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Loving God, may we lead with the light of justice,
May we lead with the light of compassion,
May we lead with the light of mercy,
May we lead with the light of love.
Amen
@StMashburton

Connect with St Michael's

Parish Priest : Fr Laurence Cortez : ashburton@cam.org.au

@st_michaels_ashburton

Principal : Meredith Bennett: mbennett@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

03 9885 3105

SAC Chairperson: Michael Fletcher: m.p.l.fletcher@gmail.com

www.smashburton.catholic.edu.au Parents & Friends Auxiliary: pfa@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

Term Dates 2020
TERM 1
Monday 3rd February - Friday 27th March

TERM 3
Monday 14th July - Friday 18th September

TERM 2
TERM 4
Wednesday 15th April - Friday 26th June Monday 5th October - Tuesday 15th December
A safe community of animated learners enlightened by faith in God

What's on this Term

Confirmation Dates
Week 8
Tuesday 24th November 6pm
Wednesday 25th November 6pm
Thursday 26th November 6pm

Last Day of School
Week 11
Tuesday 15 December

School Fees & Levies
This is a reminder for any outstanding payments of fees and levies.
Thank you to all those families who have paid their school fees, or
continue with their payment plans. If you have any queries please
contact Kathy - kathym@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
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Dear Parents and Caregivers,
Higgins Medal Award
Each year, our school is invited to nominate two of our students to receive the HIggins Medal Award.
These awards are presented to students who have demonstrated excellence in academic and
extracurricular pursuits, leadership among their peers or a commitment to upholding the school’s
values.
It is my pleasure to announce that this year our students who were nominated and received the
Higgins Medal via a Zoom meeting with Katie Allen, are Kiara E from Five/Six E and Olivia D from
One/Two DL. Kiara has been a member of our Mini Vinnies for at least the past 4 years and always
supports our school fundraising. Each morning, Kiara also greets me with a big smile and a beautiful
good morning. Olivia won a prize in our Easter Raffle at the end of Term One. She donated her Easter
Eggs to one of our local nursing homes so their residents could enjoy Easter despite being in lockdown
and missing their families. Olivia is always willing to assist her peers and works well within
collaborative teams. I know that everyone will join me in congratulating Kiara and Olivia.

Virtual Assemblies
Due to our inability to meet together as a school, we are continuing with our Virtual Assemblies for
Prep to Year Two and Years Three to Six. Thank you to our Student Wellbeing Leaders, Elle Smart
and Rachael Lo Ricco for organising these assemblies and sharing the links with our families. Thank
you also to our student leaders who have worked with and supported each other to ensure that these
assemblies run smoothly. As we mentioned in our Skoolbag alert, there are only a possible 100
connections for each Google Meet. We ask that each family only joins the assembly through one link to
ensure that all families are able to join us.
2021 Student Leadership Speeches
Next week, I am looking forward to our Year Five students’ leadership speeches for 2021. These
speeches are always a wonderful time for our students to demonstrate their public speaking skills and
demonstrate their leadership skills. Our students and staff have the opportunity to vote for each other
during these speeches. I look forward to sharing the news of our 2021 School Leaders in our future
newsletters.
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Social Media and Student Images
I know that parents and families want to celebrate the achievements of all of our students and share
photos and videos of our students receiving awards at assemblies and school celebrations. I would like
to remind all families that, as a school, we are only able to use images of students when we have
written permission from the child's parents. This sharing of our students’ images also applies to
personal social media accounts. Please ensure that you post photos of your own child on your social
media accounts unless you have spoken to the parent or caregivers and have their permission for the
image to be used.
Prep Transition
Today, it was wonderful to have our 2021 Prep students join us again for onsite transition sessions.
Today our new Preps met their Year Six buddies and also received their uniforms and school bags as
part of their transition to joining our community. Thank you to Belinda O and Mel W for ordering and
organising our new students’ uniforms. Thank you also to all of our Year Five students who created
“Buddy Boxes” to welcome our new students to our school. I know that our 2021 Preps and their
families will enjoy being part of our Michael’s community.

