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Welcome Back to
School 2021

God of our journey, God of hope,
we your children give you thanks and praise,
as we gather to begin anew our journey together.
May all who are part of this community,
especially all those who are new to our school,
find a welcome space to grow and be.
Give us the grace to begin our year,
with hope and joy
so that we may reach out to all those we meet.
This we pray in Jesus’ name.
Amen

Connect with St Michael's
@StMashburton

Parish Priest : Fr Laurence Cortez : ashburton@cam.org.au

@st_michaels_ashburton

Principal : Meredith Bennett: mbennett@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

03 9885 3105

Parents & Friends Auxiliary: pfa@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

www.smashburton.catholic.edu.au

Term Dates 2021
TERM 1 2021
Monday 31st February - Thursday 1st April

TERM 2 2021
Monday 19th April - Friday 25th June

TERM 3 2021
Monday 12th July - Friday 17th September

TERM 4 2021
Monday 4th October - Friday 17th December

Diary Dates 2021
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PRINCIPAL'S
NEWS
Dear Parents and Caregivers,
Welcome back to 2021. It is so lovely to have all of our community back with us and to be able to welcome people past our gates. Our school year has
commenced with all of our students settled and happy and a real sense of excitement in relation to what the year will hold. Thank you to all of our
parents and caregivers for following our COVID protocols and wearing masks or limiting their time onsite. Following yesterday’s press conference, all
people over the age of 12 must wear masks whilst inside our buildings. Your cooperation with these protocols is greatly appreciated.
As a community, we have welcomed our new Preps and their families. It is always so exciting for our new Preps to join us and experience school life.
Thank you to Deanna Imbriano and Erica Cremer for ensuring that our new Preps have settled into our school routine. Thank you also to our Year Six
students who have been a great support to our new Preps.
As well as welcoming our new Preps to our community, we also welcome other new students and staff. This year, we welcome Anita Dell’Orso as our
new Deputy Principal, RE Leader and Learning and Teaching Leader, Linda Mullen as our Learning Diversity Leader, Marina Russo as our Literacy
Leader and Alex Terzakis as one of our Three/Four teachers. Thank you to all of our amazing staff, students and parents for making our new staff feel so
welcome.
Welcome Drinks
Our annual Welcome Drinks will be held this year, however it will be in a different manner. This year our drinks will be held in our hall on Friday 12th
February from 7:30pm to 11:00pm. All of our new parents and families have received an invitation to this event through Operoo. This is a great evening
to make new connections and meet other parents. Please ensure that you reply to our invitation to assist with numbers and catering.
Congratulations
As a school community, it is always important to celebrate our student’s achievements in the broader community. Congratulations to Aidan D from
Five/Six E to who was awarded the Boroondara Young Citizen of the Year 2021. Aidan was honoured with this award for his charity work which includes
his work with Four Golden Hearts and his Build Anything, Be Anything project which provides packs of Lego for children in need. He also continues to
sort and pack toiletries for charities such as St Kilda Mums and Backpacks for Vic Kids. As a school, we are so proud of Aidan’s award and the many
ways that he continues to support other members of our community. Congratulations Aidan!

