
EDITION 16/18

A safe community of animated learners enlightened by faith in God

Father, all-powerful and ever-living God,
today we rejoice in the holy men and women

of every time and place.
May their prayers bring us your forgiveness and love
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

ST MICHAEL'S PARISH SCHOOL
ASHBURTON

Connect with St Michael's
@StMashburton

@st_michaels_ashburton

www.smashburton.catholic.edu.au

03 9885 3105

Parish Priest : Fr Laurence Cortez  : ashburton@cam.org.au

Principal : Meredith Bennett: mbennett@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

SAC Chairperson: Michael Fletcher: m.p.l.fletcher@gmail.com

Parents & Friends Auxiliary: pfa@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
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Prep 2021 Transition
Week 6

Monday 9th November
Tuesday 10th November

Thursday 12th November

Last Day of School
Week 11

Tuesday 15 December 

What's on this Term

 TERM 1 

 Monday 3rd February - Friday 27th March 

TERM 2 

Wednesday 15th April - Friday 26th June 

TERM 3 

Monday 14th July - Friday 18th September 

TERM 4 

Monday 5th October  - Tuesday 15th December 

Term Dates 2020



EDITION 16/18

A safe community of animated learners enlightened by faith in God

Dear Parents and Caregivers,

COVID Safe Plan
Thank you to everyone in our community for supporting and following our COVID-19 protocols to
ensure everyone’s safety. As a school, we are continuing to ensure the safety of all of our students,
parents and staff.  Our three drop off and pick up areas will continue to operate, as well as our
staggered drop off and pick up times. Within our school day, we will continue with our sanitising and
cleaning of our high touch surfaces to ensure our students’ safety. Our current Operations Guide
states that we are no longer required to take students’ temperatures before they enter our school. 

From Monday 9th November, we will no longer be taking student temperatures each morning, there
will still be a staff member at each of our entrances to welcome our students. To further support this
change, we ask that each family continues to keep their child or children at home if he/she
demonstrates any symptoms of COVID and have your child or children tested .  If you have more than
one child at St Michael's, please keep all of your children at home until you receive your test results. 
 By everyone following these guidelines, we will continue to ensure that our St Michael’s community
continues to be safe and healthy.

Our School Operations Guide continues to be updated as restrictions change. We are currently
awaiting further information in relation to how we will be able to celebrate our Sacraments, especially
Confirmation. The Archbishop is currently in conversation with the Premier and DHHS in relation to if
and how Sacraments can occur. For our Year Six students, our guide now states that we may
celebrate graduation with staff and students present but parents in a remote manner. Thank you to
our Graduation Committee who are continuing to plan for ways that we can make our Year Six
students’ transition from primary to secondary school a special one for each of them.

World Teachers’ Day
On Friday 30th October, we celebrated World Teachers’ Day, which had the theme of “Bright
Futures”. At St Michael’s, we believe that it is important for us to celebrate everyone who works in our
school to ensure that our students reach their full potential. This year, we also want to acknowledge
you, our parents and caregivers, who have taken on different educator roles throughout our Remote
Learning. Thank you for your ongoing support and dedication to ensuring that each and every one of
our students flourished during challenging and difficult times. Education is a vocation that has an
impact on not just the students in our school, but in our wider community, it is a true privilege to be
part of this amazing profession and the St Michael’s community.

Thank you to our PFA for supplying our staff with grazing boxes for lunch on Friday. This very
thoughtful gesture added an extra special touch to the day and all of our staff were very grateful.

L E A D E R S H I P  A N D  M A N A G E M E N T
O r g a n i s a t i o n ,  S t r u c t u r e s ,  R e s o u r c e  M a n a g e m e n t ,  S t a f f  W e l l b e i n g  a n d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  L e a r n i n g

PRINCIPAL'S
NEWS
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Prep 2021 Transitions
It has been wonderful to have our Prep 2021 students onsite with us as part of their transition to
school. Whilst our transition this year looks different, seeing our new Preps smiling faces in small
groups throughout the week and their excitement, is certainly something that we have enjoyed. Thank
you to Jess Herrick and Emily O’Kane for preparing our learning activities for these sessions. I am
also excited to announce that Erica Cremer and Deanna Imbriano will be our Prep teachers for 2021.
Thank you to Deanna and Erica for running our transition sessions.

School Review
Our school review is complete and our draft report has been edited and will soon be sent to Catholic
Education Melbourne. I look forward to sharing our recommendations and plans with everyone in
future newsletters.

School Improvement
I am currently investigating quotes to have our basketball courts resurfaced.  We are looking at having
a soft fall surface installed that is appropriate for our students to play on as well as being a carpark.  I
look forward to sharing updates in relation to our resurfacing with everyone as this task progresses.

