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Prep 2021 Transitions

To you I call; for you will surely hear me, O God;
turn your ear to me, hear my words.
Guard me as the apple of your eye;
in the shadow of your wings protect me.

Amen.
@StMashburton

Connect with St Michael's

Parish Priest : Fr Laurence Cortez : ashburton@cam.org.au

@st_michaels_ashburton

Principal : Meredith Bennett: mbennett@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

03 9885 3105

SAC Chairperson: Michael Fletcher: m.p.l.fletcher@gmail.com

www.smashburton.catholic.edu.au Parents & Friends Auxiliary: pfa@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

Term Dates 2020
TERM 1
Monday 3rd February - Friday 27th March

TERM 3
Monday 14th July - Friday 18th September

TERM 2
TERM 4
Wednesday 15th April - Friday 26th June Monday 5th October - Tuesday 15th December

What's on this Term

A safe community of animated learners enlightened by faith in God

Prep 2021 Transition
Week 4
Monday 26th October
Tuesday 27th October
Wednesday 28th October
Week 5
Wednesday 4th November
Thursday 5th November
Friday 6th November
Week 6
Tuesday 10th November

School Closure Days Term 4 2020
Friday 23rd October - Grand Final Public Holiday
Tuesday 3rd November - Melbourne Cup Public Holiday
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A safe community of animated learners enlightened by faith in God
NEWS
Happy Smiling Faces
It has been wonderful to have all of our students back onsite with us and seeing their happy, smiling
faces each day. Thank you to all of our parents and caregivers who have supported us with our new
procedures and arrangements to ensure that everyone in our community continues to remain safe
and healthy. All parents are reminded that they need to wear face masks correctly at drop off and pick
up. Please ensure that your mask is covering your chin and nose at all times. Our students are also
welcome to wear masks if they feel comfortable doing so. Parents are also reminded to remain
socially and physically distant from each other. If your child or children exhibit symptoms of COVID,
please keep him or her at home until he or she is feeling better and has no symptoms. It is also
recommended that anyone displaying symptoms has a COVID test. As a school community, we ask
that if anyone in your family has one of these tests that all children remain at home until the results of
this test are confirmed.
Melbourne Cup Weekend
As you would be aware, the Melbourne Cup ison the Tuesday 3rd of November. The Monday before
Cup Day is usually a report writing day for our teachers, however we know that this year is unlike any
other and that our students have just returned to school after remote learning. I have created a
survey that I ask all families to complete to gain feedback in relation to this long weekend. Our current
restrictions are changing on a weekly basis, and I am hopeful that we will be able to move more than
25km from our homes after Sunday. Based on the feedback you providein this survey, our staffing
including CRTs, if required, for this Monday will be organised. On this day, we will have activities
based around Cup Day, but not teaching our general curriculum and lessons. Please complete our
Google form using the following link https://forms.gle/zjhthWgmQJBoz9sT6 by Sunday 25th
October at 5:00pm to assist us with our planning.
Prep Transition
It has been lovely to meet with our 2021 Prep parents through Google Meets this week and share
some of what makes St Michael’s the amazing school that it is. Thank you to Erin Nagel for attending
and presenting at each of these evenings. Over the next three weeks, we are looking forward to
meeting our new Preps in their virtual transition sessions. All of our families are reminded to register
for one of the transition sessions per week through their child’s Operoo account. To support these
transition sessions, we will be providing the basis for the activities that will be completed. If your new
Prep child has a sibling at St Michael’s, we will be sending home information with him or her today
and if you are a new family to our school, we will be delivering this information this afternoon or
tomorrow.
Fee Rebate
If you have not contacted me in relation to your fee rebate please contact me next week via email.
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NEWS
Footy Colours Day
Thank you to Cailtin O’Donnell for organising our Footy Colours Day and activities. Everyone really
enjoyed the handball competition and designing their own footy jumper. I would be so happy to say that
the Mighty Saints were going to be Premiers this year, but as I have been told regularly, there is always
next year. Good luck to all of our Richmond and Geelong supporters, it will certainly be a Grand Final
like no other. I hope that everyone enjoys the public holiday tomorrow and the match on Saturday.
Book Week Celebrations
It has been wonderful to be able to celebrate Book Week with all of our students this week. Thank you
to Emily O’Kane for organising our Book Week activities which have included a virtual presentation
from author Sally Rippin, an Escape Room, Scavenger Hunt, favourite books and costumes. Today it
was wonderful to see our students bring along their favourite book to share or dress up as a book
character.
Meredith Bennett
Principal
mbennett@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
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NEWS
Dear Parents and Caregivers,
We are all so happy to have all staff and students back onsite healthy, learning and spending time with
friends.
FOOTY COLOURS DAY
On Monday we had Footy Colours Day. It was
wonderful to see the school filled with so many
colours. Students enjoyed a range of footy activities
inside and outside the classroom. A big thank you
to Miss O’Donnell for organising the day and for
making the handball target. I am very excited about
the Grand Final this weekend and a little nervous
for my Richmond Tigers, hopefully we’ll get the win.
Go Tigers.

