ST MICHAEL'S PARISH SCHOOL
ASHBURTON
A safe community of animated learners enlightened by faith in God

Congratulations
Blue and Green
House

Yet even now, says the Lord,
return to me with all your heart,
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning;
rend your hearts and not your clothing.
Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.
Joel 2:12–14
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Term Dates 2020
TERM 1 2020
Monday 3rd February - Friday 27th March

TERM 2 2020
Tuesday 14th April - Friday 26th June

TERM 3 2020
Monday 14th July - Friday 18th September

TERM 4 2020
Monday 5th October - Tuesday 15th December

Diary Dates 2020
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PRINCIPAL'S
NEWS
Dear Parents and Caregivers,
Thank you
Our community spirit has been alive and well throughout the past two weeks. Our 2020 Welcome Drinks was a lovely evening
to catch up with friends and to make some new ones. Thank you to Renee and Stephen Hoy for opening their house for this evening.
This evening is a wonderful tradition that continues to make St Michael's the amazing school and community that it is. Thank you to
Elena Squires for her coordination of this event and to Laura S, Juleen S, Therese M, Helen McM and Virginia S for ensuring that all of
our parents were looked after throughout the evening.
Ashburton Festival
Our famous cake stall at the Ashburton Festival was again a great success. Our cakes, slices and other items sold out, as everyone
rushed to purchase some of our amazing treats. We also sold over 700 snow cones throughout the day. Thank you to all members of
our
community who donated lollies and baked for our stall and to those people who were able to donate time to our stall on the day.
This support does not go unnoticed and does not occur in all schools. Thank you to Jacinta G, Sonia M, Nerene W, Kate H, Jo A,
Michelle B and Carolyn McK for their coordination of our stall and for ensuring that our presence in the community continues to be
such a positive one.
Shrove Tuesday
On Tuesday morning, all of our staff enjoyed cooking and serving pancakes to everyone within our school community for Shrove
Tuesday. From the queue of students, siblings and parents and the smiles on happy faces, our pancakes certainly filled the spot for
breakfast. Thank you to all of our amazing staff who made batter, cooked, served and cleaned throughout the morning.

Student/Parent/Teacher Conversations
Next week, all of our families will receive booking details for our Student/Parent/Teacher conversations which will be held on Thursday
12th May from 1pm. All parents are asked to make a booking online through school interviews and ensure that their child or children
attend these conversations with them. These conversations are an opportunity for students, parents and teachers to meet to
discuss learning goals for Semester One.
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PRINCIPAL'S
NEWS
Year Five/Six Camp
We wish all of our Year Five/Six students all the best for their camp at Waratah Beach Camp next Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.
Erin Nagel, Liz Pickles, Rachael Lampe, Elle Smart, Jess Herrick, Emily O’Kane, Jordan Lo Ricco and Lucy Anderson will be “camping”
with our students over these three days and I will be visiting camp on Tuesday afternoon and Wednesday morning. This is a wonderful
opportunity for all of our students to enjoy outdoor activities and to further develop their social connections. We will provide updates
about our camp through Skoolbag and Instagram throughout their time at Waratah Bay.

Staff News
It is my pleasure and with great excitement to let our wider community know that Caroline Brick and her husband Damien are expecting
their first baby in early August. I know that everyone will join me in congratulating them. Caroline will continue to teach Prep for Term
One and Two and our new Prep teacher will be employed early in Term Two to ensure a smooth transition and handover.

I know that everyone will also join with me to wish Mandy Spencer all the best for her well deserved long service leave.
Mandy will be on leave for the rest of this term and return at the beginning of Term Two. We wish Mandy a wonderful trip and hope that
she travels safely.

