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Fare ell and Thank you

O Lord, Let the dreams of our children soar
Give them the strength, courage and insight they need to work and bring their life vision to reality
Be with them Lord as their minds wander, as they dream their dreams
Let your Spirit guide their imagination so that their worries and anxieties will not overcome them.
Help them to see that nothing is beyond their reach
Give them confidence and help to guide their decision making
Be with them when they rejoice with every step forward
Love them and keep them safe.
Amen

Term Dates 2020
TERM 1 2020
Staff Induction Days Tuesday 28th & Wednesday 29th January 2020
Student Testing Days Thursday 30th & Friday 31st January 2020

Term 1 2020
Monday 3rd February - Friday 27th March

TERM 2 2020
Tuesday 14th April - 26th June 2020
TERM 3 2020
Monday 14th July - 18th September 2020

Diary Dates 2019/2020
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PRINCIPAL'S NEWS

Dear Parents and Caregivers
Farewell Year Sixes
As another year ends for St Michael’s Parish School we are grateful to have had an opportunity to stop, reflect and express gratitude for
the many achievements of our school community in 2019. Thank you to Rachael Miceli, Liz Pickles and Elle Smart for your support and
love of the Year Six children throughout the year; Erin Nagel and Fr Laurence for the beautiful Mass; the Year Five students for their
support of the Year Sixes. A special thank you to the Parish Choir for offering to lead the singing. Indeed we have much
to be thankful for and proud of this year. For the Year Six students, parents and staff, we look forward to a wonderful celebration of St
Michael’s in the Hub with our graduation class of 2019. Thank you to the graduation committee of 2019. You have done an amazing job
and I am fortunate to be able to experience another St Michael’s Graduation. Thank you to the Year Five parents and ex-students of St
Michael’s for your generosity in offering to serve and clean up.
End of Year Thanksgiving Mass
Last Friday at 10am the St Michael’s community came together to celebrate and give thanks for all that has been achieved in 2019. We are
truly grateful to God and we wanted to give thanks for St Michael’s Parish School and everyone involved. Thank you to families who
joined us to celebrate together and farewell to our leaving Prep to Year Five families.
School Leaders 2020
Congratulations to the Year Five students voted in by their peers as School Leaders for 2020.
School Captains for 2020 Reine Nguyen, Jasper Tudor, Leila Molinaro and Ciara Whitehouse.
Sports Leaders
Green Team: Flick Comerford and Sam Hoy,
Blue Team: Annabelle Mackintosh and Gab Menegola,
Red Team: Dom Puopolo and Stephanie Precious,
Gold Team: James Merida and Holly Durkin.
Wellbeing Leaders: Alice O’Callaghan and Lexie Windsor.
Arts Leaders: Finn Shaw and Jess Tamas.
Social Justice Leaders: Mija Lewis and Maya Zeine.
Media and Communication Leaders: Liam Justus and Olivia Kotzapavlidis
Environmental Leaders: Abigail Grigg and Genevieve Dyer.
Diversity Leaders: Bridie Hutchinson and Georgia Bianchin.
All leaders were appropriately acknowledged at the End of Year Mass and will receive their badges at the first assembly in 2020. The
Staff look forward to working with them in 2020. Congratulations to all the Year Five students who applied for leadership. Your speeches
were outstanding and every Year Six child is called upon to demonstrate leadership.
Carols on the Green
Thank you to the St Michael’s community for supporting our Carols on the Green. The staff and I are grateful for your support. It was a
relaxing, joyous occasion where we all had a few hours to stop, reflect, sing and be with family and friends. Thank you to Helen Meehan
and Teachers for organising the event. Congratulations to the teachers and students for excellent singing and performances. We wish you
all a Merry Christmas! Thank you to the PFA for the sausage sizzle and to Judy Bertone and team for selling some of the excess Fair
items.
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In Appreciation
This time of the year for us is an ending and a beginning. The school year ends, the holidays commence and for some students, parents
and staff the new year will bring a new beginning at a different setting. We feel some sadness as we say goodbye to students, parents and
staff who have been a part of our school community, a part of the St Michael’s story. We thank them for their generous spirit and what they
have contributed to our school and wish them all the best for the next stage of their lives:
Parents
Lisa and Steven Avgeridis, Betty Collum, Maria Dickson, Emily and Quentin Escott, Kate and Michael Foldi, Wendy Alweyn and David
Hawkins, Jillian and Daniel Hickey, Christina Lowe, Maria Valenzuela and Reginald Jigins, Elpida and Dennis Liberis, Jo and Kevin
Mannix, Anita and Justin O'Shea, Kirsten and Antoine Pinto, Swapna Ranjith and Ranjith Seshadri, Louise Sweeney and Dan Dwyer,
Jacinta Sonego and David Thek, Marie-Claude and Kevin Thia, Daniel Wall, Gemma Lewington- Webb and Andrew Webb,
Students
