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Emmanuel, come and save your people!
How long, Lord Jesus, do we wait for your return!
Yet, since you have lit the flame of hope within our hearts,
come now at last to be our hope’s fulfilment.
Allow us to dwell near your heart:
there we belong forever and ever.
Adapted from Biblical Prayers by Lucien Deiss

Term Dates 2020
TERM 1 2020
Staff Induction Days Tuesday 28th & Wednesday 29th January 2020
Student Testing Days Thursday 30th & Friday 31st January 2020

Term 1 2020
Monday 3rd February - Friday 27th March

TERM 2 2020
Tuesday 14th April - 26th June 2020
TERM 3 2020
Monday 14th July - 18th September 2020

Diary Dates 2019/2020
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PRINCIPAL'S NEWS

Dear Parents and Caregivers
Family Fun Fair What an amazing day was had by all who attended the 2019 Family Fun Fair at St Michael’s! It simply was the perfect
day. Thank you to the Family Fun Fair organising committee; Mel B, Susan B, Renee Y and Tracey O. This group of women worked
diligently and daily to ensure our Fun Fair was an incredible success. They are a passionate group of people with excellent organisational
skills and a deep sense of loyalty and love for St Michael’s. Through their generous, outstanding efforts St Michael’s community spirit was
at its best for all to witness. The school is eternally grateful for enhancing community spirit, for the unbelievable amount of money raised
and for the time all the stall holders and everyone who assisted so selflessly gave to our school. Thank you to God for the beautiful
weather and thank you to all the family and friends who entered our school and gave so generously in time, money and spirit.
Approxiamtely $40,000 was raised which will go towards resurfacing of the Top Courts.
School Enhancement Evening
Thank you to everyone who worked so hard at the last working bee the day before the Fair. We achieved so much together. The last
school enhancement session is tomorrow at 5pm until 7pm on Friday 6th December. Please enrol online at www.schoolinterviews.com.au
with the code t56yq to claim your discount if you have attended at least one other enhancement session.
Parents and Friends Auxiliary
Farewell and thank you to Jac S, Kate W, Sarah G and Stacey M who have worked hard on the PFA and will be stepping down from the
PFA at the end of this year. St Michael’s is truly grateful for their efforts to raise money and build community. St Michael’s is currently
recruiting some new members to the PFA Executive team. If you are interested in joining PFA from 2020, please contact me or speak with
any of the PFA parents. The PFA is such a crucial entity of the school. The St Michael’s PFA is an amazing group of parents who do an
incredible job. Joining the PFA is a wonderful way to meet new friends whilst building community spirit and raising much needed funds for
the children of the school. We currently have three members on the Exec in 2020, Nicki M, Angie N
and new Prep parent Chantelle C. Please consider joining.
Farewell to our Teachers
After 40 years of teaching, Leanne Gibbs our amazing Literacy Leader will be retiring. I am so grateful for her dedication, expertise,
professionalism and work with all members of our community. I wish her great joy as she now has time to spend with her family. Jo Mannix
our Student Wellbeing and Learning Diversity Leader has decided to pursue a different career path after 10 years at St Michael’s. Jo has
been instrumental in supporting all students and staff. She is a committed professional with great knowledge and dedication
to the wellbeing of all. I wish her well in her new endeavours. Laurina van der EL our Performance and Development Leader and Literacy
coach is embarking on a new challenge as fulltime Literacy Leader at St Mary’s Greensborough. Laurina has a wealth of knowledge and is
seeking a new challenge after 6 years at St Michael’s. It has been a delight to see Laurina grow from Graduate teacher to professional
Leader and data expert. I wish Laurina well as she shares her skills and gifts with a different community. Congratulations to Jordan Lo
Ricco who has graduated as a teacher. Jordan had been working as a Learning Support officer at St Michael’s. We thank him for his
dedication and support of our students and wish him well as he embarks on his teaching career.
Welcome to 2020 Staff
I am pleased to welcome Rachel Hamilton-Smith as the Learning Diversity Leader. Rachel is currently the Deputy Head, Co-ordinator of
Students at St Peter’s East Bentleigh. She has also been Learning and Teaching Leader, Literacy and Learning Diversity Leader. We also
welcome Jess Herrick as Learning and Teaching Leader. Jess is currently teaching and Literacy Leader at St Clement’s in Bulleen. We
welcome Emily O’Kane as Literacy Leader. Emily is currently the English Learning Leader at St Mary McKillop Narre Warren North and has
also been Contemporary Learning Leader. Welcome to Maddie Durrant. Maddie has been volunteering for the past five years at Our
Lady’s Surrey Hills assisting in the classroom. Maddie graduated this year and is a passionate, knowledgeable educator. She also coaches
a skipping club who have performed at various events. Welcome to Kate Borg who will be working as a Learning Support Officer beginning
2020. Kate is currently an LSO at St Benedict’s in Burwood. All of our new staff come highly recommended.
We also welcome Ann Lagreca back from leave. Ann is very excited to be returning to our great community. Erica Cremer will also be
returning. Erica has been on maternity leave and is looking forward to teaching beginning Term 2.
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PRINCIPAL'S NEWS

