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First Reconciliation
Celebration

At the name of Jesus, every knee should bend
of those in heaven and on the earth and under the earth,
for the Lord became obedient even unto death, death on a cross,
therefore, Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Connect with St Michael's
@StMashburton

Parish Priest : Fr Laurence Cortez : ashburton@cam.org.au

@st_michaels_ashburton

Principal : Meredith Bennett: mbennett@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

03 9885 3105

Parents & Friends Auxiliary: pfa@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

www.smashburton.catholic.edu.au

Term Dates 2021
TERM 1 2021
Monday 31st February - Thursday 1st April

TERM 2 2021
Monday 19th April - Friday 25th June

TERM 3 2021
Monday 12th July - Friday 17th September

TERM 4 2021
Monday 4th October - Friday 17th December
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NEWS
Dear Parents and Caregivers,
First Reconciliation
This week, our Year Three and Four students with children from our wider parish community have received the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first
time. These celebrations of our children’s ongoing faith journey are a sign of their growth and maturity. Thank you to Anita Dell’Orso for her preparation of
our celebrations, to Jerene Dominic for her preparation of our children from our wider parish community and to our Year Three/Four teachers for their
preparation of our school children. Thank you also to our staff for their attendance at our celebrations and their ongoing commitment to our students’ faith
formation. Finally, thank you to Father Laurence, Father Kevin, Father Justel and Father Martin for celebrating the sacrament with us.
Welcome Drinks
Our new family Welcome Drinks were finally able to take place last Friday night in our school hall. I am continually amazed by how our hall is transformed
into something different for each of our functions. Thank you to our Year One parents for supplying food for our evening, for decorating the hall, serving
food and drink throughout the night and for cleaning up after the event. Thank you to our organisers Bridgid T, Jo A, Chantelle C, Claire C and our
helpers on the night, Lauren P, Joanna S, Renee H, Jasmine G, Briana K, Sonia M, Janan F, Belinda M , Bruce M and Tas T.
Student/Parent/Teacher Conversations
It was wonderful to be part of our Student/Parent/Teacher Conversations last Wednesday evening. Each of our students shared their learning goals with
their parents and the different ways that they are able to achieve these. Thank you to all of our teachers for their preparation of these goals and ensuring
that each student was able to identify his/her next learning step.
Rachael Lampe and Elle Smart were unable to hold their conversations during this evening, as they were unwell. These conversations have been
rescheduled to Wednesday 31st March from 12.30pm. Parents and caregivers of students in these classes have been emailed further information in
relation to the rescheduling of these conversations.
Caritas Fridays
Thank you to all of our families who shared their Family Lenten Promise with us last Friday. These promises are now displayed on a poster prepared by
our Prep level in our Learning Centre. This Friday our Year Three/Four level will support us to celebrate our Caritas Friday by writing their family name
and a message of hope on a strip of paper and then creating a class paper chain. Our Fundraising Leaders Chloe B and Lilla O will collect the money
raised from this day and update our fundraising total on our Mini Vinnies noticeboard.
Enhancement Session
Thank you to our parents who joined us for our first Enhancement Session for the year. Our school looked amazing after this session, ready for our Open
Days. All families are reminded that they can register for one of our Enhancement Sessions through Operoo. Our $200 Enhancement Levy will be
rebated to all fee statements if parents/caregivers attend two Enhancement Sessions throughout the year.
Enrolments Link
We are now accepting enrolments now for Prep 2022. Sibling applications are encouraged to be emailed or dropped into our office. Offers for Prep 2022
will be sent to all families on Monday 31st May. Our enrolment form can be accessed through the following link: St Michael's Enrolment Form
Holy Week Prayer Services
Next week, we will celebrate Holy Week with our students. Each level is preparing a prayer space for each of the significant days that our classes will visit
and reflect at throughout the week.
I wish everyone a safe and holy Easter and a wonderful holiday break. I look forward to an amazing Term Two when we return to school on Monday 19th
April.

