your child/children are attending their testing sessions in 2019.
On Thursday 31st January and Friday 1st February 2019 the teachers of St Michael’s will be assessing each child
individually to ensure we are able to personalise their learning. This is an important process at St Michael’s as it
ensures right from the first day we become aware of what your child already knows and is capable of learning. Please
ensure you note the date and time allocated. The first full day of school for 2019 is Monday 4th February however, it
is imperative your child/children are available for the testing days as we allocate one on one time for your child and
their classroom teacher.
2018 Victorian Schools Garden Awards
Congratulations and thank you to Joanna S who entered St Michael’s in the 2018 Victorian Schools Garden Awards.
Our school won the major prize of a $5000 landscaping design due to Joanna writing such a wonderful application.
RB Landscapes will come to the school and design our environmental area. Our Sustainability team members were
chosen to attend the award ceremony at the Botanical Garden to accept the award.
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Transition Program
To further enhance our students’ transition from one year to the next we will begin with a level transition on Friday 7th
December. The students will not be in class groupings, they will be in levels e.g. 1/2, 3/4 and 5/6. They will have the
opportunity to ask questions and talk about their wonderings or worries. Their actual class transition day is Monday
10th December at 12:50pm whereby they will meet their 2019 Teacher/s and their fellow students.
School Enhancements
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Maintenance committee and all families who have attended this year.
We especially thank Tim Wrathall and David Thek who have been amazing organisers.
Reports
All reports are due to go out to families on Friday December 14th.
Principal For a Day
Here you can see Emerson N from 1/2 R discussing school matters with
Mrs Matthys. What a fantastic job he did in his role as Principal for a day.

Congratulations
I extend congratulations to Caitlin O who was awarded a Highly Commended
by the Hon Minister Kelly O’Dwyer for her Christmas artwork. Caitlin
successfully entered the Higgins Christmas Card competition.

Congratulations to Caroline Michalski (LSO) on her wedding to Damien Brick
last Saturday. We wish them a lifetime of happiness.

Congatulations to Laura, David and Leo (Prep E) on the safe arrival of their
beautiful baby girl Isla. She was born on Saturday 10th November

Marisa Matthys
Principal
mmatthys@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
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D E P U T Y P RINCIPAL'S NEWS

St Vincent de Paul Toy Appeal
Thank you to those who have donated gifts under our giving tree. We invite all families to donate gifts to our
annual St Vincent de Paul Toy Appeal. Our Christmas tree has gift tags that are for families to take and purchase
a gift. Gifts can then be placed under the tree with the tag attached. We request that gifts are not wrapped as they
will need to be sorted by the volunteers at St Vincent de Paul’s. At the end of the Carols we will have a
presentation of our gift collection to one of our local St Vincent de Paul members.
Mini Vinnies News and Advent
The Mini Vinnies Team has been very busy over the last few weeks. We spent time
last week making Christmas cards that we presented to the residents of Samarinda
when we visited last Tuesday to sing songs and share conversations.We have also
been presenting Advent Prayers for the whole school and decorated the
St Vincent de Paul Giving Tree. On Friday eight Mini Vinnies Team members are serving
lunch at the Parishioners First FridayChristmas Lunch.

Graduation and End of Year Mass Choir Volunteers
Everyone is invited to attend our End of Year Mass on Friday 14th December at 10am. It will be a lovely
celebration of 2018 and at the conclusion of the Mass the 2019 school leaders will be announced.
I invite all students who would like to be a part of a special choir for the Year 6 Graduation Mass to please see or
email Ms Nagel by Friday. The Graduation Mass is on Tuesday 18th December at 6pm.
Erin Nagel
Deputy Principal
Education in Faith/ Learning and Teaching Leader
enagel@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

SCHOOL FEES & LEVIES
All family accounts are required to be finalised by Friday
7th December 2018, unless your payment plan goes
beyond that date.
If you require any assistance, please call Kathy or email

kathym@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

LEARNING AND TEACHING
Student Outcome, Curriculum, Assessment, Reporting, Principles and Pedagogy

SPORTS NEWS
With the weather in our favour, Twilight Sports took place at Warner Reserve on Thursday 29th November. It was
great to see all students participate with enthusiasm and smiles on their faces. Thank you to all staff and parents who
helped on the evening and a special thanks to Jo S, Sue Ellen M, Gordon M-D and Nick B for going that extra mile
putting up marquees and marking lanes on the oval.
It was a very close competition but in the end it was Gold House who won the much coveted St Michael’s Twilight
Sports trophy with Red House winning the Team Spirit Award.
Results as follows:
1st - Gold House - 190
2nd - Blue House - 183
3rd - Green House -159
4th - Red House - 128
Spirit Award - Red House