Opening of School Year Mass
Our Opening of School Year Mass will be celebrated on Sunday 14th February at 10:30am. All families, especially our new and Prep families as well
as our Year Six students, are invited to join us for this celebration to acknowledge the beginning of our school year.
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PFA Meeting - 10th February
Our first PFA meeting for 2021 will be held in our staffroom on Wednesday 10th February at 7:30pm. All parents are invited to join us for this meeting
and be part of this amazing team that organise and host different events and fundraisers for our school across the year. If you are interested in being part
of our PFA, please feel free to come along to our first meeting, there is no expectation that you will commit to a particular role or event at this meeting.
Assembly
At the moment, we are working out how many people we can have onsite for our assemblies, based on the 1 person per 2 square metre rule Although
we have a large hall, we are unable to have our whole school and parent community in our hall together. We are currently looking into different ways to
hold our assemblies to ensure that as many members of our community can join us as possible. We will send emails and Operoo alerts once we have
worked out the best way for our community to come together.
Operoo
A number of updates and forms are currently being sent out to all families through our Operoo platform. Each of these updates and forms will be sent to
the primary contact’s email address. Operoo only allows for one contact to receive these alerts, updates and respond. As a primary contact, parents can
choose to share their child’s profile with a secondary contact. The secondary contact will receive the alerts but only the primary contact can respond. You
are able to change the primary contact within your child's profile.
Emails
Our email lists for our 2021 school year are currently being updated. If you do not receive our emails, please email myself or Rochelle in our office to
ensure that this problem can be rectified as soon as possible.
Our staff emails will be shared with parents next week through our year level newsletters. Email is a convenient way to make contact with staff and staff
will endeavour to reply to your emails as soon as possible. Please be aware that emails received during the evening and during our school day may not
be answered immediately as staff are teaching and working with our students.
Parking
As a school, we are always aware of our neighbours and being respectful towards them. Please remember to park appropriately during drop off and pick
up times to ensure that our neighbours are not inconvenienced.
Meredith Bennett
Principal
mbennett@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
SCHOOL FEES & LEVIES - 2021
Dear Families and Caregivers,
The Annual Fee & Levy Statement for 2021 has been sent this week via the office
baskets with your eldest child. Your payment options include fortnightly, monthly, three
x term payments or payment in full by Friday 9th April 2021. Families who hold a
Centrelink Card may be entitled to the CSEF payment of $125 per child per annum.
Please contact the school office by Friday 19th February for a current form. We will
need a copy your current card for our records. We encourage all families to return the
completed Payment Commitment Options form to the office as soon as possible.
Please contact Kathy Muhllechner if you would like to arrange an alternative
payment plan.

Kathy Muhllechner
kathy@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
Office Manager
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Dear Parents and Caregivers,
Welcome to new and returning families to the beginning of a new school year. I trust that you have enjoyed a restful break over the holidays and a
wonderful start to school. I feel very blessed and fortunate to have joined St Michael’s as the Deputy Principal, Religious Education Leader and Teaching
and Learning Leader. It’s been great getting to know students and parents who have all been so welcoming. I am looking forward to working alongside all
members of the school community, to grow and learn together in faith. Please don’t hesitate to make contact with me should the need arise.
Beginning of Year Mass
We would like to invite all families to our beginning of year Mass on Sunday February 14 at St Michael’s church at 10:30am. During the Mass our
Yr Six students will be presenting small welcome gifts to our new Prep families and new staff members who are starting their journey at St Michael’s. We
hope that you can join our special Mass. To comply with the recent government changes to mask wearing, a reminder that all people over the age of 12
attending must wear a mask in the church.
Mini Vinnies
This year the Yr Five/Six students have been invited to join the Mini Vinnies team. Mini Vinnies is about planning for and taking action to benefit the
people in our school and local community. The students will meet regularly to share ideas and concerns, to have fun and support each other. Students
participating in Mini Vinnies benefit from the experiences and learning that they have across the year, including also the school and wider community. I
encourage parents to talk to their child at home about taking part in the Mini Vinnies team.
Operoo
Thank you to parents who have supplied your child’s medical plans and medication to the office and on Operoo. It’s essential that the school is notified of
any requirements, and that medical plans are kept up to date so that we are equipped to meet student’s medical needs. If, at any time your child requires
medication at school, there is a form available from the office that you can complete so that we are able to administer medication. If you need to supply
the school with an updated medication and medical plans, please do this as soon as possible.

