ST MICHAEL'S PARISH SCHOOL
ASHBURTON
A safe community of animated learners enlightened by faith in God

EDITION 16/19
October 10th 2019

O Lord, I will always sing of your constant love,
I will proclaim your faithfulness forever.
I know that your love will last for all time,
that your faithfulness is as permanent as the sky.
Your Kingdom is founded on righteousness and justice.
Love and faithfulness are shown in all you do.
AMEN
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PRINCIPAL'S NEWS
Dear Parents and Caregivers,
Welcome Back
I welcome everyone back for Term Four, 2019.The last term for this school year seems to have arrived very quickly and as it
is always an action packed term, we hope that everyone feels refreshed and relaxed.
I anticipate that for our Year Six students this will be a memorable term, particularly as it includes their graduation and Confirmation. I feel
positive this will be a wonderful term for all students, parents and staff.
Welcome and Congratulations to St Michael’s new Principal.
I personally congratulate Meredith Bennett on her appointment as Principal of St Michael’s commencing 2020. Meredith was Deputy
Principal at St Michael’s for three years, she is also a close friend and I feel reassured that St Michael’s will be in good hands and flourish
under her leadership. Meredith is extremely excited to be returning to this great school and community. Meredith and I will
meet often this term ensuring a smooth transition into the role.
Sacrament of Confirmation
We continue to pray for our students who are embarking on their Confirmation journey. Fr Laurence, Gail, Erin and the Year 5/6
teachers have been working closely together to ensure a deep understanding of the Sacrament of Confirmation for our children. On
Thursday 17th October, the Confirmation candidates will participate in a Confirmation Reflection Day. Today they spent time with
Archbishop Denis Hart reflecting on theirknowledge of the sacrament.I look forward to joining the families for the Sacrament of
Confirmation at 1:45pm on Saturday 19th October at St Michael’s Church.
Happy World Teachers Day
Thank you Jac S, Angela N and Nikki M for providing a beautiful lunch for staff to celebrate World Teacher's Day. We are all truly grateful
and reflected upon the great responsibility we are entrusted with as professionals.
Thank you PFA
I would like to thank Kate W, Lourice S, Nikki M and the PFA for providing lunch for students at the end of term three. It is a lovely tradition
and greatly appreciated by the students.
Welcome Back
Today we welcomed Ms Nagel back from leave. Erin visited Japan where she previously taught and lived. We also welcome Louise Hedley
our Reading Recovery teacher, back from a term’s leave.
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
I was extremely fortunate to have spent 17 days in Jordan and Israel over the holidays. To have walked in the footsteps of Jesus in
Jerusalem, Capernaum, Cana, Tiberias and the Sea of Galilee was truly fascinating. The city of Petra in Wadi Musa the Valley of Moses
was equally impressive and the Treasury built by the Nabataeans was so amazing. The history that has shaped these Middle Eastern
countries is so ancient and extensive. I concluded that I have visited the land of extremes; extreme climate, extreme terrain, extreme
religions and extreme politics. The Arabic, Jordanian and Palestinian people were so hospitable and welcoming and it highlighted to me
how discerning one needs to be when reading Australian newspaper articles as often these people are portrayed in such a negative light. It
is so important to be taught critical literacy. I hope many of you have the opportunity to visit these incredible countries.

Congratulations to Haydon, Lauren, Rosie and Olive Day on the birth of Harrison.
We know he will bring you great joy and happiness
Marisa Matthys
Principal
mmatthys@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

IMPORTANT REMINDERS
WHOLE SCHOOL CLOSURE MONDAY 4TH NOVEMBER
PREP 2020 TRANSITION MORNINGS
7, 13 & 21 NOVEMBER
UNIFORM SHOP OPENING DAYS
MONDAY 11 NOVEMBER & MONDAY 2ND DECEMBER
ST MICHAEL'S FUN FAIR 24th NOVEMBER
WHOLE SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY
FRIDAY 29th NOVEMBER
WHOLE SCHOOL END OF YEAR MASS 13TH DECEMBER
SCHOOL ENHANCEMENT SESSIONS
All of our families are encouraged to participate in our Enhancement Sessions as they are a wonderful way
to not only assist our school but also network and make connections with other families.
The school enhancement fee of $200 will be discounted if two or more of these sessions are attended. If
you plan on attending our Enhancement sessions, you may exclude the $200 fee from your Annual
statement. Naturally, if by the end of the year you have not attended the Enhancement Sessions as
intended, this will remain on your account.
Please go to www.schoolinterviews.com.au and use the code t56yq to register for a session.
School Enhancement Sessions in 2019
Saturday 23rd November at 9.00am - 11.00am
Friday 6th December at 5.00pm - 7.00pm
Thank you to David Thek for coordinating the Friday Enhancement Sessions and Tim Wrathall for
coordinating the Saturday sessions. Please email Tim Wrathall at tim@wrathall.com.au if you have
any queries.
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Multi Cultural Week
3/4B loved their opportunity to learn the traditions of Chile.
The students enjoyed every part of it! A few highlights were being able to dress up.
It was fantastic that there are so many parts of costumes so that all 3-6 students
could wear a little bit of the culture. There were many bright coloured scarves,
skirts, dresses and vests. Students learnt dances and played games that are long
established in Chilean celebrations.
“I loved the game where we could throw the ball to knock over the cans”
“I enjoyed learning the partner dance, I have never done anything like that.”
“It was so fun to do the macarena, although Maria had a slightly different
version of what we knew!”
It was a great immersive learning opportunity for students, experiencing first hand
the culture of one of their peers. We hope that we can have more experiences like
that one to expand our cultural understanding.
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WELLBEING UPDATE