Meredith Bennett
Principal
mbennett@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
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NEWS

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Caritas Fridays
During Lent each year level will plan a special fundraising activity and invite all students to participate. We will be fundraising for Caritas
Australia and this year our theme is Going Further Together. Our first Caritas Friday will be organised by the Prep Level and will be held
tomorrow, Friday 27th February. Students are invited to bring gold coins to purchase a piece of string. Together with their class they will
then join all the pieces of string together modelling that we go further together. The class with the longest string will win the Caritas
“Going Further Together” certificate to display in their classroom until the following Caritas Friday.
Reconciliation
Thank you to all the students and families that attended our Reconciliation Faith Evening last Wednesday. It was a beautiful evening held
in our St Michael’s Church.There are two dates available to celebrate the sacrament. These are Tuesday 24th and Thursday 26th
March. Each evening has a limited number of places and will begin promptly at 7pm. We ask that families are seated in the Church at
6:50pm. Please go to the school interviews website:https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au .Then use the event code mzpgd to log in.
The next step is to select the date most appropriate for you. Bookings will close on Friday 6th March.

Year Five /Six Camp
We are all very excited to be heading off to Camp on Monday. I will be in the Supper Room from 8am to enable parents and carers to
hand and sign all medications in. This includes medication that is already at school. All medication must be labelled with clear
instructions, child’s name, dose to be taken, when it needs to be taken and a signature. Asthma puffers need to be carried by your child.

Erin Nagel
Deputy Principal
enagel@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
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Sustainability
News
Calling all Students who would like to join the Sustainability Team!
The Sustainability Team are looking for:
Two students from Prep
Two students from One/Two
Three Students from Three/Four
Two Students from Five/Six
If you are interested in applying please send your application addressing the below criteria to Miss Belle
ispinoso@smashburton.catholic.edu.au by Friday 6th March.
Why are you applying to join the sustainability team?
What ideas do you have to ensure our school is a sustainable school?
What skills do you have that will support you in this role?
Miss Belle, along with the sustainability leaders (Abigail G and Genevieve D) will select students based on your application.
This role will be for the year.
If you would like any further information on anything related to Sustainability please feel free to contact me.
Belle Spinoso
ispinoso@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

LIBRARY NEWS
This term in our library sessions students will have the opportunity to nominate their favourite book for the
Young Australian Best Book Awards (YABBA). YABBA is all about getting children’s views on their favourite
books. So the YABBA program begins with Victorian children recommending their favourite books so others
can read them. The books children recommend as their favourites will be collated with those from other
schools and libraries from across Victoria, New South Wales, Northern Territory and the Australian Capital
Territory. The ten most popular books in each section will appear on the shortlist for that year. This is a great
way for our students to reflect on what they enjoy reading and would recommend to others.
Clare Bilton-Roos
cbiltonroos@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

CSEF Eligibility
Below is the Criteria used to determine a student's eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund ( CSEF).
To be eligible* for the fund, a parent or legal guardian of a student attending school must:
on the first day of Term one,
or;
on the first day of Term two.
a) Be an eligible beneficiary within the meaning of the State Concessions Act 2004, that is, be a holder of Veterans Affairs Gold Card or be
an eligible Centrelink Health Care (HCC) or Pensioner Concession Card ( PCC) holder, or
b) a temporary foster parent, and;
c) Submit an application to the school by the due date
A special consideration eligibility category also exists. For more information, see:
www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx

IMPORTANT REMINDERS
School Fees & Levies
Dear Families and Caregivers, the Annual Fee & Levy Statement for 2020 has been sent home. If
you have not returned your ‘2020 Payment Commitment Options’ form or paid your school fees
please do so as soon as possible.
Your payment options include fortnightly, monthly, 3 x term payments or payment in full by Friday
17th April 2020.
Families who hold a Centrelink card are eligible to receive CSEF Payment. See additional details are
in this newsletter.

School Photos
Tuesday 10th March

School Enhancement Dates 2020
All of our families are encouraged to participate in our Enhancement Sessions as they are a wonderful way to not only assist our school but
also network and make connections with other families. The school enhancement fee of $200 will be discounted if two or more of these
sessions are attended. If you plan on attending our Enhancement sessions, you may exclude the $200 fee from your Annual statement.
Naturally, if by the end of the year you have not attended the Enhancement Sessions as intended, this will remain on your account.
Please go to www.schoolinterviews.com.au and use the code 3pd4d to register for a session.
School Enhancement Sessions in 2020
Friday 6th March at 5.00pm - 7.00pm
Saturday 2nd May at 9.00am - 11.00am
Saturday 8th August at 9.00am - 11.00am
Saturday 12th September at 9.00am - 11.00am
Friday 16th October at 5.00pm - 7.00pm
Friday 6th November at 5.00pm - 7.00pm