SAC and PFA AGM
This evening at 7pm, we will be holding our School Advisory Council and Parents and Friends Annual
General Meeting. Any parent interested in attending this meeting can use the following link to join the
meeting commencing at 7pm - AGM. Part of this meeting is to celebrate our accomplishments over
the year and to thank our parents who have supported our school through being part of this committee
and advisory body. We will be asking for nominations to join or SAC nect week.
Art Room and Library
As you may be aware, we have had some water damage in our Library and Art Room after a pipe burst.
All of our students are still enjoying Art and Library lessons in their classrooms and different locations in
our school. We currently have assessors and contractors repairing our rooms. Thank you to Deb
Chapman and Clare Bilton-Roos for being so flexible and ensuring that our students’ learning
continues.

Meredith Bennett
Principal
mbennett@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
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Dear Parents and Caregivers,
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS
Sacraments
Last week we received fantastic news that Parish Priests were granted permission to celebrate
Confirmation. Father Laurence has kindly offered to celebrate three different services next week so that
all of our Year Six children are able to celebrate Confirmation before moving onto secondary school. We
are very fortunate as a number of other Catholic Primary schools and Parishes have continued to
postpone their celebrations.
Unfortunately Reconciliation and Eucharist will be postponed until 2021. As soon as we know dates for
these celebrations we will advise the community.
A friendly reminder for all families wishing to celebrate confirmation this year to ensure that they have
made a booking as they close on Friday 20th November.
St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal
As we are all busily preparing during Advent for the birth of Christ and the celebration of Christmas, it is
important to stop and think of those who are not as fortunate as us. We invite all families to donate to our
annual St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal. This year due to COVID-19 restrictions the St Vincent de
Paul Society has requested that donations be made in the form of a box of chocolates or a gift card for
families to use. Donations this year can be handed in via classrooms and the office basket.
Reports Update
Please take the time to read the report information that you will find later in this newsletter. It has
important information regarding the nForma portal and how to access your child’s report

CALL OUT
Can you help us?
We are currently looking at resurfacing our top courts and
installing a new bike shed. If you are able to assist or know
anyone that may be able to assist with quotes, labour or
installation please contact us via email.

Erin Nagel
Deputy Principal
enagel@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
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Dear Parents & Caregivers,
You will be receiving your child’s Semester One Report online via the nForma Parent Portal. The
Parent Portal will open on Friday the 11th December at 3pm. It is very important that you download
your child’s report and keep it for your records. It is highly recommended that you use a computer to
access your child’s reports for the first time. Subsequent logins can be made on a mobile device if
preferred.
All Parents
You need to use your existing username and password that you created last semester. If you have
forgotten your password, you can reset it online, please do not contact the school to do this, as we are
unable to access it on your behalf.
https://parent.nforma.ct.com.au/app/index.html?schooldomain=smashburton#/login
Forgotten passwords:
If you have forgotten your password, please use the 'forgotten password' link. Please note that your new
password needs to be at least 7 characters long and must include at least one non alpha-numeric
character, e.g. *, - / or similar. If you have requested a password reset and the email does not appear,
please look in your junk/spam folder for an email from no-reply@nforma.com.au.

If you have any questions or issues, please email Andrew Snape Digital Technologies Leader
asnape@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

Andrew Snape
Digital Technologies Leader
asnape@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

LEARNING AND TEACHING
Student

Outcome,

Curriculum,

Assessment,

Reporting,

Principles

and

EDITION 16/18

Pedagogy

Learning &
Teaching
A safe community of animated learners enlightened
by faith in God
NEWS

This term our Junior teachers have turned the hub into an investigation paradise! Teachers in Prep and
One/Two decided that in order to re-engage our students back into school life the pedagogy of
developmental play would be most suited to assist our students.
Through the use of various stations; construction/design, dress up/role play, cafe, puppet theatre and
writing/post office. The students have inquired and investigated varying skills. In particular these stations
have required our students to use their social skills and communication skills.
Investigation time has been a huge success and our students are to be commended on how well they
have adapted back into school life at St Michael’s. A big thank you to our Junior staff for developing these
experiences for the children, your adaptability throughout the year has been outstanding!
Quotes from some of the Prep students:
“I like investigations because I like the pasta art because I make different things.” Oliver G“
I like the paper folding because I make stuff.” Maya D“
I like investigations because of the building and puppets.” Anthony F
“I like the puppets because we make shows.” Isaac H