Baby News
Congratulations to Emma and her husband Mik who are very excited to share that they are expecting a baby together in September. Emma will continue
working during Term Two and part of Term Three. I know that everyone will join me in congratulating Emma and Mik.

Meredith Bennett
Principal
mbennett@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
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Dear Parents and Caregivers,
Caritas Fridaysaritas Fridays
Last week our Preps students led our Caritas Friday fundraiser raising $130.30 . It was great to have families involved showing how, as a family, we
can all continue to ‘Be More’ during Lent. A big thank you to everyone who contributed a gold coin donation for such an important cause.

This Friday our Year Three/Four students will be leading our next fundraiser, ‘Together We are Strong’. Students are invited to bring a gold coin to
participate in making a paper chain and putting their family name on the strip of paper. The family paper chain will be all joined together to represent
that ‘Together Ee are One.’ We look forward to participating in this special event for such a great cause.

Reconciliation
Congratulations to our Year Three and Year Four students who received the Sacrament
of Reconciliation on Tuesday and Wednesday evening. It was great to witness and
participate in a very special time in our students' faith journey. It was lovely to hear
students’ thoughts about their special experience.

Cooper - 'I felt like I achieved something in my life.'
Heath - 'I felt like a new person getting my secrets off my chest.'
Sophie - 'I like how the priest didn't laugh at me, he just listened and smiled.'
Darragh - 'I felt like the secrets in my heart had gone to someone I trusted.'
Joel - 'I felt like I didn't have to worry about things anymore because the priest forgave me.'
Zac - ‘Making my Reconciliation felt like drinking a warm spiritual hot chocolate.”
Clare- “I am relieved that I made my Reconciliation.’
Erin - “I felt really proud and happy, and I felt nervous but I was happy that I did it.”

We look forward to our final Reconciliation service this evening and send our congratulations and blessings to our Year Three/Four students.
Holy Week
Next week our students will be participating in Holy Week prayer service with
their class. Below is a sneak peak of the Palm Sunday prayer space that the
Preps have organised. Please look out for updates of these special services
on Instagram.

Thank you and Happy Easter
I’d like to take this time to thank the teachers and students for the hard work and dedication this term. Also, thank you to all parents and caregivers
for your partnership to support us with your son and/or daughter’s learning so far this year. I hope everyone enjoys a blessed Easter and relaxing
break and we look forward to seeing you all in Term Two.
Anita Dell'Orso
Deputy Principal, Religious Education Leader, Teaching & Learning Leader
adellorso@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
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News

Students are being allowed to borrow extra books for the school holidays. We have discussed in our library sessions how we can
protect our books by always using our library bag, storing the books in a safe place when not in use and protecting them if we take
them away.
Overdue notifications will be generated at the end of Term and sent home. If you can’t locate the items please let me know so I can
generate an invoice for the replacement cost of the book.
Clare Bilton-Roos
One/Two & Library Teacher
cbiltonroos@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

Art and Tinkering Club
Dear parents and caregivers,
In order to do tinkering in our Art & TInkering club
we need donations - recycling of cartons, boxes,
fabric, plastic bottle lids, bits and pieces; and
anything you can use to create and unleash our inner
creativity.
PLEASE DROP OFF ALL SUPPLIES IN FRONT OF THE
ART ROOM. NO EGG CARTONS OR PEANUT
PRODUCTS.
ART LEADERS - KIARA.E & LIAM.K

Marina Russo
mrusso@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
Literacy Leader