Lunch Orders
An online ordering system, Classroom Cuisine, creates and distributes healthy, affordable school lunches.
This service is available Monday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. Lunches should be ordered and paid for online
www.classroomcuisine.com.au and will be delivered straight to school.
Students also have the opportunity to order lunches on Monday and Friday only from the local milk bar. Your child’s lunch order can be
lodged in the morning in the classroom through their class lunch order box.
Please write on a brownpaper bag the following:
1) Child’s
2) Class
3) Item(s) to be ordered
4) Price
5) Amount enclosed
Place money (correct change if possible) in the bag and turn the top over. The price list for the milk bar was sent home at the beginning of the
year and is available at the school office. The school is unable to accept late lunch orders.

LEARNING AND TEACHING
Student

Outcome,

Curriculum,

Assessment,

Reporting,

Principles

and

Pedagogy

Sports News
Swimming Carnival 2020
On Thursday the 13th of February all students in Years Three to Six competed in our House Swimming Carnival. It was a wonderful day
and all those who participated should feel very proud of themselves. In the end, Blue House were the overall winners with 283 points, and
Green house was awarded the Spirit Award.

GIDSSA Swimming District Carnival
Congratulations to those students whose times advanced them through to the GIDSSA District Carnival at Harold Holt Swim Centre on
Wednesday the 19th of February. The students did an amazing job, narrowly missing the aggregate cup. I would like to take this
opportunity to thank all those who assisted on both carnival days. Without your support days like these would not be possible.

Caitlin O'Donnell
Physical Education Teacher

ST MICHAEL'S AWARDS
PREP C
Madison M: For displaying the SMASH expectation of Make a Difference by coming into our classroom with a big smile and
staying joyful throughout the day.
Srinya N: For being a respectful role model in our class by making sure you say please and thank you.
Tomoki S: For being a respectful listener and working well with others in a group.
PREP D
Indiana B: For coming in every morning ready to learn and having a go at all tasks. Well done.
Zoe K: For having a great start to the year. It’s great to see you enjoying school.
Luca V: Show Respect listening to the speaker, you’re always focusing on the teacher during learning times. Keep up the great
work!