Sexuality Education Evenings
We have been able to secure Sue Pain from 'About Real Life ' who is an experienced presenter on the subject of Sexuality Education for Year
3/4 and 5/6 students. The Sexuality Education evenings will be on Thursday 17th October in the Hub from 6.15pm - 7.15pm for Year 3/4
students and their parents and 7.30 - 8.30pm for Year 5/6 students and their parents. A Ticketeboo booking link was emailed to Year 3/4
and 5/6 families in Week 8 of Term 3.

Term 4 Student Representative Council
Congratulations to the following students who have been elected by their peers to be Term 4 SRC member for their Class

Prep E: Eleni M and Sam S
Prep C: Brayden F & Chloe D
1/2 A: Jasmine P and Alex H
1/2 D: Izzy D and Archie M
1/2 HD: Emily T and Clare W
1/2 R: Rowan P and Joel W

Running Club
3/4 B: Rebecca T and Annabel W
3/4AL: Charlotte G and Lilla O
3/4 EK: Amy N and Annabel Escott
3/4 J: Flynn S A and Ben B
5/6 R: Sam B and Karina B
5/6 L: Sophia H and Alex L

5/6 E: Lexie W and Christian T

8am Thursday Morning
I look forward to working with you this Term. All Parents and Caregivers are invited to the first assembly on Friday 18th
Before
October when students will be presented
with their SRCSchool
badges.
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We welcome the Cyber Safety
Project to St Michael’s!

Parent Workshop -Thursday 24th October 7pm-8.30pm in the Hub.
This session aims at providing you with the insights and important information about popular social networking and online gaming platforms
for young people today. Building a positive and healthy family environment where digital use is encouraged but managed effectively can be a
tough balance. We will discuss ways you can ensure your children stay safe through making use of an application’s privacy settings and help
them to build positive digital habits through your family’s digital user agreement.
I strongly advise all parents to attend this great workshop. I was fortunate enough to attend one of their sessions at the Education Show. Sam
and Trent are very engaging and you will leave with some great tech tips you can use to help support your children to be safe online at home.
Watch the video below to find out what the parent workshops are all about.
Student Workshops- Friday 25th October
All students will be participating in an interactive Cyber Safety session. The sessions will be developing the following outcome
-Children have the skills to interact safely and responsibly online.
-Children build digital resilience and know how to seek support if they feel unsafe.
-Children are digitally responsible and make ethical decisions when communicating, curating and collaborating online.
For more information follow their instagram feed @cybersafetyproject or visit https://www.cybersafetyproject.com.au

Charlotte Allan callan@smashburton.catholic.edu.au Positive Behaviour
Support Leader, Science and Technology Teacher and STEM Coordinator.

ST MICHAEL'S AWARDS
Prep C
Brayden F: for your amazing effort in story-writing. Brayden, it was so wonderful to see you use your imagination to write lots of ideas
and put a lot of detail in your writing.
Eve P: for displaying the school expectation of Make a Difference by being a cheerful and positive member of our class in Prep C.
Patrick P: for being very responsible and focused when you complete your activities in class. Patrick it is so good to see you follow
the instructions of our activities and make sure you are always trying your best.
Prep E
Gabriel G: you have made such wonderful progress in your writing this Term. You have made your writing interesting for the reader by thinking about which
verbs you can add, and always reread your writing to make sure it makes sense. Keep up the great work!
Francesca G: It is fantastic to see how engaged and excited you are about all the tasks you undertake. You show such a passion for your own learning and
it shines through in your daily work. Keep up the amazing work!
Sanne M -SMASH-Help Others- Sanne, you are a great friend to your peers in Prep E. You are always there if someone is lonely or sad, you love to make
sure people are happy, smiling and always have someone to play with.
1/2A
Mayah L: for your enthusiasm and participation in the school production. Additionally, you were a respectful and attentive audience member when watching
the other cast. Well done!
Matthew N: You always get on with the task and get things done. I was so impressed with how you worked with your maths group in matching all the time
cards and laying them all out. Congratulations on being a quiet achiever!
Jeremy S:Smash Award: For displaying the School Expectation of Helping Others. You have been a considerate class member when you found and
recognised special items belonging to a classmate in the school yard and made sure to put them in a safe place in his locker. So thoughtful!

