
29th April 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
 
I hope you are all staying safe and well during this challenging time.  Thank you for all of the 
support you are continuing to provide your children and our staff during our remote learning. 
We know that remote learning is challenging and we have really appreciated your feedback on 
how it is working for your children in your homes.  As a staff, we are listening to this feedback 
and continue to make adjustments to the way that our learning is presented. 
 
Our Google Meets are a wonderful way for us to see our students and interact with them.  I am 
enjoying being part of these Meets and seeing all of the smiling faces that greet me.  Thank you 
to all of our families who shared images of ANZAC Day for our iMovie.  Our iMovie can be 
viewed on our Instagram account and will also be linked to our school website under the 
COVID-19 Remote Learning Information tab this week. 
 
Last week, our Prep to Year Four classes presented their learning in a different way with 
activities for each day being presented in a group and our juniors also identified the task that 
needs to be uploaded to our classrooms with a star.  Our Middle Classroom identified the tasks 
that students need to complete with the tag “Complete Me First”.  In our Senior Classroom, our 
Five/Six students were presented with a weekly checklist which identifies the tasks to be 
completed.  These adjustments to our classrooms are to assist our students to complete our 
online learning to the best of their ability.  Please assist your child or children to only submit 
work through Google Classrooms as we are able to provide feedback to students through this 
platform and we can also record which students are submitting particular activities. 
 
The work on our Google Classrooms for the following day, will be added by 4pm on the previous 
day throughout the school week.  The work for Monday each week will be added to our 
classrooms by 5pm on a Sunday afternoon.  It is hoped that this timing will support parents who 
are working from home to see what learning is expected the next day and to assist our students 
to prepare for their own learning.  It is not an expectation that our students will commence this 
learning during the afternoon or evening.  It is important that they are able to enjoy some 
downtime and have a break from school work. 
 



Last week, we also commenced our online reading groups for every year level.  These reading 
groups have been organised to support the learning of all of our students. For some of these 
Google Meets, our students will be provided with pre reading, will respond to a text through a 
picture or writing or enjoy a text that is read to them.  
 
This week, our Specialist learning tasks will be linked to each of our classrooms.  A specialist 
task will be linked in the additional learning section of each day’s work.  Students are not 
required to complete these tasks on the days that they are set, they are able to choose from the 
different learning tasks across the week.  As a staff, we have decided to link our Specialist 
learning activities in this way to assist with access to them and to encourage our students to 
complete them.  
 
This week, you will see that we have created the Reading with Our Staff section under our 
COVID-19 Remote Learning Information tab on our website.  Each week, books read by 
different staff will be added to our website.  We hope that the reading of these books is another 
way that we can continue to connect with our students and families.  If you have a favourite 
book that you would like to recommend or even read yourself to be added to our library, please 
email me at principal@smashburton.catholic.edu.au. 
 
At the moment, I have not received any updates or further direction in relation to how long 
remote learning will continue or if there will be a change to our current arrangements.  As you 
would be aware, the government and health officials are meeting on a regular basis and new 
information is shared with our community after these meetings.  As soon as I am made aware of 
any changes to our current remote learning situation, I will communicate this with everyone 
through a letter, email and Skoolbag. 
 
Please continue to stay safe and support each other during this challenging time.  Thank you for 
working with us to provide the best remote learning that we can for our students.  Please 
contact me or your child’s classroom teacher if we can support you in any other way. 
 
Kind regards, 
Meredith Bennett 
Principal 
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