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Welcome to Term 2

Happy Easter: He is Risen Indeed. Alleluia!
So they left the tomb quickly with … great joy, and ran to tell his disciples (Mt 28:8)
Risen One, Bringer of Joy, plant the seeds of great gladness deep in the soil of my being.
May I enjoy life, begin each day with enthusiasm, and become ever more aware of you.
Amen

Term Dates 2019
TERM 1 2019
Monday 4th February - Friday 5th April
TERM 3 2019
Monday 15th July- 20th September

TERM 2 2019
Monday 29th April - Friday 28th June
TERM 4 2019
Monday 7th October- 17th December

Diary Dates 2019
April

Event

Monday 29
Tuesday 30

May
Wednesday 1
Friday 3
Friday 3
Sunday 5
Monday 6
Tuesday 7
Tuesday 7
Wednesday 8
Thursday 9
Friday 10
Friday 10
Friday 10
Tuesday 14
Wednesday 15
Wednesday 15
Thursday 16
Thursday 16
Friday 17
Saturday 18
Sunday 19
Tuesday 21
Tuesday 21
Thursday 23
Friday 24
Friday 24
Saturday 25
Sunday 26th
Sunday 26th

Term 2 Commences
Walkathon/Colourthon

Event

Time
8.50am
2 pm

Time

Where
Warner Reserve

Where

PFA Meeting
7pm
Assembly
2.40pm- 3.30pm The Hub
St Michael's Athletics Carnival Year 3- 6
9am-1pm
Bill Sewart Reserve
Women's Mass & Breakfast
9.00 - 12 pm
The Hub
Prep 2020 Transition Program Art Music &
Storytime
9.30-10.30
Wellbeing Room
5/6 Science Incursion
9am -11am
Sushi Tuesday
11am
Mothers Day Stall
3/4 Excursion to Melbourne Museum
All Day
3-6 St Michael's Cross Country Event
9am - 11am
Prep 2020 Enrolments Due
Electives
2.40pm
Naplan
Naplan
Prep 2020 Transition Program Art Music &
Story Time
9.30 -10.30 am Wellbeing Room
Naplan
First Eucharist Family Faith Evening
7.00 -8.00 pm
The Hub
Assembly
2.40pm- 3.30pm The Hub
School Enhancement Session
9.00 - 11 am
St Michael's Day
TBC
GIDSSA Cross Country - (Selected students) 8.50am - 1.30pm Nettleton Park
5/6 Catholic Care Talk Jeff Wild
9:30 – 10:30am
Prep 2020 Interviews
All Day
Prep 2020 Interviews
All Day
Electives
First Eucharist Commitment Mass
6.30 pm-730 pm The Church
First Eucharist Commitment Mass
9.00am-10.00am The Church
First Eucharist Commitment Mass
10.30am-11.30am The Church
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Term Two Begins
We warmly welcome you back for Term Two, 2019. We are noticing the changeable weather this week as it seems to suggest we are
in the thick of Autumn. We hope some of you were able to enjoy the extra long break. The staff has shared three days of extremely
productive learning. Our first two professional learning days focused on engaging with scripture through a pedagogy of encounter.
Friday’s professional learning focused on Writing and our collaborative inquiry. All Staff will return to Term Two energized with their
new learning.
We also expect the students will be well rested and eager to return. We anticipate that it will be a productive and enjoyable term for
them all.
As the calendar indicates this will be an eventful term and this is particularly so with, Family Week, the Women’s Breakfast, Mother’s
Day, the Color-run, Eucharist Faith Night, NAPLAN testing, and our major focus on Writing.
We Share the Joy of our “Risen Lord”
Easter has passed, but our ‘Risen’ Lord is forever with us. This Easter Season gives us many opportunities to reflect on the mystery of
the resurrection and the message of hope. Through the Easter celebrations you may have experienced a personal opportunity to
renew your relationship with our Lord. The Paschal Candle that we light for the first time at the Easter Services always reminds us that
‘Jesus is the Light of the World.’ Easter is a 50 day celebration until Pentecost.
Farewell to Kimberly, Nicki and Beth
Over the break Erin and I have been busy interviewing for teachers and Learning Support Officers. Nicki Macfarlane has resigned
from her PE role at St Michael’s. Nicki’s father is unwell and she will be visiting her family in New Zealand. Nicki will also be working
as a CRT (Casual Relief Teacher). Kimberly Chin has secured a position at another school in an effort to gain a greater work/life
balance that will meet her needs. We thank both Kimberly and Nicki for their dedication to the students and families of St Michael’s
and wish them every success for the future. We will miss these teachers and are deeply grateful for all they have done for our
community over their years at St Michael’s.
Beth Johnston, one of our Learning Support Officers has resigned from St Michael’s to resume teaching VCE. We thank Beth for her
work and support of our students and wish her well for all future endeavours. She will also be greatly missed.
Welcome Michelle, Leah, Zainab and Giovanna
I am very excited to welcome Michelle Delaney to St Michael’s. Michelle is our PE teacher. She has educated students throughout
various levels in both primary and secondary. Her experiences include; PE specialist at Highvale Primary, a PE specialist at Bell
Primary, camps, carnivals, interschool/regional sport competitions and various coaching positions. Recent experiences include helping
to develop fundamental skills with prep and kinder children. I believe she will be a wonderful addition to our team. Leah Blake is an
experienced teacher who will be in 3/4 EK on Mondays. Leah has worked in a variety of Primary school settings and currently works
part-time at Our Lady’s in Surrey Hills. We are very excited to have Leah join us. Zainab Baqueri and Giovanna Boccari are Learning
Support Officers who will be joining us. Both have experience in Learning Support and we look forward to working together at St
Michael’s.
Congratulations to Erica Cremer
Erica Cremer (Prep E) and her husband Brett are proud to announce they are expecting their first child. Their baby is due in August
and Erica will be working all of Term 2 and then taking parental leave. We are extremely excited for Erica and Brett and wish them
every happiness.
Throughout Term Two Erica will be teaching in 3/4AL to replace Laurina who is in the USA and Canada conducting a research project
and Ann Lagreca who is taking leave this term to care for her Mum who has been extremely unwell and has been in and out of
hospital. Our prayers and thoughts are with Ann and her Mum for a speedy recovery.
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Congratulations St Michael’s Staff and Students
In the holidays I received a letter from the independent statutory body; The Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting
Authority (ACARA) which stated,
Dear Principal,
I am pleased to advise that ACARA has identified your school as having demonstrated substantially above average gain in
reading and numeracy achievement, as measured by NAPLAN. On behalf of ACARA, I would like to extend my congratulations to
you and your school community on this achievement. Improvement in student literacy and numeracy of this magnitude, as
measured by NAPLAN, is significant and worthy of highlighting and acknowledging.
Well done everyone. We have substantial gain in both Numeracy and Reading. We are one of the 68 schools mentioned in the
newspaper. I am exceptionally proud of the hard work, openness to learning and dedication that our teachers and leaders provide
to and for our students.