ST MICHAEL'S AWARDS

1/2D
Scarlett H: for writing an amazing sentence during patterned writing, the sentence is “ Down the gigantic valley across burnt flowers, jogs joey with a lizard in
his little furry pouch” Well done!!
Andreas M: for writing an amazing sentence during patterned writing, the sentence being “ Behind the curved floors under sticky wood, flies bee with an ant
holding onto his gentle wing” Well done!!
Holly G: SMASH For displaying the School Expectation of Act responsibly by modelling appropriate behaviours and always having a go in challenging
situations. Well done!
1/2HD
Billy P :Wonderful reading growth and sharing your love of reading with the class.
Zane F: Congratulations Zane for working towards being more flexible with your thinking. You have shown amazing growth in this area and have been
working hard on your handwriting goal.
1/2R
Matthew H: for the effort he put into his PAT testing and making progress in reading.
Ava S: for the effort she put into her PAT testing and making progress in reading.
William P: for displaying the school expectation 'Show respect' by showing great listening and using his manners.

3/4AL
Max H: Max you have shown exceptional growth in your reading skills due to your dedication to improve. You use incredible strategies to track what you
are finding difficult and to discuss your thinking out loud. I am so proud of you!
Sophie B :(SMASH award for Making a Difference) Your laughter and love of learning has been contagious in our classroom. We are going to miss you
immensely in our classroom and wish you all the best at your new school.
Maddie T: Maddie you maintained an amazing growth mindset during our production. We loved the way you stayed positive and flexible during rehearsals.
3/4B
Sarah Y: growth in reading from always trying her hardest
Zoe M: growth in maths showing a readiness to ask questions, discuss which strategy works best and seek help when it is needed
Ade O'C: Make a Difference by including others in the playground
3/4J
Adelaide F: Always modelling to our class how to share a special and grateful prayer that considers the needs of those around you, and sharing these
with a clear, loud voice.
Aidan D: Your thoughtful and reflective answers. Aidan you are such a deep thinker, and show this in every area of your work; especially your Inquiry
thinking routine this week. I love seeing your knowledge grow every day, keep up the incredible work!
William G: For displaying the School Expectation of Make a Difference by being being a kind and supportive friend, who always makes sure that others
feel included. Thank you for supporting everyone in your class!
3/4EK
Sienna C: for using a variety of sentence types in her writing
Amy N: for helping others by encouraging them, no matter how easy or hard you find the task
Chiara G: for your improvement in all areas of maths and commitment to have a go no matter how difficult the task.
5/6L
Will O: for displaying the SMASH expectation of Helping Others by supporting a Prep student in need during break time. You showed great care by supporting
a peer in need. Thank you for always caring about the students in the younger years and making their time at St Michael’s positive.
Emelia S: Emelia, it was so lovely watching you give the maths assessment a go. Through your perseverance you made fantastic growth. Well done on
developing as a learner and showing willingness to try tasks that extend your thinking.
Alexander L: Alex, well done on your dedication to production. You did a great job of playing ‘Chief Chris’. It has been lovely watching your confidence grow
throughout the term. Keep up all your hard work.
5/6 E
Zander A for displaying the SMASH expectation of Helping Others. It has been a pleasure to watch you help your classmates and other members of the school
community. You were extremely helpful in the school production and demonstrated the St Michael’s school values. Great work Zander!
Catalina J: Catalina, you have demonstrated a commitment to your studies through your enthusiasm to starting tasks and supporting your classmates to
succeed. Great work Catalina!
Reine N: Congratulations Reine on working hard this week in all tasks that we have done. You have shown a great attitude to your studies and set a good
example to your fellow classmates. Great work!
5/6R
Alice O'C: - Help Others- by encouraging others no matter how easy or hard you find the task
Bridie H: for putting in a wonderful effort into your rubric!
Lucy B : for giving everything a go during the multicultural week
Respectful Relationships Award
Keven G in 3/4 for always including others during break. Keep up the great work!
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SPORTS UPDATE

GIDSSA ATHLETICS
On Wednesday September 11th, 82 students proudly represented St Michael’s at the GIDSSA Athletics carnival. Big congratulations to Justin
W, Lucy B, Emma C, Annabelle M, GabrielleM, Alice O’C, Sophie W and Jonathan M who put on superb performances that successfully
secured them a spot at the Boroondara Divisional Carnival held at Bill Sewart Reserve Wednesday October 9th.