RUNNING CLUB
Another year of Running Club almost over and what a year
it has been! We have all really enjoyed our Tuesday
morning runs, drills and games. It has been especially
great to see a large number of Preps join us this year and
overall numbers continuing to grow. A special thanks must
go to the Sport Captains for who have led the sessions
each week. Your fantastic support, passion and energy
does not go unnoticed. Hope to see you all back in 2020.
Happy Running!
Nicki Macfarlane
Sports Coordinator and PE
nmacfarlane@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

ST MICHAEL'S AWARDS
1/2C
Amelia S- SMASH Award For displaying the expectation
of Make a Difference by cleaning up after her team at the
twilight sports
Tom J - Growth Mindset Award -Tom when we were
measuring and creating our scripture characters you kept
trying without asking for help. You also took the initiative
to help others. Well done!
Max G- Star of the Week -For confidently reading the role
play script during our reading groups this week. You
spoke with a loud clear voice and used expression. It was
great to see your confidence shine!
Isabella D -SMASH award for Showing Respect by
making sure you say goodbye every afternoon and
saying ‘I hope you have a great night’
1/2D
Sienna - SMASH award for Acting Responsibly. Sienna
you continuously Act Responsibly in the classroom. You
always ask questions, work well with your group and
focus on the task you have been given. Congratulations.
Zoe M - For consistently showing responsible behaviours
at the swimming pool. You showed respect to the
instructors, organised yourself, helped others and tried
your best. Well done!!
Jack T - For consistently showing responsible behaviours
at the swimming pool. You showed respect to the
instructors, organised yourself, helped others and tried
your best. Well done!!
1/2R
Louisa Y - For displaying the SMASH expectation "help
others by assisting others in making their nativity
characters"
Karanvir S - For displaying the SMASH expectation
"help others by assisting others in making their nativity
characters"
Jakob K- For asking fantastic questions in our inquiry
unit on Diversity
Liam J - For demonstrating focus and effort in developing
his writing skills throughout the year.
3/4 D
SMASH Award
Alex T- For making a difference by working in a friendly
manner with everyone in our classroom and always being
mindful of your friends.
Emma G- For all the work you put into your fairytale,
especially for the way you turned every page into a
cliffhanger to keep us reading.
Raoul C-For always focusing on task, being so quick to
follow instructions and also for the fantastic conversations
you engage in which shows how much you've read about
things happening in the world.

3/4AL
Chiara G SMASH Award for Acting Responsibly by being
kind and thoughtful to others.
Addison McK- For developing her skills in reading the
analogue and digital time.
Well done!
3/4J
Jack H- For displaying the School Expectation of Show
Respect by waiting patiently for your turn when you need
to speak to a teacher. You have been working hard all
year to meet this goal, well done!
Olivia K- Your incredibly creative and engaging Maths
game that you have created and the thoughtful ways that
you have been assisting your peers and I in the
classroom; we are very grateful for what you do!
Stephanie P- The incredible Modern Day Fairytale you
have created this week. I can see in your writing where
you have used all of the strategies that we have learned
this year to make your writing exciting and engaging for
the reader.
3/4M
James O - For writing an engaging and funny fractured
fairy tale. You are making great progress in your writing.
Oliver H - By acting responsibly by making choices that
help all learners. You are a great example of a focussed
learner. You are also helpful to your classmates.
Abigaill G - For your dedication on being a focussed and
mindful mediator throughout this term. You always have a
straight back and make the most of this quiet time.
5/6E
Sophia H- For your willingness to share your ideas and
opinions in all classroom contexts. It is great to hear your
deep questions and insights during class discussions and
feedback during prayer times.
Sarah S- For your outstanding writing this term. We are
always amazed by your ability to write descriptive
narratives as well as your ability to write and deliver
persuasive debate arguments.
5/6ES
Alana S - For displaying the school expectation of 'Help
Others'. Alana can always be counted to support her
peers and does so many little things that make a big
difference to our class.
Macy H and Nick E - For their excellent teamwork in
incorporating both of their strengths into their creative and
unique maths board game.

ST MICHAEL'S AWARDS
Prep E
Sebastian W- For his efforts in exploring 2D shapes and
3D objects. Sebastian you were able to make excellent
connections between shapes and objects in our
classroom and the world around us. Well done!
Jacob H- for displaying the school expectation of 'help
others'. Jacob, you have been helping in the classroom to
ensure it is neat and tidy at the end of the day. Thank you
for working with your peers to get jobs completed!
Archie M- For his focus during Literacy. Archie you are
working so hard to apply all of the reading strategies you
have learnt this year in Prep. It is wonderful to see you
using the information you have read in the book to
answer the teacher’s questions. Thank you for always
participating and sharing your thoughts during reading
sessions. Well done Archie!