Staffing 2020
I am pleased to announce the St Michael’s Staff for 2020
Principal: Meredith Bennett
Deputy Principal: Erin Nagel
RE Leader: Erin Nagel
Research Lead: Erin Nagel
Learning and Teaching Leader: Jess Herrick
Learning Diversity Leader: Rachel Hamilton-Smith
Student Wellbeing Leader: Charlotte Allan
Literacy Leader: Emily O’Kane
Mathematics Leader: Josie Walton
Admin Manager: Kathy Muhllechner
Admin Assistant: Rochelle Kursidim
Prep C: Caroline Brick
Prep D: Deanna Imbriano
1/2 R: Rachael Lo Ricco
1/2 DL: Desiree Harding/Leah Blake
1/2 E: Katrina Balzat (Term 1) Erica Cremer
1/2: Teacher yet to be appointed
3/4 C: Caitlin O’Donnell
3/4 B: Belle Spinoso
3/4 M: Maddie Durrant
3/4 E: Emma Burgess
3/4 JA: Josie Walton, Ann Lagreca
5/6 R: Rachael Lampe
5/6 L: Liz Pickles
5/6 E: Elle Smart
Reading Recovery: Louise Hedley

Learning Support
Giovanna Boccari, Louise Story, Kate Borg, Melanie Bidychak, Zainab Baquari,
Nicollete Plakas, Natalie Billing (MSL), Mandy Spencer (MSL).
Specialists
Visual Arts: Deb Chapman
Performing Arts: Helen Meehan
Physical Education: Michelle Delaney
Languages: Lily Luo. Assistant: Olivia Wang
Science and Technology: Charlotte Allan
Library: Clare Billton-Roos
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PRINCIPAL'S NEWS

Carols on the Green
On Tuesday 10th December the Carols night will be held on the tennis courts. If the weather is inclement the Carols will be held in the
Church. More information to follow in Deputy News.
Parent Thank you Morning Tea
On Friday the 13th December the staff of St Michael’s would like to invite all parent volunteers to a morning tea in the Staffroom. In this
year of the School Performance and Fair we appreciate and are truly grateful to the many people who have supported the school and all
it activities. The Morning Tea will be held after the End of Year Mass at 11am. We hope to see you there.
Extra Newsletter
A newsletter will be sent on Monday the 17th December in the last week of Term 4.

Marisa Matthys
Principal
mmatthys@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

Principal For The Day
At the fete, principal for a day was auctioned off and Sophie and I were
lucky enough that our grandpa bought it for us. Today Sophie
and I went on a learning walk where we discovered the preps were
writing poems, the 1/2s were writing persuasive texts and the 5/6s were
doing a one pager about themselves. Before that, we had to open the
gates and stay on duty in case anyone got hurt. Before 2nd
break we handed out zooper doopers to everyone in the school. We
also had to sort files just like Mrs Matthys and we invited some of our
friends to eat some chips. We were going to speak at line up but sadly it
was cancelled due to the concert. In the last block we went to our
classes and took notes and that was the end of our amazing day.
James & Sohpie Higgins
( Principal for the Day)
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DEPUTY PRINCIPAL'S
NEWS
Dear Parents and Caregivers,

Congratulations to the St Michael’s Family Fun Fair committee for such a wonderful day of family fun. There was definitely a fun buzz
around the school during the Fair. Thank you to all the volunteers who made the day such a success. The staff had a great time making
healthy smoothies for all the customers.