STUDENT AWARDS

Prep D
Max P- SMASH: For displaying the School Expectation of Acting Responsibly by listening to Miss Imbriano’s instructions. Keep up the great work.
Charli S: For always showing full body listening when sitting on the floor. Keep up the great work!
Elise D: For sharing your lovely prayers each morning. It’s great to hear your reflections.
Prep E
Zoe A: For her focus during independent learning. Zoe, you always ensure you are on task and completing your activity with precision. It is wonderful to hear you asking clarifying questions
to ensure you complete your learning to the best of your ability! Keep up the fantastic work.
Xavier Pi: For his efforts in writing! Xavier I can see how you are really thinking about your letter-sound relationships before recording your letters on the page. I like the way you are
‘breaking up’ the sounds to help you spell words. Keep up the brilliant learning!
Elyssa B: SMASH For demonstrating the expectation of ‘Help Others’
Elyssa you are so supportive of your classmates. You are always lending a helping hand to those around you. Thank you for being such a wonderful member of Prep E. It is much
appreciated!
One/Two B
Eloise H: For using a growth mindset during our Maths Place Value unit and applying your knowledge when partitioning a 2-digit number. Keep up the hard work!
Oliver G: For working so hard during our ‘Free Write’ session to create an engaging and creative narrative. It was wonderful to see you so passionate about your learning. Keep up the
wonderful writing!
Saisha S -SMASH Award for ‘Act Responsibly’ by consistently following the classroom expectations . You come into the classroom ready to learn each learning block and are a fantastic role
model for your peers. Keep up the great work!
One/Two DC
Dominic J: Working hard to create your Dinosaur book and being willing to share your knowledge to inspire your classmates.
Quinn W: Having a go with your writing and working hard to stretch out sounds in words.
Annabelle S: SMASH - Make a Difference By working collaboratively with your reading group to meet team goals.
One/Two L
Joshua D: SMASH award for Helping Others by working well to complete small group activities. You are such a great support to your peers and encourage everyone to have a go. Thank you
Josh for being such a great member of One/Two L.
Julien B: For working hard during the reading block to complete your learning tasks. Keep up the fantastic work Julien.
Roberta C: For always putting your best effort into learning tasks. Keep up the great work.
One/Two R
Tomoki S: For working on your independent tasks during literacy time with enthusiasm.
Gabriella K: For working hard when reflecting on your Term One Learning. Thank you for your honesty.
Alex B: SMASH award for Make a Difference by working as a team
Chloe D: Show Respect by listening to peers and teachers
Three /Four A
Lara D: For showing a growth mindset and always trying her best in class.
Zane F: For working hard during learning time and staying focused on your work.
Ruby K: SMASH for Showing Respect in class, always listening and following instructions.
Three/Four E
Eve S: For remaining positive when approaching challenging learning
Max R: Applying new learning to your writing including, using paragraphs and emotive language.
Sebastian F: SMASH for Acting Responsibly by lining up outside our classrooms when the bell goes at the end of break.
Three/Four M
Griffin M: For displaying the school expectation of Act Responsibly by being a leader in Three/FourM. Griff, you are consistently displaying the appropriate behaviours to be a successful
learner and member of our classroom. I greatly appreciate the way you are always ready to step up and support your peers
Kartia P: For a super start to 2021 in Three/fourM. Kartia, your quiet yet enthusiastic approach to all of your learning has been a real stand out and your teacher and peers value
everything you contribute to our class
Daniel O'B: For The way you have applied yourself to your learning tasks over the past few weeks. You have been contributing to class discussions, ignoring distractions and working to the
best of your ability. I am so proud of all your efforts!
Three/Four JA
Holly G: For demonstrating your understanding of data representation by using bar graphs and column graphs. It was fantastic to see you include all of the features that we had learned
about.
Jasmine P: For working independently to write incredible show don’t tell sentences. You were able to choose words purposefully to paint a very clear picture in your readers mind - keep
up the excellent work!
Clare W: For demonstrating the School Expectation of Act Responsibly by always following instructions straight away. Clare you are an incredible role model to all of your peers in
Three/FourJA who is already ready to listen and learn.
Five/Six C
Caitlin H: For your fabulous work in completing the Farm Design task. You showed consideration to where you place the various components and used a scale to ensure your farm was in
proportion.
Holly B: For being an insightful student in our class. Thank you for always showing much willingness to contribute to whole class discussions. We will miss your smiling face and your bubbly
personality in the classroom.
Tom M: Help Others - By ensuring that the junior students felt comfortable and supported during our wellbeing session. You were a great role model to the One/Two students.
Chiara S: Showing great sportswomanship during Interschool Sports. Thank you for representing St Michael’s in such a positive light
Five/Six R:
Tayla M: Always putting her head down and getting things done.
Noah B: Working hard at his writing (5 senses)
Dionne N: SMASH Award - Being helpful when not asked
Five/Six E
Finn O’C: For displaying the school expectation of Make a Difference by being a supportive and inclusive classmate to all
Marina
Nathan
D’S: Russo
For your descriptive and mysterious opening to your narrative text. It’s fantastic to see you “shown” rather than “told” and that you have created a feeling of suspense.
Charlotte
K: For the fantastic farm design you created in our area lesson. Well done on making realistic sizes for your animal paddocks and for ensuring your design was neat and
mrusso@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
accurately
measured
Literacy
Leader
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PFA News