Anita Dell'Orso
Deputy Principal, Religious Education Leader, Teaching & Learning Leader
adellorso@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

Prep Parents and New Families to St Michael's
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Library
News
TERM 1
Welcome to Library, hello from Mrs Clare Bilton-Roos. I will be working in the library on a Monday
afternoon, Tuesday and Thursday this year. On a Wednesday I will be in the classroom with One/Two
DC. All students will be attending the library each week for a 30 minute session. On their designated day
students need to bring their books and their library bag. In the morning their books will be placed in the
Library tubs and taken to the library to be placed on the returns trolley. The students are supported to
sort the items into picture story books, Junior fiction, fiction, Senior fiction, non fiction and magazines.
This helps to reinforce the different types of books and helps them to become familiar with what is in our
collection. Each week students can borrow 3 items. Each year level is encouraged to borrow a best fit
book. The following week these need to be returned or brought back to renew. An item can only be
renewed once if other students have reserved it.
Book Week Theme and Library Displays
This year's Book Week theme is ‘Old Worlds, New Worlds, Other Worlds.’ During Library Lovers day (February 14th) the students will create
work that illustrates their favourite character or setting based on the world of books that they read.In the first half of the year the students will
be exploring this theme through activities connected to their favourite book. We will be creating a display of books that parents might
remember reading and that students can borrow and read and discuss with their families. We will also have a display on creation stories which
includes the Dreaming Stories.
Overdues
Last year was an exceptional year with COVID and the library having flood damage. As a result some books have taken a holiday and not yet
returned to the library so could we please ask that everyone keeps their eyes open for our travelling items.It is also a good time to provide an
outline of our overdue process. When a student borrows he/she will be reminded if he/she has an overdue item that needs to be returned. If
the item is still not returned a letter will be sent home as a reminder. If the item is still not returned then another letter will be sent. The final
step will be an invoice letter so that we can purchase another copy of the item.
Library Club
Once a week we run Library Club during one of the breaks.This year if the weather is nice we will have our Library Club outside in the
quadrangle. The students will be able to sit on picnic rugs and read or complete some of the activity sheets.
Clare Bilton-Roos
cbiltonroos@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
Library Teacher & 1/2 Teacher
Literacy Parent Helpers Course
Dear Families,
Welcome back to school. My name is Marina Russo, I am the Literacy leader. I am also new to St
Michael's and have been made to feel very welcome by the school community. I will be running a
Literacy Parent Helpers course this term. The aim of this course is to teach parents how they can
assist in their child's classroom during the Literacy block. During this course you will learn how Literacy
is taught at St Michael's and how you can support the teacher and students in the classroom as a
parent helper. This is a great opportunity to meet new parents and learn how to support your child with
his/her reading, writing and spelling. Please indicate which session you would be able to attend by
emailing mrusso@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
Course Times
Monday 22nd February 9-10am
Tuesday 23rd February 3:45-4:45pm

Marina Russo
mrusso@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
Literacy Leader

Uniform
News

Volunteers
Welcome and thanks to Shelley D, Helen M and Cheryl T for volunteering to take over the running of the uniform shop for 2021. All three ladies are currently
learning the ropes and the ins and outs of the shop so please be patient during this phase!

Term One Opening Days
The uniform shop will be open from 8.30am to 9.00am on the following days:
·
Monday 8th Feb
·
Monday 1st March
Please note that sales are via eftpos and credit card only.
Second Hand Uniforms
These will be available to purchase from the rack during theshop opening times. These are cash sales only and no refunds or returns. Money raised helps
those in need in the community.
If you have uniforms to donate, please ensure that they are in good condition and have been cleaned before you donate them. Please note that we do not
accept hats, scrunchies, tights, socks and non-St Michael’s uniform items. Secondhand school bags are only accepted on pre-arrangement.
Lost Property
This is what the lost property cupboard is looking like –
full to the brim with uncollected items! If you have
missing uniform items from last year, especially bomber jackets,
please check the cupboard.
Please remember to label all your child’s uniform items –
especially hats and bomber jackets. If you have the orange Ragtagd
on any items, please remember to register it but still put your child’s
name on the tag.
Online Shop
All uniform items are available to purchase via our online shop
at https://stmichaelsashburton.shopdesq.com/
Exchanges
Please return via the office basket in your child’s class. Please ensure that you include your name and child’s class so that we can send the
return home. Regrettably we can only exchange items that are unworn and still have their tags attached unless the item is faulty.
Any questions or comments – contact us via email – uniformshop@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
Belinda O'C, Shelley D, Helen M and Cheryl T
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