ST MICHAEL'S AWARDS

1/2B
Jacob H: Showing respect to me and your learning, by always listening to instructions and being the first one to the floor when asked. Fantastic work Jacob!
Chloe D: Fantastic writing and reflections on stories. You have been using lots of descriptive words and beautiful pictures to match.
Austin C: Always being actively involved in class discussions and sharing your insightful ideas with the class!
1/2DL
Gabriella K: For including powerful adjectives in your imaginative sentences about the beach.
Eve P: For respecting everyone’s learning in our class, you are a brilliant role model.
Anthony T: For working respectfully during independent work tasks, you are a great learner.
1/2E
Harlow H: Smash Award: For displaying the School Expectation of Show Respect You have been a thoughtful and considerate class member in your start
here at St Michael’s. Thank you for being so respectful in the classroom in all that you do. Well done!
Saisha S: Smash Award: For displaying the School Expectation of Show Respect You have been a thoughtful and considerate class member in your start
here at St Michael’s. Thank you for being so respectful in the classroom in all that you do. Well done!
Maxen M: For an amazing sentence while brainstorming adjectives with the class. Thank you for showing us the way. Your sentence was “The big grey castle
with the sun shining behind. Bravo!
1/2R
Scarlett H -SMASH: For making a difference for being inclusive.
Gabriel G: For awesome teamwork when counting by two's.
Cooper H: For showing initiative and being proactive in the classroom!
3/4A
Lewis L: For his focus and great effort in literacy tasks.
Ella H: For understanding and sharing different points of view.
3/4B
Max G: For beginning the school year full of positive choices.
Adam S: For keeping an open and growth mindset when approaching challenges in all learning areas.
Ben B -SMASH award: For showing the school expectation of Show Respect by listening to the speaker.
3/4E
Joseph S: For using materials and your understanding of place value to trade between ones, tens and hundreds.
Michaela G: For considering your point of view and the point of view of others when brainstorming persuasive arguments.
Olive D: SMASH: For showing respect by listening to the speaker.
3/4JA
Ada K: For always being ready to learn and showing respect and kindness to all. Thank you for being such a positive presence in 3/4JA, and always
modelling to others how to work hard and focus.
Charlotte G: For confidently sharing her ideas and questions with the class during group discussions. We love hearing what you have to say – keep it up!
Harry M: For displaying the School Expectation of ACT RESPONSIBLY by being a fantastic role model at our class Mass. Thank you for sitting quietly,
showing reverence and letting a parishioner go in front of you when going up for a blessing.
3/4M
Tayla M: SMASH Award - For Displaying the School Expectation of Show Respect by always listening and contributing to class discussions,
following instructions and ALWAYS being a reliable leader in 3/4M.
Holly G: For being such a beautiful class member in 3/4M. Working hard, showing respect to all and brightening up the room with your gorgeous smile.
Darcy B: For a super start to 2020 in 3/4M. Your quiet yet enthusiastic approach to all of your learning has been a real stand out and your teacher and peers
value everything you contribute to our class.
5/6E
Stephanie P: For displaying the school expectation of 'Act Responsibly' by taking on her new position of leadership with gusto and for taking action!
Lexie W: For identifying such an appropriate and achievable learning goal for 2020
Will R: For settling into our school community so well and for being so proactive in getting to know his teachers and peers
5/6L
Jasper T: For displaying the SMASH expectation of Helping Others by supporting other players during our interschool sports cricket match by encouraging
them and explaining the rules. Thank you also for being so willing to contribute your fabulous thinking during class discussions.
Jeremy M: Reading with such great confidence at the beginning of school year Mass. Thank you for showing a willingness to help others.
Chiara S: Your willingness to contribute to class discussions and being so prepared to provide feedback to your classmates.Thank you
5/6R
Ciara W: For demonstrating excellent research skills.
Sam B: For displaying the school expectation Help others by helping his buddy during break times.
Dionne N: For her contributions to class discussions.

School
Community
News
Ashburton Festival
The sun was shining and the St Michael’s Cake Stall at the Ashburton Festival was a great day with our beautiful baked goods,
popcorn, lolly bags and snow cones attracting a huge crowd all day. These events are not only great fundraisers for the PFA but a
wonderful opportunity to showcase the St Michael’s school spirit which was shining bright with the amazing spread of delicious cakes,
biscuits, and lolly bags, all generously donated by our school community – thank you to all those that baked this year, it was a great
response and the goods all looked amazing. With a hot day, the snow cone machine again was very popular this year.
Meredith and Erin made the mistake of casually walking down the end of the Snow Cone machine early in their shift, unaware that once
you are down there you never return! With Claire C scooping ice in record time, after making 300 snow cones I’m sure they were saying
the words “What flavours would you like?” in their sleep.
A big thankyou to all our volunteers on the day: Michael & Shelly D, Brent G, Luke & Liv M, Jane O, Deb S, Belinda O, Mel W, Claire C,
Erin, Meredith, Mel L, Renee Y, Tracy O, Kristin O, Kim D, Ruth G, Belinda M, Michael F, Mark W & Lucy from Extend who also
generously gave up her time on Sunday to come along and support our school. Thanks also to Ang from the PFA for her help along the
way and finally to the hard working team on the Cake Stall committee who pulled it all together. The easiest group of ladies to work with
who just jump in and get things done: Sonia M, Carolyn McK Nerine W, Kate H and our two new Prep Mums who jumped on the
committee on their first day at St Michael’s – Jo A and Michelle B.
Jacinta G

2020 Welcome Drinks
What a great start to the year! A big thank you to the Hoys for hosting a fantastic
night for our 2020 Welcome Drinks. It looked like the rain may have put a damper on
things, but we wouldn’t let rain get in the way of a good night. A huge thank you to
Elena Squire for arranging the evening and to Virginia S and Helen M for helping out
on the night.