Zander A, Jade B, Lucy B, Elyssa D, Emma D,Nicholas E, Annie E, Holly F, Oliver G, India H, Macy H, Sophia H, James H, Abigail H,
Catalina J, Ben J, Nicole K, Alexander L, Annalise M, Cahill M, Hugo M, Jennifer M, Michael N, William O'H, Sareena O'S,James O'S Eva
P, Rowan P, Esha S, Sienna S-A, Alana S, Sarah S, Emelia S, Victor S, Rebecca T, Christian T, Justin W, Sophie W.
Congratulations to all of our students on the achievements of 2020.
As the year ends I would like to acknowledge the work of the Parents’ and Friends’ Auxiliary. This dynamic group of dedicated parents
attends meetings and forms the executive of this group to support the school community. This year the PFA will continue to build up funds
to contribute to the resurfacing of the Top Courts which will cost approx $100,000. Many thanks to our outgoing members Jac Sonego,
Kate Wrathall, Sarah Griffith and Stacey McKenna for supporting a terrific group of parents.
I am grateful for the School Advisory Council which has had an extremely productive year under the direction of Michael Fletcher. Our
deepest gratitude is expressed to Tim Wrathall who has completed his two year term on SAC.
I am grateful to all of our parents for your support, co-operation and trust. It is fair to say that we cannot achieve half of what we do, if
education at St Michael’s wasn’t seen as a partnership. Parental involvement in various aspects of school life and your trust in
us to do our job well is greatly appreciated by the staff and students. I have truly valued the friendships we have developed over the years.
I am grateful for the school leadership executive: Erin Nagel, Jo Mannix, Leanne Gibbs, Laurina van der EL, Emma Burgess and Charlotte
Allan. This group of professionals has been a wonderful support to me and I appreciate their guidance and advice in all matters of school
life. It has been a pleasure to work with such dedicated leaders. I would especially like to acknowledge Erin Nagel and her incredible
commitment to the students of St Michael’s. It has been an absolute pleasure to work with Erin. She is a knowledgeable, dedicated
faith leader who is constantly striving for excellence. I have learnt so much from her.
Jo Mannix has been incredibly supportive staff member. She is always willing to go above and beyond for the sake of the students. Jo has
been at St Michael’s for 10 years and has decided to forge a new career path. She is a true professional and a great PE teacher, Student
Wellbeing, and Learning Diversity leader as well as classroom teacher. Jo transformed the new student service role into leadership of
Learning Diversity. She has touched the hearts of many throughout her career but especially at St Michael’s. I thank her and wish her good
luck for the future.
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Congratulations to Laurina van der EL for all of her incredible work at St Michael’s. Laurina has worked collaboratively
guided by Leanne to improve Literacy at St Michael’s. I congratulate Laurina on her great achievements in her 6 years at St Michael’s,
so much of our students amazing growth is due to her commitment, and knowledge. Laurina is moving to St Mary’s Greensborough as
full time Literacy Leader
Leanne Gibbs has worked at St Michael’s for 4 years. She is celebrating 39 years as an educator, teacher, RR teacher and leader.
Leanne is the most professional, knowledgeable, compassionate, trustworthy, hard-working friend and colleague one could ever hope
for. We have learnt so much from Leanne. Leanne’s contribution to Literacy improvement is profound. Leanne is the exemplar model of
teaching. We know teachers make the difference and Leanne is the perfect example. Leanne will go out of her way to help others not
only in Literacy but wherever and whenever there is a need. Leanne is retiring and will now travel and enjoy life with her family.
I would like to acknowledge the generous contribution of our amazing teaching staff, their commitment, dedication and energy is
inspiring and I thank each of them for the manner in which they have worked this year. To Kathy Muhllechner and Rochelle Kursidim in
the office– thank you for all you do for us. I wish the staff a well- earned, peaceful holiday and I will miss them all.
We have had so many volunteers help us on a regular basis this year, thank you to all our class helpers; Helen McMillan for the school
banking; Beck and Belinda for book club; Steve Molnar and many other parents for Walking School Bus; Belinda and Mel for the uniform
shop
Thank you to Fr Laurence, Gail and Valerie for the nurturing of our whole parish community and celebrating in the life of the school this
year and for their spiritual guidance.
Finally, thank you to the most important people, the students of St Michael’s. Thank you for a wonderful year of learning, you
enthusiastically enter into all parts of school life and inspire us every day. We congratulate you on your achievements throughout the
year and for your friendship and cooperation every day. It has been a pleasure to work alongside you and I wish you well for all future
endeavours.
Thank you for a wonderful 7 years. I wish you all a happy and Holy Christmas and a relaxing and safe holiday. God bless you all.