Have your Say: Complete the PFA Survey; https://tinyurl.com/pfa2021survey Take a moment to tell us what Social and Fundraising events you’d like
to see at St Michaels this year. All respondents receive a free ticket in this year’s Easter Egg raffle!
Mother’s Day Stall: Do you love gifts and gift giving? Why not volunteer to run the Mother’s Day Stall this year. Plenty of guidance (and extra gifts
already available). For more info, ask one of the PFA team, or email pfa@smashburton.catholic.edu.au. May is not far away!
Could you be Treasurer? Are you able to tag-team with Treasurer duties on the PFA this year? Learn now under the helpful guidance of Belinda
Moore, our outgoing treasurer. Please contact pfa@smashburton.catholic.edu.au.
Trivia Time! Save the Date for our first big 2021 event: Trivia Night on Friday 14th May.

St Michael's
Annual Easter Egg
Raffle!
Last week raffle tickets were sent home with the
eldest child. Entry is $2 per ticket ( $20 for the booklet)
for your chance to win one of five beautiful fair trade
Easter Egg hampers, with 1st prize including a Dunlop
tennis racket and balls.
Please return all ticket stubs for entry and money to
the school by 9.30am on Wednesday 31st March. the
raffle will be drawn on Wednesday 31st March in the
afternooon.
To be eligible to win please check that each ticket sold
has the following printed:
Your family name,
Child's Name and Class
Phone Number (especially if its being sold to
grandparents/neighbour).
Please ensure all money is returned with the ticket
stubs.
If you require additional tickets please ask at the
office.
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Marina Russo
mrusso@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
Literacy Leader
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The Australian Maths Competition
The Australian Maths Competition is back again! This competition aims to motivate
children to become excited about Maths and keep them engaged so they become better
problem solvers in school and creative solution finders in life. The competition, held on
Friday August 6th, is offered to students in Years Three to Six and costs $6.50 per
child. Please send your money to the office, via the office basket, in a labelled envelope.
Please also email me (jwalton@smashburton.catholic.edu.au) with your child's name and
grade.

Josie Walton
Maths Leader
jwalton@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

Marina Russo
mrusso@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
Literacy Leader
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News

WINTER JACKETS – PRE ORDERS NOW OPEN
Winter jackets are now available for pre-order via the online uniform shop. As these are a pre-order item no returns or exchanges are available therefore the
uniform shop will be open for try-ons only (no sales at these times) on the following dates:
Friday 26th March 3:15 – 3:40pm
Orders for the winter jackets will close on Tuesday 30th March so please place your order online. Remember this is an optional uniform item! Delivery of the
jackets will take place in Term 2.
ONLINE SHOP
All uniform items are available to purchase via our online shop at https://stmichaelsashburton.shopdesq.com/
Exchanges: please return via the office basket in your child’s class. Please ensure that you include your name and child’s class so that we can send the
return home. Regrettably we can only exchange items that are unworn and still have their tags attached.
Any questions or comments – contact – uniformshop@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
Thanks
Shelly D, Helen M and Cheryl T
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