Mrs Matthys Farewell Assembly
I would like to invite all of St Michael’s community to our very special farewell assembly for Mrs Matthys.
It will be held next Wednesday 11th December at 2.40pm in the Hub. It will be a very “grand” occasion
in order to thank Mrs Matthys for her dedication, hard work and her endless support that she has given
to all students, parents and staff at St Michael’s.
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DEPUTY PRINCIPAL'S
NEWS

Mini Vinnies News - Advent and the St Vincent de Paul Toy Appeal
The Mini Vinnies Team has been busy over the last few weeks. We spent time this week preparing and presenting Advent Prayers for
the whole school and decorated the St Vincent de Paul Giving Tree. Thank you to those who have donated gifts under our giving tree.
We invite all families to donate gifts to our annual St Vincent de Paul Toy Appeal. Our Christmas tree has gift tags that are for families
to take and purchase a gift. Gifts can be then placed under the tree with the tag attached. We request that gifts are not wrapped as
they will need to be sorted by the volunteers at St Vincent de Paul’s. At the end of the Carols we will have a presentation of our gift
collection to one of our local St Vincent de Paul members.
End of Year Celebrations:
An open invitation for all of St Michael’s community to attend the following end of year celebrations:
Carols on the Green
Our annual Christmas Carols on the Green will be held on the tennis courts next Tuesday 10th December at 5pm. Families are
invited to bring along dinner and or snacks and a picnic blanket to sit on. Anyone requiring chairs are invited to sit along the
fencing as not to restrict view.The PFA will be firing up the BBQs and selling sausages from around 4.45pm. All money raised will
be donated to St Vincent De Paul as part of our Christmas appeal. There will also be a stall selling sausage rolls, mineral water,
waffles and chocolate chip cookies and some gluten free cookies as well. Classes have been rehearsing their carols and there are
definitely items that should not be missed!
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DEPUTY PRINCIPAL'S
NEWS
End of Year Celebrations:
An open invitation for all of St Michael’s community to attend the following end of year celebrations:
End of Year Mass
Our End of Year Mass will be held at St Michael’s Church on Friday 13th December at 10am. The Mass will be a celebration of
our wonderful year at St Michael’s. At the end of the Mass we have a passing on the light ceremony in which the current Year 6
students will hand leadership onto next years Year 6 Leaders and students. We will also recognise and bless leaving families and
staff.
Parent Helper Thank You Morning Tea
After Mass on Friday 13th December we are holding a Parent Helper Thank You Morning Tea. This is a celebration and way of
thanking all those who have helped St Michael’s during the year. We are very blessed to have such wonderful families volunteer
their time assisting us in classrooms, on excursions, at sports, during PMP, at school enhancements and planning community
events such as the Family Fun Fair and welcome morning teas. We invite all parents that have helped us during 2019 to join us for
a special thank you morning tea in the staffroom.
Year 6 End of Year Assembly
The Year 6 students will present the end of year assembly of Friday 13th December at 2.40pm in the Hub. All members of St
Michael’s community are invited to join us for this special celebration of the Year 6 students and their time at St Michael’s.
End of Term BBQ
On Tuesday 17th December the PFA will be holding an end of term BBQ. Sausages can be purchased with a gold coin donation.
Leaving Ceremony
Everyone is invited to St Michael's quadrangle on Tuesday the 17th December at 2.40pm to recognise and farewell all leaving staff
and students
Erin Nagel
Deputy Principal
enagel@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

SEMESTER 2 REPORTS UPDATE
Dear Parents,
The Parent Portal will be open to view your students Semester 2 report at 5pm Friday the 13th of December. It is very important that you
download your child’s report and keep it for your records.
https://parent.nforma.ct.com.au/app/index.html?schooldomain=smashburton#/login
Existing Parents
Existing Parents need to use their existing username and password which you created in Semester 1. If you have forgotten your password,
it can be reset online, please do not contact the school to do this, as we are unable to access it on your behalf.
New Parents
Parents who are new to the school for Semester 2 will be sent an email titled ‘Welcome to the Portal’. The email will include your username
and the link to your temporary password. It will be sent from a ‘noreply’ email, therefore if you do not receive it please check your
junk/spam.
Charlotte Allan - callan@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
Positive Behaviour Support Leader, Science and Technology Teacher and STEM Coordinator