Marisa Matthys
Principal
mmatthys@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
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DEPUTY PRINCIPAL'S
NEWS
Dear Parents and Caregivers,
I’d like to take this chance to thank all of the community here at St Michael’s for a fantastic year. It has been a pleasure working with
you all and I look forward to an exciting year ahead in 2020. May God bless you this Christmas and I wish you a safe and relaxing
holiday.
Farewell Mrs Matthys
I would like thank Marisa for the work she completed during her time here as
Principal at St Michael’s Parish School. During the three years that I have had the
pleasure of working with Marisa, we have shared some challenges, many laughs
and much joy. She built a strong leadership team and staff. Her drive and endless
dedication is unquestionable and her commitment has enabled all learners at St
Michael’s to experience joy, happiness, growth and success. Marisa always places
the students needs and wellbeing at the core of all her decisions and this I will
continue to keep with me when she leaves. On behalf of all here at St Michael’s I
thank Marisa for her leadership. St Michael’s community has been blessed and
benefited enormously having her as their Principal. She leaves us prepared for the
future and with a clear vision for learning. I pass on best wishes as Marisa starts a
new chapter of leadership at St Mary’s Greensborough. I will most definitely miss
her leadership however, I know the friendship we have developed will most
certainly continue.
Mini Vinnies News - Advent and the St Vincent de Paul Toy Appeal
Thank you to all who donated gifts for the St Vincent de Paul Toy Appeal. The staff delivered all the wonderful gifts to the Church on
Monday and the members of the local Ashburton St Vincent de Paul chapter are very grateful for your generosity.
Carols on the Green
Thank you to all families who attended our Carols on the Green last Tuesday. It was fantastic watching all classes perform their songs,
we certainly have some talented performers. A big thank you to Helen for all her work preparing the evening and to the parents who
ran the BBQ and food stall.

End of Term BBQ
Thank you to Jac S and the ex-students who organised and cooked the BBQ for our students on their last day of term.

Erin Nagel
Deputy Principal
enagel@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

IMPORTANT REMINDERS
School Fees & Levies
There are still outstanding school fees and levies. This office will close 2pm on Wednesday, please
make your payments before that time unless you have a payment plan in place. Those families who
have not returned your 2020 Payment Option Form, please do so immediately.
kathym@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

LAST DAY TERM 4
17TH DECEMBER
TESTING DAYS
THURSDAY 30TH FRIDAY 31ST JANUARY 2020
SUNDAY OPENING SCHOOL MASS
2ND FEBRUARY 2020
MONDAY TERM 1
3RD FEBRUARY 2020
YEAR 3 TO 6 SWIMMING
3RD -14TH FRBURARY
YEAR 5/6 PARENT CAMP MEETING
MONDAY 17TH FEBRUARY
ASH WEDNESDAY MASS 26TH FEBRUARY

SCHOOL PHOTOS
TUESDAY 10TH FEBRUARY
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Sports News
2019 Twlight Sport
Friday 6th December was St Michael’s annual Sport day. All students were actively engaged throughout the day, consistently
participating in the spirit of the games. All students demonstrated sportsmanship and fellow comaraderie supporting and
encouraging each other throughout the various events. Congratulations to Green House who won the team spirit award and Gold
House who narrowly took overall victory on the day.
Huge thank-you to Nick Bowden for all his support and to Sullivan Mardling and Sam Bowden for dedicating their time to provide
assistance with the running of the sprint event.
May everyone have a wonderful, safe and happy holidays.
Merry Christmas to you all and thank-you for all your participation and support in 2019

Michelle Delaney
mdelaney@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
Sports Coordinator & Physical Education Teacher

Carols on the Green

Marisa's Farewell
Assembly

School
Community
Past St Michael's Student Awards
2019 Siena College Academic Award
Academic endeavour awards are given to students at Siena College who have demonstrated commitment, enthusiasm and
persistence towards their studies. Academic excellence awards are given to students for academic excellence in their
studies. These past St Michael's students were in the top 5% of their year level.
Year 7:
Academic Excellence Award – Tess Barker
Year 8:
Academic Excellence Award – Jess Higgins
Academic Excellence Award – Mia Kelly Academic excellence award – Amali Hawkins
Year 9
Academic Endeavour Award – Emily Mackintosh
Academic Endeavour Award – Emily Ovens
Academic Excellence Award – Sasha Sahely
Year 12
Academic Endeavour Award for English – Hannah Walsh
Academic Excellence Award for Music Performance – Madeline Browne
Student Honour Awards:
The Christian leadership award is presented to the student who has shown by example a preparedness to put Christian
values into action and a capacity to inspire others to do likewise.
Christian Leadership Award – Hannah Walsh
The Principal’s award is given to an exceptional student in any one year and is at the discretion of the Principal.
Principal’s Award – Hannah Walsh

Hands On Music News
A special thank you to Marissa for your support for the music teachers attending the school.
The End of Year Concerts:
With the instrumental music lessons about to finish for the year, last week's 'hands-on music' lunch-time concerts were a chance for
the audience of parents, and well wishing friends, to see what has been achieved by the beginning music students, in the extra hands
on music program. There were confident performances in piano, guitar, singing, violin, cello and flute. We are fortunate to have 6 music
tutors visiting the school teaching individual music lessons,.
2020 Music Program
Please ring me if you would like to enrol your new student and be part of the program for 2020 on 0402 910330. Our special offer is
two free lessons with either a flute enrolment, or drums lessons enrolment for term one, (beginning in the second week of term
one). Also, we have had a terrific result this term 4 for Grace Slykerman, who has achieved her AMEB grade one piano for leisure
examination Certificate. Well done Grace!!
Well done to all the students, for practising and performing in the concert.

Community

Community