Walking School
Bus News
Walking School Bus News 2020
A Walking School Bus is a way to encourage primary school children to walk to and from school rather than being driven. The children
walk in a group with an adult "driver" at the front and an adult "conductor" at the rear.
The WSB program provides significant benefits to its users:1: Increases physical activity. It is healthy to walk and combats the inactivity that is a threat to our children's health.
2: Reinforces road safety. It introduces children into being street and traffic wise. STOP, LOOK, LISTEN, THINK
3: Children arrive at school alert and motivated
4: Enjoyable and social experience being part of a group/team
5: Children become more familiar with their neighbourhood.
6: It's fun for kids and adults.
7: Each time a child walks in the WSB they earn a house points.
The Walking School Bus is back in operation on the Orange Route only. Every Friday, the Walking School Bus Orange Route sets out
from Watson Park at 8am and arrives at school at 8.30am having stopped to pick up extra passengers in Dent Street and Ward Street,
thanks to the committed team of parent volunteers who 'drive' the bus.
Why do they do it?
Mainly because it's FUN. The benefits to their kids are manifold - they arrive at school settled and energised from the walk, they've had
social contact chatting to friends, they learn road safety and the location of safe houses where people they know live, the older children
take on leadership roles, demonstrating good listening skills and care for each other to the younger children. The parents also get some
gentle exercise and a social chat along the way.
Like to be part of it?
You must sign up, so that your details are loaded to the WhatsApp group in case of unexpected cancellation due to weather or changes
to routes due to roadworks. Please collect a sign up form from the office to enable your child to participate in the program.
Don't live on the Orange Route? You can drop your children off at one of the stops along the orange route. Would prefer to walk one of
the other routes? These will open dependent on parent support, so gather your friends and neighbours.
Routes require at least two parents who can usually walk weekly (any day) plus one or two occasional walkers. There are kits available
for all routes containing everything you need and you will be fully supported. It's an easy way to contribute to the vibrant school
community while doing something nice for yourself.
For more information please contact Stephen (Seb 1/2B) on smash.wsb@gmail.com or 0409 850 444

Uniform Shop
News
Winter Jackets
The St Michael’s winter jacket will be available to order from next Monday – 2nd March.
A note will be sent home next week with details on how to order, cost and dates when you can try on the jacket.
Please note that the jacket is only available on a pre-order basis and orders will close at the end of term 1.
Delivery will be early in term 2.

Opening Days
The uniform shop will be open from 8.30am to 9.00am on the following days:
Monday 2nd March
Monday 4th May
Monday 1st June
Please remember to label all your child’s uniform items – especially hats and bomber jackets. All hats have a label on the
inside where youcan write your child’s name.

Online Shop
All uniform items are available to purchase via our online shop
at https://stmichaelsashburton.shopdesq.com/
Exchanges: please return via the office basket in your child’s class. Please ensure that you include your name and child’s class so
that we can send the return home. Regrettably we can only exchange items that are unworn and still have their tags attached.

Any questions or comments
Please contact Melanie and Belinda via email – uniformshop@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
Thanks
Melanie W (Lexie 5/6E)
and
Belinda O (Caitlin 3/4E)

Scholastic
Book Club News

www.scholastic.com.au

Extend News

Enrol and book now: extend.com.au

School Community
News
Lost Property
We have two purses and two Nike water
bottles that were left here from last year.
Please come and see the office if you think
these may belong to you.

Estrella Preschool
Currently have 2 vacant spots in one of our 4 year old Kinder classes.
We have a Roving Refills truck coming to Estrella on the 29th Feb

Community
News
Australian Girls Choir – Complimentary
Open Classes
The Australian Girls Choir is currently offering free open
classes to school-aged girls during February and March.
Attending an open class gives girls the opportunity to explore
their musical and performance skills in a fun and nurturing
environment. Girls have fun as they learn to sing, dance and
perform in weekly classes that emphasise personal growth
and self-esteem. Visit https://ausgirlschoir.com.au/openclass/
for more details.

Community
News

