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Pour out upon us the power of your love, that we may protect life and beauty.
Fill us with peace, that we may live as brothers and sisters, harming no one.
Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, to be filled with awe and contemplation, to
recognise that we are profoundly united with every creature as we journey towards
your infinite light.

@StMashburton

Connect with St Michael's

Parish Priest : Fr Laurence Cortez : ashburton@cam.org.au

@st_michaels_ashburton

Principal : Meredith Bennett: mbennett@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

03 9885 3105

SAC Chairperson: Michael Fletcher: m.p.l.fletcher@gmail.com

www.smashburton.catholic.edu.au Parents & Friends Auxiliary: pfa@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

Term Dates 2020
TERM 1
Monday 3rd February - Friday 27th March

TERM 3
Monday 14th July - Friday 18th September

TERM 2
TERM 4
Wednesday 15th April - Friday 26th June Monday 5th October - Tuesday 15th December

What's on this Term
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WELLBEING FRIDAYS
(odd weeks)
Week Seven
28th August : Science Day
(to celebrate Science week)
Week Nine
4th September : Gratitude Day
Week Ten
Art Exhibition

PFA News
Dear Parents and Caregivers,
We hope that everyone is staying safe and getting through lockdown. After much research and
current restrictions from Stage 4 lockdown, unfortunately we are unable to have any form of Father's
Day stall this year at St Michaels. We want to extend our apologies to all the fathers and caregivers
and hopefully we will be able to make up for it with something when we return to school.
Stay Safe
St Michaels PFA
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NEWS
Dear Parents and Caregivers,

Spoonville
It has been wonderful to see our Spoonville Village growing over the past few days with spoons being
decorated and added to our village in our front yard. This social media trend began in Britain and has
quickly become a way for communities across Melbourne to connect whilst living within Stage 4
restrictions. All students, parents and staff are invited to decorate a wooden spoon and add it to our
village. Each week we will take photos of our growing village and post these to Instagram.

Father’s Day and Special Friends’ Activity
This week on our Google Classrooms is an activity for all of our students to participate in as a way of
celebrating our Fathers and Special Friends ahead of their special day Sunday week. We are inviting
all of our students to complete an award for the special man or men in their lives. This award can also
include a photo or a drawing of that special someone. All students are encouraged to upload their
award by Wednesday 2nd September so an iMovie of all of our awards can be created. This iMovie
will be shared in our Google Classrooms, on our website and on our Instagram account.

Wellbeing Friday
This week, our focus for our Wellbeing Friday is Science. This is a way of us as a school celebrating
Science Week and encouraging our students to investigate Science as an area of the curriculum. Our
day will commence with our morning Google Meets and then our students are encouraged to complete
a range of Science experiments and also what they believe a Scientist looks like. Please support your
child to upload his or her work to our Google Classrooms so we can provide feedback to him or her. I
look forward to reading about the experiments that our Scientists complete on Friday over the following
week.

New Leaders
This term, we have appointed new student Wellbeing and ICT Leaders to our school leadership team. It
is my pleasure to share with everyone that Andrew Snape has been appointed as our ICT Leader and
that Rachael Lo Ricco and Elle Smart have been appointed as our Student Wellbeing Leaders. It is
wonderful to have Andrew, Elle and Rachael join our leadership team and continue to support our
students. If you have any concerns in relation to Student Wellbeing or ICT, please feel free to contact
our new leaders via email.
Meredith Bennett
Principal
mbennett@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
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Dear Parents and Caregivers,

Science Day
This Friday our wellbeing themed day is Science Day. We have a range of activities for families to
complete together and these are published in the Google Classrooms. We invite students to wear
casual clothes on this day. Here is a link to our Science Day prayer service, you’ll also find a link in
each of our Google Classrooms.
We hope you enjoy the day.

Diversity and Cultural Day
Thank you to all for their participation in Diversity
Day. Here is a link to a presentation that displays
some of the amazing stones that were created by our
students.
St Michael’s Diversity Day Stones 2020

Finding a Balance on Screen Time
During this period of remote learning it can be difficult to find a balance between time offline and
online. Here is a link to an article that may provide some helpful hints for families.
Paediatricians on Balancing Screen Time, Sleep, and Family During Coronavirus

Erin Nagel
Deputy Principal
enagel@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
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It is more important than ever that we work together to build a safe, inclusive and connected
learning environment that promotes wellbeing and learning. When children feel connected to their
family, peers and teachers they feel secure in the knowledge that they will be supported throughout
their learning journey. Safe and trusting relationships create a positive learning environment where
wellbeing can flourish.
As educators we know that there are some days when students may feel overwhelmed and have
more difficulty using their problem solving and help seeking strategies. We encourage students to
take the time as needed during the day to look after their wellbeing. This could include taking
breaks during the day, stepping away from their tasks, practising mindfulness or exercising. It is
important students know that their teachers will be understanding if they are having a difficult day. If
you have any concerns about your child’s wellbeing please reach out to either your child’s teacher,
or to our Wellbeing Leaders Rachael Lo Ricco and Elle Smart for support.