Thank-you to all the parents who provided their assistance at the GIDSSA event. Your support and contribution is appreciated. Thank-you
to Nick Bowden and all the wonderful staff from Aussie Aths who imparted their knowledge and expertise onto students last term, by
providing loads of fun and engaging athletics clinics that helped students from all year’s levels develop important fundamental movement
skills.
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SPORT UPDATE
WALK RIDE OR SCOOTER AND
BUILD HEALTHY HABITS FOR
LIFE! WALK TO SCHOOL 2019
Get ready, get set for Walk to School 2019! St Michael’s has joined the hundreds of primary schools across Victoria for a fun month of
walking, riding and scooting to and from school this October, commencing day one next term. By participating, we have a chance to win
some great prizes! In 2019, we will be encouraging our entire school to walk, ride and scoot to school. If your child can’t walk, ride or
scoot to school, there are heaps of ways they can still get involved in the fun. Parents can drop off their children a few blocks from the
entrance to the school and walk the rest of the way or helping their kids to meet up with friends before school to walk around the oval.
Children are healthier and happier when they’re active everyday. Walking children to school is a great opportunity to get them active and
build their confidence and life skills. It’s also a chance for everyone to spend some quality family time together.

Term 4 Sun Smart Season
Summer is coming, this means its time to be sun smart. To ensure that all students and
staff at St Michael’s are protected from skin damage caused by the harmful ultraviolet
rays of the sun whilst at school, St Michael’s is educating students on a combination of
sun protection measures (hats, suitable clothing, sunscreen and shade).
Students and teachers are required to wear a hat when outside and participating in
Physical Education during Term 4. Students need to wear their St Michael’s school hat.
It is also strongly encouraged that students apply sunscreen prior to going outside and
play in the shade whenever possible.

Michelle Delaney mdelaney@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
Sports Coordinator & Physical Education Teacher

Running Club
8am Thursday Morning
Before School

The Mystery of Life
School Production
Cast B

The Mystery of Life
School Production
Cast B

Multicultural Week

SCHOOL COMMUNITY
UNIFORM
SHOP NEWS

Swim Duffle Bags!!
Years Prep to Year 2 will have swimming lessons in Term 4 and students will need a small bag
to take their towels, goggles, etc. to the pool each day. Available in the uniform shop is the
St Michael’s Swimming Duffle Bag. This is a lightweight draw string bag that is easy to carry and
is made of showerproof fabric so wet towels & swimmers won’t soak through! Whilst the swim
duffle has the St Michael’s logo printed on the front it is not a compulsory uniform item however
they are very handy and easy for the children to use and at only $13 they are a
bargain. Order yours now via the online shop!
Term 4 - Shop Opening Days
The uniform shop will be open from 8.30am to 9.00am on the following days:
Monday 7th October
Monday 11th November
Monday 2nd December – last day for 2019

2nd Hand Uniform Sale – Wednesday 16th October
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Mark your calendars so you don’t miss the Term 4 2nd hand uniform sale at 8.30am
near the main gates. Most items are $5 and Bomber Jackets are $10.
This will be a great opportunity to pick up a couple of “spare” items for the wardrobe.
Please note that sales are cash only,
and BYO bag. Sorry but personal shopping only and no rain checks!!

ONLINE SHOP
All uniform items are available to purchase via our online shop at https://stmichaelsashburton.shopdesq.com/
Exchanges: please return via the office basket in your child’s class. Please ensure that you include your name and child’s class so that we
can send the return home. Regrettably we can only exchange items that are unworn and still have their tags attached.
Any questions or comments – contact Melanie and Belinda via email uniformshop@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

If you have any questions or comments please email Melanie and Belinda at:
uniformshop@smashburton.catholic.edu.au.
Thanks
Melanie W (Lexie 5/6E) and Belinda ( Caitlin 3/4J)

Art & Tinkering Club
Every Tuesday
during 1st Break

SCHOOL COMMUNITY

EXTEND UPDATE

LIBRARY CLUB
Every Wednesday during 1st Break

School
Community

Community

Help St Michael's Primary - Ashburton raise funds
and enjoy valuable up to 50% off and 2-for-1 offers for
everything you love to do!
Purchase your 2019 | 2020 Entertainment Membership today!

CLICK HERE TO SUPPORT US NOW!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
St Michael's Primary - Ashburton
Marisa Matthys
0398853105
mmatthys@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

