
 
4th August 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
 
My apologies for the delay in being able to communicate with you in relation to the changes to 
our schools’ operation from tomorrow Wednesday 5th August.  As schools, we are still awaiting 
further clarification from the government in relation to who is classified as a permitted worker 
and how we are required to identify which students will be able to complete their remote 
learning onsite. 
 
As outlined in the Chief Health Officer’s advice on Friday, schools remain safe places for staff 
and students – but these steps are critical measures to reduce the movement of students and 
families across the state. There are implications for our school, and for families in our school 
community.  
 
A summary of what the changes mean for schools is below.  
 
METROPOLITAN MELBOURNE PREP TO YEAR 10  

● Prep to Year 10 students will continue with remote and flexible learning.  
● The criteria for students that can attend on-site has changed as follows: 

● children whose parents are permitted workers. The Victorian Government will 
provide further advice about this over the coming days 

● vulnerable children in out of home care, children known to child protection and 
other agencies and children the school identifies as vulnerable 

● children with a disability who also fit one of the above two categories 
 
The basic premise is that if parents are at home, working or not, students should stay at home 
and learn remotely. We understand that this is challenging for all members of our community - 
students, parents and staff. 
 
Over the next day, I will be emailing all families a proforma which you will be asked to complete 
in relation to which individual students will be permitted onsite.  Once I have received returned 



proformas, I will advise each family individually, case by case, as to whether they have met the 
criteria for onsite attendance. 
 
To provide some immediate support and clarity for families, tomorrow, we will accept 
students who have been attending on site.  I request that if you are aware that your 
child/children no longer fall into the new criteria, you keep them home to learn remotely. If your 
child/children will need to attend school tomorrow, please email me to confirm this.   The 
majority of our staff will be working remotely to comply with the Victorian Government’s direction 
and to ensure their safety and wellbeing.  The children attending onsite should not expect to see 
their classroom teacher as he/she may be working remotely to support the learning needs of all 
of our students. 
 
From tomorrow the only access to and from our school will be through our High Street entrance. 
All students will continue to be temperature checked before they enter our school. Our 
staggered drop off and pick up times will continue for this week.   During break times, our 
playground area will be restricted to our quadrangle. 
 
To support our students’ remote learning, our staff have created resource packs.  These packs 
include Writing books and Literacy and Maths materials and can be collected tomorrow. 
Families who are in Yellow and Red House are asked to collect their packs between 9am and 
12pm and families in Green and Blue House are asked to collect their packs between 12:30pm 
and 3:30pm.  Our gates on Victory Boulevard will be open and you will be able to access the 
hall from both side entrances.  We ask all families to follow social distancing practices and 
sanitise their hands as they arrive and leave the Hubl.  All of our packs are organised in class 
groups and a pack for our Wellbeing Friday for each family on Friday August 14th is also 
included.  There is a hard copy of the activities for this day included in our packs, please be 
aware that the date on the hard copy is written as the 15th August, it should read the 14th.  The 
slides for these activities will also be loaded onto our Google Classrooms. 
 
As a thank you to all of our parents for your ongoing support, we have created small treats that 
can also be collected from the Hub.  These thank yous are a small token of our appreciation to 
everyone.  Please take one a treat per family as you collect your child/children’s resources. 
 
Please feel free to contact me if you have any further questions or concerns. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Meredith Bennett 
Principal 
 
 