Jess Herrick
Learning and Teaching Leader
jherrick@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
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Prep C
Hannah S: For acting responsibly and for persevering to always finish her learning tasks.
Luca S: For his knowledge about the zones of regulation and for persevering to identify three strategies
that help him to be in the green zone.
Maya D: For listening to instructions and for persevering to be brave and have a go at her learning
activities.
Prep D
Srithan N: For staying focused during reading rotations. Well done and keep up the great work.
SMASH - For Acting Responsibly.
Emma P: You’re such a great role model for your peers. You’re always focused and ‘have a go’ at all your
work. Keep up the great work.
One/Two B
Sebastian W: For your ‘can do’ approach to your learning! You are an active participant in each lesson,
regularly sharing your insightful ideas with the class and it is wonderful to see you always willing to take on
challenges!
Aaliyah G: SMASH award for displaying the school expectation of 'Show Respect' by offering a helping
hand to your peers. Aaliyah you are always looking out for classmates, identifying when they need
assistance and being quick to support! A fantastic role model.
One/Two DL
Eve P: Your informative writing piece about your special place Gumbuya Park.You used descriptive
language to inform your audience about your favourite place.
Archie M: Fantastic skip counting work in Mathematics. It is great to see that you are so quick to find the
patterns and accurate with your calculations.
One/Two E
Maxen M: For his wonderful ideas in writing. Maxen you have been thinking about the topics presented
this week, sharing your creativity with your peers. Keep it up!
Harlow H: Harlow, you are such a considerate member of One/Two E. You identify when your peers need
assistance and are always willing to help. You model exceptional manners and show respect to others!
Thank you for being such a wonderful classmate!
Three/Four B
Tahlia F: For her persistence to make improvements in her writing. She brings such maturity to each task,
ensuring that all feedback she has received is acted upon.
Hannah M: For the growth in her reading skills! She demonstrates such determination when she is
challenged in unfamiliar language.
Finn O’C: For always demonstrating positive classroom and playground behaviours. He is such a role
model in the classroom and he should be so proud of the way he naturally leads his peers.
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Three/Four M
Darcy B: For displaying the school expectation of Show Respect by always listening and contributing to
class discussions, following instructions and ALWAYS being a reliable leader in Three/Four M . You’re a
SUPERSTAR Darcy!
Thenuk W: For transitioning so well back into onsite learning. It has been great to see you working so
hard and asking for help when needed.
Three/Four JA
Karanvir S: For displaying the School Expectation of Show Respect by thinking before you speak to your
teachers and peers.
Harry Z: In recognition of your efforts in writing. It is great to see you recording your ideas and writing in
full sentences. Keep up the amazing work!
Alyssa S: In recognition of your teamwork and collaboration with your peers. It is great to see you sharing
your ideas and working cooperatively with others.
Three/Four E
Hannah S & Ava G: For showing fantastic organisational skills. You are able to complete learning tasks
effectively and within given time frames!
Three/Four A
Jade R: For using the what I know, what I want to know thinking routine.
Jack D: For his effort and focus doing narrative writing.
Jessica B: For displaying the SMASH expectation of Showing Respect.
Holly B: For Displaying the SMASH expectation of Helping Others.
Five/Six L
Flick C: For displaying the SMASH expectation of Help Others by identifying when a friend needed you.
Thank you for always thinking of others and making sure that your friends and classroom is a happy place.
Chiara G: For trying something new by showing increased confidence during reading groups. Thank you
for sharing your thoughts about the text ‘A Long Walk to Water’.
Five/Six R
Emei B: For displaying the SMASH expectation Make a Difference by taking ownership of her learning
Claudia O:For experimenting with new learning on text structure in our unit on persuasive texts.
Alica A: For experimenting with new learning on persuasive teachniques in our unit on persuasive texts
Five/Six L
James M: For taking such pride and care in the presentation of your writing. I am so impressed with the
way you have structured your ideas when creating your persuasive writing.
Lexie W: For working well with classmates you have been paired with and making others feel included.
Your positive attitude is a wonderful addition to our classroom environment
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St Michael's Tennis Club
"The VCLTA is going to host a 5 round summer
competition and two rounds of finals in term
one of next year. Despite it being a short
season we thought it would be great to get the
kids back on court and hopefully by beginning
next year. Those clubs currently having issues
with accessing courts because they are on
school grounds, will not be having the same
issues come February. The competition will
begin on the 31st of January and run until the
end of March. Team entry is now open so
please get in touch with yourclub delegate and
we hope to see you all back on court ready to
play next year."
If anyone is interested in playing for St
Michael's Tennis Club please contact our
Junior Coordinator Vincent Arthur on
vincentA@larthur.com.au
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