Prep EL
Joel W - For rereading and correcting his mistakes when
reading
Lachlan G - For using interesting words to describe
characters in your narratives
Lincoln D - SMASH: for acting responsibly by being kind
to your friends. You are very supportive and love to give
your friends compliments!

UNIFORM SHOP NEWS
Uniforms for 2019
The Uniform Shop will be open on both testing days
Thursday 31st January 12 noon - 1pm
Friday 1st February 12 noon -1pm
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WANT TO PLAY NETBALL IN 2019?
Registrations Now Open for the 2019 Autumn/Winter Season at
Ashwood WDNA (Registrations CLOSE Sunday 9 Dec, 2018)
• New and existing players turning 10 or older in 2019 (DOB on or before 31/12/2009) register
via the MyNetball app for the 2019 Junior Autumn/Winter season at Ashwood WDNA (For full
details and link to registration page, please see http://stmichaelsnc.com.au/7b65K)
• Registrations received after close date (9 December) cannot be guaranteed to be placed in a
team
• New and Existing 9/U competition players turning 8 or 9 in 2019 (DOB 2010 or 2011) should
register their intent to play by emailing the Junior Liaison (Lisa Higgins, see email below) by 9
December. Please include your child’s name and DOB in the email.
• Enquiries – Lisa Higgins on juniorliaison@stmichaelsnc.com.au
Coaching Opportunity – Autumn/Winter 2019 Season
• Experienced netball coaches currently being sought for the Saturday Junior competition at
Ashwood WDNA courts
• Enquiries can be sent to coachingcoordinator@stmichaelsnc.com.au

LOOKING FOR A GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFT
Past student Liam Foldi age 16 has created Kenshi Charity Candles as a social enterprise to make a real difference
in the world. The candles are on display in the office or visit www.kenshicandles.com for more information.
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Extend News
Hi Everyone!
We have had a busy couple of weeks at Extend with cooking, craft and outdoor fun. We recently held a full day
session for the school Curriculum Day, when children were able to explore the use of recycled materials for
papermaché, build indoor cubby houses and relax over lunch with a movie (Despicable Me 3, by popular demand).
Some of our other recent activities have included making vegetarian sushi, which was gobbled down as quick as
they could make it, and constructing a Christmas tree from paper chain.
Card towers have been all the craze recently too, with some of the older children building the biggest one so far!
These constructions help the children to further develop their sense of control and discipline, and especially their
patience, as they are easy to collapse and take a lot of time to make stable. Most interesting however are the
discussions overheard during their construction, which include debate on the value of Uno and Skipbo cards as well
as old versus new cards when building a tower, and whether the Joker cards have merit at all (conclusion: no, they
should not be included in tower making).
In the coming weeks, we will be increasing the amount of Christmas themed activities as well as cooking. We
suspect that card towers will soon decrease in interest and look forward to seeing the next craze to sweep Extend
St Michael’s PS.
On Wednesday December 19th, Extend will hold another full day service for the school Pupil Free Day. We will be
open from 8am - 6pm and bookings can be made via LookedAfter. If you have any questions, please feel free to
visit us, or send an email/text message/phone call for further information.
Margaret and Juels, Team Leaders
KID FIT ENRICHMENT PROGRAM
We have a brand new enrichment program for Term 4. Kid Fit is all about ways to stay active and healthy. So far
the children have been learning lots of new games that will keep them moving. The enrichment program runs once
a week.
HATS FOR TERM 4
All children need to have a hat for outdoor play during Term 4. Have one in your child’s bag for each day or feel free
to leave one at aftercare - just make sure its labelled. Due to health reasons we can no longer supply spare hats.
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St Michael’s Tennis Club
Have you been having lessons at school ? Do you wasn’t something to do in the holidays?
Do you want to play in a team? Are you interested in playing socially?
St Michael’s is a friendly, family club that welcomes parishioners and friends to join. Fees are very
reasonable and there is the opportunity for all level of play.
If you would like a membership form please email Catherine on peterdavis@netspace.net.au or
Paul on ppettenon@bigpond.com
Wanted
Men of all ages , our Saturday team is looking for new players, with the possibility of starting a
new team as well . If interested please contact Luis on luis.hidalgo@hydrochem.com.au

SCHOOL COMMUNITY
Parent, Parish, School Advisory Council and Wider Community