IMPORTANT REMINDERS
School Fees & Levies
Your school fees and levies were due to be paid by the 29th November 2019- unless you have a
payment plan. Please contact Kathy to arrange payment: kathym@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
Thank you

MARISA MATTHYS' FAREWELL
ASSEMBLY 11TH DECEMBER
WHOLE SCHOOL END OF YEAR MASS 13TH DECEMBER
PARENT THANK YOU MORNING TEA 13TH DECEMBER
LAST DAY TERM 4
17TH DECEMBER
LAST SCHOOL ENHANCEMENT SESSIONS
All of our families are encouraged to participate in our Enhancement Sessions as they are a wonderful way
to not only assist our school but also network and make connections with other families.
The school enhancement fee of $200 will be discounted if two or more of these sessions are attended. If
you plan on attending our Enhancement sessions, you may exclude the $200 fee from your Annual
statement. Naturally, if by the end of the year you have not attended the Enhancement Sessions as
intended, this will remain on your account.
Please go to www.schoolinterviews.com.au and use the code t56yq to register for a session.
School Enhancement Sessions in 2019
Friday 6th December at 5.00pm - 7.00pm
Thank you to David Thek for coordinating the Friday Enhancement Sessions and Tim Wrathall for
coordinating the Saturday sessions. Please email Tim Wrathall at tim@wrathall.com.au if you have
any queries.

LEARNING AND TEACHING
Student

Outcome,

Curriculum,

Assessment,

Reporting,

Principles

and

Pedagogy

SPORTS UPDATE
Running Club

I would like to remind all running club participants that today is the last day of running club for 2019, there is NO running club
Thursday December 12th.

East Region Cricket Competition
On Friday 22nd November, nine Year 5/6 Boys proudly represented St Michael’s at the East Region Cricket Finals at Hislop Park.
It was a day of solid competition, the boys put on a strong performance throughout the day finishing 3rd in their pool. Highlights of
the day include Jaspers bowling ability, getting numerous wickets and Ben’s batting ability scoring a total of 51 runs in one over.
Well done to all the boys on a superb T20 competition

Michelle Delaney mdelaney@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
Sports Coordinator & Physical Education Teacher

SCHOOL COMMUNITY
UNIFORM
SHOP NEWS

Beat the Rush!
Please place your 2020 orders for term 1 now so that you have everything you need prior to the start of term 1. Due to our supplier
agreement we try to keep minimal stock on hand so ordering now will mean that you have what your child needs for the new year.
Attention Year 6 Parents!
If you are finishing at the school in 2019 and looking to donate your used uniforms please note that we do not accept school bags,
hats, shoes, non-school items or items with stains & marks. Please dispose of these items via other means.
Term 1 2020 Shop Opening Days
The uniform shop will be open between 12 –1pm on both testing days, 30th & 31st January 2020. We will have a priority line for those
collecting online orders so to avoid the wait please order prior to school finishing this term or over the school holidays. In past years the
uniform shop has been very busy during these 2 sessions so please order online!

The uniform shop will also be open from 8.30am to 9.00am on the following days in term 1:
Monday 3rd February 2020
Monday 2nd March 2020
Online Shop
All uniform items are available to purchase via our online shop at https://stmichaelsashburton.shopdesq.com/
Exchanges: please return via the office basket in your child’s class. Please ensure that you include your name and child’s class so that
we can send the return home. Regrettably we can only exchange items that are unworn and still have their tags attached.
Any questions or comments – contact Melanie and Belinda via email uniformshop@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

If you have any questions or comments please email Melanie and Belinda at:
uniformshop@smashburton.catholic.edu.au.
Thanks
Melanie W (Lexie 5/6E) and Belinda ( Caitlin 3/4J)
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PERFORMING ARTS
UPDATE