Marisa Matthys
Principal
mmatthys@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

St Michael's Parish Day
On May 19th we will hold our inaugural St. Michael's Parish Day. Archbishop Peter Commensoli will celebrate mass at 10:30. This
will be followed by a barbecue and sporting activities for the children. Please bring a plate. Come along to help us celebrate our
wonderful parish community!
Did you know?
The first mass celebrated in Ashburton was in 1927. The original church (now the staff area of the school) was blessed and
opened by Archbishop Mannix in 1933 (during the Great Depression). St. Michael’s was created a parish in 1946. The first parish
priest was Fr. John Ryan. An army chaplain during World War 2, Fr. Ryan oversaw construction of our current church with great
care. He passed away just before its completion in 1955. The church is an enduring legacy of his efforts and those of many
generous parishioners.

Dear Families,
We would like to take this opportunity to introduce you to and share some information about a Year Four student in our school
named Lilla. Lilla has a condition called alopecia. Alopecia is an autoimmune condition that causes hair loss. You can’t “catch”
alopecia: it is not contagious. Currently, there is no effective treatment for alopecia and Lilla is not in any pain or discomfort, she is a
healthy and happy girl with no hair. In a world where we are encouraged to accept all individuals regardless of our differences we
hope that you have found this information to be helpful in educating your children. We appreciate you taking the time to read this
excerpt and hope that you will share this
information with your family. We feel education is vital, especially for children, in understanding people’s differences. If you have any
questions regarding Alopecia, please feel free to let us know.
Sincerely,
Tracey and Martin Otley, Laurina van-der-EL, Ann Lagreca, Jo Mannix and Marisa Matthys.
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