Positive Behaviour Support (PBS)
The SMASH expectations are behaviours which we expect our
whole community to display regularly at St.Michael’s.
At St Michael’s we give verbal and non verbal praise and
acknowledgement when we see students showing our
SMASH expectations. We believe in giving relevant, timely
intrinsic and extrinsic feedback, this ensures students
understand and demonstrate to expected behaviours.
Each week we have a specific focus from our Matrix of Expected
Behaviours which the whole school will focus on. The SMASH
expectations for the upcoming weeks are:
Week 7: Make a Difference by following the SMASH expectations during Google Meets
Week 8: Act Responsibly by completing work before turning it in
Week 9: Show Respect by keeping our cameras on in Google Meets and following the teacher's
instruction
Week 10: Stay Safe by taking breaks when needed during the day
Our School Leaders and Wellbeing Leaders have created videos to model how each of these
behaviours can be demonstrated. These can be found on each level’s Google Classroom.
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Cyber Safety
It is important for children to learn how to be safe and respectful when engaging with one another
online. Please see below a resource for supporting child safety in the home
.https://www.esafety.gov.au/key-issues/covid-19
In the coming weeks we will be organising digital incursions with the Cyber Safety Project for our Year
three - six students. Please look out for further information regarding the timing of these.
Respectful Relationships
The Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships Program is an
integral part of our teaching at St Michael's. It teaches children to be
respectful and resilient. Being resilient and having the ability to name and
describe our emotions is particularly important at this time. Below we
have shared a resource that has some conversation starters, games and
activities that you can try to support your family’s emotional wellbeing at
this time.

Respectful Relationship Conversation Starters

The Respectful Relationship team meets twice a Term on a Wednesday at 8am. We are calling for a
parent to be part of our team. Parent involvement will allow us to gain greater insight into the perspective
from a parent. If you decide to join us, you will be able to share your voice and assist us to make
decisions in relation to our Respectful Relationship processes. Please send us an email if you would like
to join.

Elle Smart
Student Wellbeing Leader
esmart@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

Rachael Lo Ricco
Student Wellbeing Leader
rloricco@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