Dear Parents, Caregivers and Friends,
Before the year is over I would like to express my sincere thanks to everyone for the fantastic way you came ‘on board’ to
create “The Mystery of Life….this is the greatest show!”
For sure along the way as I coughed and spluttered in bed, suffering from influenza A, two weeks before the performances, I
asked myself...am I mad?...but I believe that the Holy Spirit was at work in our community and the seeds of the production,
which were planted inside me in May 2018...certainly did come to fruition and flourish.
So many beautiful images were shared...the Expos in the classrooms, the fantastic quadrangle performances which included
the dance created by a small group of girls showing how beautiful plastic can be... the Bunjil Walk of Hope…expressing our
belief that with and through our creator, we will find a way to protect our environment from the indestructible waste plastic
has created for our planet.
I am deeply appreciative of the team of parents who along with our visual arts teacher Deb Chapman worked generously to get
costumes and props ready. Thanks to all those who said YES...from happily taking home smelly tops to wash….to cutting,
sewing and pasting sets of costumes...you were superb.
Jo Slykerman...Thank you so much for saying “ I’ll do it” when I asked for help with the Glow in the Dark Installations. Thanks to
all who assited you and to John O’Haire for lending and installing his famous Christmas lights.
Thanks Jo Murray and Michelle Brown, thanks for the Firesticks and boat sails…Phuong Tieu, Carolyn Vranesic, Elly Herrick,
Therese Molnar, Christine Lowe, Melanie Miles, Lauren Prior, Shelly Davies, Domenica Giacomantonio and Kate Merida ...for
making the Noah costumes by attending workshops at school, at home and for saying YES and helping whenever you could!
Thanks to those who filled in the Google Form..so many, I couldn’t use you all! Kristy Nguyen for creating such effective
backdrops for our Ark! Sandra Puopolo for the set of beautiful capes and headwear you produced for the sailors in Darwin
Rocks. Cheryl Tan for your heroic efforts with the Prep Line Dance Vests and the Singing in the Rain item.
Sincere thanks to: Cuong Ngo for setting up and trusting the staff with your magnificent sound system, for use during
rehearsals and on performance nights. John Whitehouse for your enthusiasm in being ‘master’ of the Final Drum, Tas Tudor for
saying “yes, I can help you” with editing the “Noah...How ya gonna float your boat!” film clip; and the amazingly talented
Michael Fletcher for recording and editing the Year 3/4 students rain soundscape and editing music soundtracks for the Noah’
Flood. I’d like to particularly thank Rachael LoRicco...who fresh from her honeymoon took the on choreography and much of
the rehearsal for Darwin Rocks. Rachael has a great gift in bringing out the joy in children and I am sure you could see that on
both performance nights.
We were fortunate that by chance I bumped into my old tap dance teacher, Fran Ionnides, who has many years experience
teaching dance to young children. I am sincerely grateful that she was happy to help me with the choreography for Noah’s
Flood. Equally thank you to all the class teachers for rehearing the dances and songs with their students and for being so
flexible during the last week of rehearsals. Thank you to all the LSOs and Ruth Grigg for supporting students during rehearsals
and to our admin team, Kathy and Rochelle for assisting with cast lists, ticket sales and video orders.
Much of the decision making for the production was made so much easier because of the fantastic Production Committee: Erin
Nagel, Rachael LoRicco, Belle Spinoso, Desiree Harding, Caroline Brick and Charlotte Allan. Our meetings started in Term 1
and continued throughout the year. I always felt your support, wisdom and commitment.
I would like to thank Marisa. We have been on an amazing journey together from which we have both learnt so much. I’ll never
forget the fantastic screen we hired for our first production together Birrarung Freshwater River, and the hours you and Erin
put into organising the ticketing and seating system for this year’s production.
Above all, Thanks to all the students…...You really shined and expressed your belief that “Life will Find a Way!” I hope you
remember the stories we told...both in the classrooms, in the Quadrangle and in the Hub. St Michael’s is a special place! Our
community is a special community...of animated learners, enlightened inspired by faith in God!May we always treasure our
time together.Please join us for morning tea after Mass on the 13th December in the Staffroom.
Helen Meehan- Performing Arts Teacher
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Year 7 Vacancies 2020
Sacre Coeur currently have 2
vacancies for year 7 2020. Please
contact Julie Muldoon on 9835 2713.
Their office closes on 19 December at
midday and will reopen on 13 January.

LIBRARY CLUB
Every Wednesday during 1st Break

Community