L E A D E R S H I P  A N D  M A N A G E M E N T
O r g a n i s a t i o n ,  S t r u c t u r e s ,  R e s o u r c e  M a n a g e m e n t ,  S t a f f  W e l l b e i n g  a n d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  L e a r n i n g

PRINCIPAL'S
NEWS

Meredith Bennett
Principal
mbennett@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

We have a large amount of unnamed jackets in lost
property. Could you please ensure that all uniform
items are named.

Lost Property

http://smashburton.catholic.edu.au/
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Dear Parents and Caregivers,

We all enjoyed World Teachers' Day last Friday and I would like to thank our lovely PFA members who
organised a fantastic cheese box for each member of the staff. Every member of St Michael’s staff and
community certainly contributes to ensuring that all children at St Michael’s have a bright future filled 
with many possibilities. I once again thank all parents and caregivers for their support and the wonderful
guidance that is provided for every child.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS
Sacraments
As you are all aware we are still under many COVID 19 restrictions and these continue to impact on our
ability to gather in groups and to hold religious services for more than five people in an outdoor setting.
We still hold Confirmation as a priority due to our Year Six students moving on to secondary school next
year. The complication with this is that Confirmation is traditionally celebrated by a Bishop or Monsignor
and requires candidates to be presented with their sponsors. Father Laurence is in communication with
the Archbishop in relation to if and how these sacraments can be celebrated within the current 
guidelines. If there are any updates provided by the Church we will pass these immediately onto families. 

CALL OUT
Can you help us?
We are currently looking at resurfacing our top courts and
installing a new bike shed. If you are able to assist or know
anyone that may be able to assist with quotes, labour or
installation please contact us via email.

Erin Nagel
Deputy Principal
enagel@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

L E A D E R S H I P  A N D  M A N A G E M E N T
O r g a n i s a t i o n ,  S t r u c t u r e s ,  R e s o u r c e  M a n a g e m e n t ,  S t a f f  W e l l b e i n g  a n d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  L e a r n i n g

DEPUTY
PRINCIPAL'S

NEWS

http://smashburton.catholic.edu.au/
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 Student Awards

Prep C
Jacob O: For always using his manners and for persevering to make good choices about where to sit and
listen on the floor. 
Roberta C: For her positive attitude to learning and for persevering to sound out the words she is writing
by herself. 
Isobelle G: For her positivity and kindness to all and for persevering to practise division as she shared
lollies with her sea creature.
Prep D
Jordan G: For participating in our investigations and showing respect. Well done. 
James A: For always showing full-body listening when sitting on the floor. Keep up the great work!
One/Two B
Billy P: For your fantastic writing this week! I have seen great growth in this area. Keep up the awesome
work!
Austin C: For always offering to help others in the classroom and being a supportive classmate!
One/Two DL
Stephanie T: You were a superstar in Investigations by carefully reading the learning intentions at each
station. Thank you for acting responsibly when learning.
Alexander Z: For being so creative in your writing this week. I especially liked your use of ‘hostile’. Great
work!
One/Two E
Matthew H: For his focus during morning meditation. Matthew, you are making sure you take this time to
reflect, stay still, silent and pay attention to your breathing. You are a role model for One/Two E!
SMASH Award- Sanne M:  For displaying the school expectation of 'Help Others' by lending a helping
hand. Sanne, you are always mindful of your peers. You identify when your classmates need assistance
and are always quick to act. You are a fantastic member of One/Two E!
Three/Four B
Maddi H: For being such a flexible and resilient learner. I am so proud of you that you continue to log on
each day and tackle all the challenges thrown your way. 
Cara M: For your amazing effort in reading. You have demonstrated such growth in your ability to make
inferences! Keep it up! 
Maaike McM: You are getting this award for your efforts in all areas of learning. You are always
completing all tasks to a high standard and apply feedback to make improvements in your learning.
Three/Four E
Olive D: For supporting others and offering to help wherever possible.
Kristin H: For your improvement in reading this year. You have demonstrated that you can use a range
comprehension strategies to understand sophisticated texts
Five/Six L
Annabelle M: For displaying the SMASH expectation of Help Others by identifying times when peers
might need some help and supporting them. Thank you for always thinking of others and making sure that
our classroom is a happy place.
Caitie H: For trying something new by sharing thinking with others during class discussions. Thank you for
your successful return to onsite schooling.
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 Book Week
Photos
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https://tinyurl.com/Theological-Reflections

https://tinyurl.com/Theological-Reflections
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Click Here

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd4RmArP5GJtQT8CICfpr_RxwwLxA7vHrcE6WGWN5M7hs74XA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd4RmArP5GJtQT8CICfpr_RxwwLxA7vHrcE6WGWN5M7hs74XA/viewform
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