Go Tigers

BOOK WEEK
Today we celebrated Book Week. Thank you to Miss O’Kane who organised a fun day filled with
activities. All students loved the scavenger hunt and story time over the loudspeaker. We also had a
little reading picnic set up for our students in the Quadrangle where they were able to look at the picture
story books that have been nominated for this year’s Book Week prize.
WORLD TEACHERS DAY
Next Friday is World Teachers’ Day (30th October in Australia), a day in which we celebrate all staff at
St Michael’s as we are all part of a remarkable profession. The theme this year is hope for a bright
future. You may see some photos of our staff and many other teachers in their sunglasses on social
media. Parents and caregivers are always a vital part of their child’s learning and this year in particular
have played a massive role in their child’s/children’s education. Therefore this year we thank and
celebrate you too! We also invite you to get involved. On Friday 30th October, post a photo in your
sunglasses on social media, either on your own or with family or friends, to say a big thank you to all
parents, caregivers and teachers and celebrate the bright future education and teaching.

Erin Nagel
Deputy Principal
enagel@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
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SRC Awards

We are excited to share that this term we are recommencing the Student Representative Council.
Congratulations to the representatives that were voted in by each class. Meetings will be held on
a fortnightly basis by Elle Smart (Years Three - Six) and Rachael Lo Ricco (Prep - Two)

Prep C
Roberta C & Ryan B

Prep D
Evie P & James A

1/2B
Lachlan H & Aaliyah G

1/2DL
Diaz F & Alexander Z

1/2E
Issy K & Charlotte K

1/2R
Gabriel G & Nathan N

3/4 B
Mayah L & Adam S

3/4JA
Carrington G & Cooper M

3/4A
Holly B & Tom J

3/4 M
Zoe L & Mia R

5/6 E
Jamie B & Milla B

3/4 E Chad M , Michaela G & Kristin H

5/6 L

Chaira S & Ben E

5/6 R
Alicia A & Claudia O
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Positive Behaviour Support (PBS
The SMASH expectations are behaviours which we
expect our whole community to display regularly at
St Michael’s. At St Michael’s we give verbal and non
verbal praise and acknowledgement when we see
students showing our SMASH expectations. We
believe in giving relevant, timely intrinsic and
extrinsic feedback, this ensures students understand
and demonstrate to expected behaviours. Each
week we have a specific focus from our Matrix of
Expected Behaviours which the whole school will
focus on.
The Smash expectations for the upcoming weeks
are below.
Week 4: Make a Difference by working as a team
and listening to and respecting others’ ideas
Week 5 : Show Respect by thinking before we
speak to our teachers and peers

This Term we are implementing a new system to reward
students following the SMASH expectations on the
playground. Instead of a token, students will be given a
sticker in their house colour which they will add to the
Positive Behaviour Support display outside the Wellbeing
room. This will stay up all term and we will be a visual
reminder of the behaviours teachers expect to see. Our
Wellbeing leaders will count the number of stickers each
week and will add these to our House Points tally.

Rachael Lo Ricco
Elle Smart
Student Wellbeing Leader
Student Wellbeing Leader
esmart@smashburton.catholic.edu.au rloricco@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

Rachel Hamilton-Smith
Learning Diversity Leader
rhamiltonsmith@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
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Prep C
Stella M: For her positivity and courage to share her ideas and for persevering to write interesting
sentences.
Patrick K: For always showing respect and for persevering to sound out his words when he is writing.
Prep D
Dominic P: For having such a great first week back at school. Keep up the great work! Fantastic work!
Evie K: For reading ‘The Farm Concert’ book with expression. Fantastic work!
One/Two B
Heath M: For your wonderful persuasive writing this week! You have included strong language and
detailed reasons. Keep this up!
Isaac Su: For your fantastic division work this week! You have been approaching your Maths with a ‘can
do’ attitude.
One/Two DL
Gabriella K: The enthusiasm you bring to our classroom, and for presenting your opinion that cats make
better pets than dogs in your persuasive piece.
Brayden F: Experimenting with using voice in your persuasive writing piece to engage your audience.
One/Two E
Annabelle S: For your enthusiasm during Mathematics. Annabelle, you have been applying a ‘Growth
Mindset’ to your new learning. I am so impressed with the way you are tackling our current topic ‘division’.
Keep up the super work!
SMASH Award: Eleni M: For displaying the School Expectation of ‘Show Respect’ by listening to
instructions. Eleni you always demonstrate active listening. This is evident in the way you respond to
teacher directions, as well as through your completed learning tasks. You are a role model to your peers.
One/Two R
Cooper S: For writing a wonderful persuasive piece on Cats Vs Dogs
Emily B: For transitioning well and working hard in the classroom
Five/Six E
Eva D: For your enthusiasm towards your learning. Your growth mindset since returning to onsite
learning has been wonderful to see!
Erin K : For transitioning back so smoothly to onsite learning and following our SMASH expectations in
the classroom and on the yard
Five/Six L
Benjamin E : for displaying the SMASH expectation of Help Others by Identifying times when peers
might need some help and explaining tasks in a different way. Well done also on your willingness to
share your thinking with the class during discussions. Keep up all your hard work.
Chiara S: Trying something new by being brave enough to share your metaphor poem with our class.
Your poem was well constructed and meet the learning intentions perfectly. Well done Chiara..

Footy Day
Photos
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