Rachel Hamilton-Smith
Learning Diversity Leader
rhamiltonsmith@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
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Prep C
Felicity G: For submitting every star task and for persevering to have a go at all learning tasks, even if
they are tricky!
Ryan B: For reading over 200 books on Epic in Term Three and for persevering to write down new words
and learn their meanings.
Taylor H: For working hard to complete her learning and for persevering to keep learning even when it
gets tricky.
Prep D
Antonia K: For having a go and reading every word and answering questions during our reading group.
Well done.
Quinn W: For sharing prayers and asking questions during Google Meets. Well done! We enjoy hearing
your thoughts!
1/2 B
Jacob H: For being an enthusiastic participant in the place value game during your Maths Meets with
Miss Walton, and having a lovely smile on your face! Keep up the great work!
Sebastian W: For your positive attitude towards your learning. You are always willing to share your ideas
with others as well as take on challenges to extend your learning. Fabulous work!
1/2 DL
Will R: Your regular attendance at Meets and for working hard to consistently complete and upload tasks.
Isaac F: Your positive mindset and commitment to working hard to achieve your remote learning goal.
1/2 E
Oli M: For his efforts in completing his fraction art work. Oli, you submitted a masterpiece! You completed
all of the questions as well as the challenge! So impressive. Keep it up.
Anna R: For her commitment to writing this term. Anna it is so wonderful to see you gaining confidence
with your writing. You are joining the Google Writing Meets and participating in some great conversation,
sharing your ideas and thoughts with your peers.
1/2R
Cooper S (SMASH AWARD): For displaying the School Expectation of Helping Others by sharing your
learning during our Maths Meet
Blanca J: For asking wonderful questions during our reading group. You have built so much confidence
in sharing, reading aloud and in asking questions so that you understand the text or clarify an idea. Well
done!
3/4A
Jade R: For her positive attitude and demonstrating persistence in all work
Jack D: For his excellence in Mathematics and his wonderful work on writing information texts
Alexandra H: For her consistency in attending and contributing to meets. Alex always submits work to a
high standard.
3/4E
Andreas M & Olive D: For joining Maths and Writing meets to share your ideas with your peers and seek
help.
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3/4B
Maaike McM: Consistent hard work and professional communication during remote learning.
Alannah W: Deep and insightful thinking during reading groups. Thanks for always sharing with your
group!
Tahlia F: Persisting with logging onto the writing meets. This is a great support for your learning!
3/4JA
Zane F: In recognition of your amazing contribution to your reading group last week. I was so impressed
by the way that you used evidence from the text to support and justify your opinions.
Jeremy S: In recognition of your ability to take on feedback and use this to improve your work. It was
fantastic to see you use the feedback I had given you to improve your biography plan. Keep up the
fantastic work!
Caitlin A: In recognition of the way you take ownership of your learning by coming to the Maths and
Writing meets. Keep it up!
3/4M
Holly G: For the critical thinking you have been showing during our online reading groups. Fantastic
effort Holly :)
Darcy B: For the attitude and effort you put in while practicing Mandarin in our morning meet on
Tuesday. I was so impressed with your engagement and willingness to have a go! You’re a star Darcy :)
Ella R: For coming to the Maths and Writing Google Meets to support her learning and for her
persistence when facing difficult concepts. I am so proud of the perseverance you showed this week.
Well done :)
Ruby K: For the attitude and overall effort you are putting into this remote learning. You are working so
hard and that is reflected in the work you are uploading. Fantastic effort Ruby :)
5/6E
James K: For the highly detailed and well researched informative text on St Roch you have created. It
is excellent to see you have used the success criteria and taken on teacher feedback.
Lachie F: For using great Mathematical thinking to identify the possible outcomes to an event using a
tree diagram. Well done!
5/6L
Jasper T: For displaying the SMASH expectation of Help Others by sharing his knowledge of the
Mathspace program. Thank you also for your active participation at the Writing and Maths Meets,
sharing your contributions goes a long way to helping the teacher on the Meets model thinking. Keep
up all your hard work.
Maddie P: For trying something new - Thank you Maddie for your outstanding attendance at the five/six
Book Club and your willingness to share with five/sixL what you have been doing in Book Club.
5/6R
Ciara W: For her incredible work on her Confirmation Saint biography.
James T: For challenging himself with his new learning on tree diagrams.
Jack H: For his contributions to his focus reading group.
Archie G: For displaying the SMASH expectation Act Responsibly by putting his best effort into Maths
and Literacy tasks.
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mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/Parent/Login.aspx
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Attention Year 5 Parents
2021 Rugby Tops
Please remember to order your child’s Year Six rugby top by Friday September 4th.
Due to the current restrictions we can’t give students the opportunity to try on a sample for sizing
however the sizing is very similar to the current school uniform. We would suggest you go up a size
from your child’s bomber jacket as they will probably grow a bit between ordering and receiving the
tops in 2021 and the children tend to wear the rugby top big!
The tops are available in 8, 10, 12, 14, 12, 14, 16 & 18.
You need to place your order via the online uniform shop – you will find the Rugby Tops under
accessories. There is also space for you to write what nickname your child would like on the back of
the top. These tops are made and printed especially for St Michael’s and as such we cannot accept
late orders.
Any question, please send us an email at : uniformshop@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
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Message from the Victorian Police
Police want to hear from you about safety issues important to you
in your community. Complete a short two-minute survey to have
your voice heard: https://engage.vic.gov.au/victoria-policecommunity-connection-project/victoria-police-boroondara
We want to know about your safety concerns, any ideas you have
for safety improvements, and your trust and confidence in police.
Your responses will help us better connect with and support
communities, helping to create a safer Victoria. Don’t forget to ‘Like’
us on Facebook at Eyewatch – Boroondara Police Service Area
Camberwell-uni-oic@police.vic.gov.au

Promote Your
Business
During these difficult times its important that we all
come together as a communtity to support each other.
If you are a St Michael's family or past family we would
like to offer you the opportunity to promote your
business here so that the St Michael's community can
also support your business. If you would like to
advertise your business please email a jpeg or PDF file
to newsletter@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

