
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16th March 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
 
Today we received updated information from Catholic Education Melbourne in relation to Coronavirus.  At  
St Michael’s, we are constantly reviewing all information that is becoming available regarding COVID-19 as  
we are determined to remain proactive in communicating and preparing our community. 
 
The current advice is that schools remain open. Advice from Dr Brett Sutton, Chief Health Officer, is that ‘pre-emptive 
school closures are not likely to be proportionate or effective as a public health intervention to prevent community 
transmission of COVID-19 at this time’. However, unwell staff and students are asked to seek medical assistance 
and stay at home until their symptoms have resolved.  
 
It is expected that learning remains available to students in the event of school closure as part of all students’ 
entitlement to access the Victorian curriculum.  The methods students will use to access this learning will be a 
school-based decision, and will vary according to need and context.  We have already localised resources and ideas 
for supporting our students’ learning from home.  In addition to these, the Victorian Government’s FUSE website has 
a range of freely accessible online teaching resources which can be used by Catholic schools. 
 
In addition to our previous measures, additional ways we are minimising risks include: 

● Postponing events such as Level and Class Masses, Interschool Sport, Reconciliation and excursions. 
● Asking parent helpers to commence their classroom support from Term Two.  
● Changing the format of our line-up on a Monday and Wednesday afternoon through the use of our PA 

system. 
● Cancelling community gatherings such as assemblies until further notice. 
● Postponing our Open Morning on Wednesday 18th March. 

 
Over the term holidays, we are aware that some of our families may be travelling.  To support all members of our 
school community, we ask that you consult the Smartraveller website for updated information during your holiday 
and that you self isolate when you return as per the Australian Government’s direction. 
 
I know that you recognise that information surrounding COVID-19 is constantly changing.  I will keep you updated as 
soon as soon as I have any information that will affect you and your child within our school and wider community. 
 
If you have any further questions, please feel free to contact me. 
 
Kind regards, 
Meredith Bennett 
Principal 


