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Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge.
I say to the Lord, ‘You are my Lord;
I have no good apart from you.’
The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup;
you hold my lot.
Connect with St Michael's
@StMashburton

Parish Priest : Fr Laurence Cortez : ashburton@cam.org.au

@st_michaels_ashburton

Principal : Meredith Bennett: mbennett@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

03 9885 3105

Parents & Friends Auxiliary: pfa@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

www.smashburton.catholic.edu.au

Term Dates 2021
TERM 1 2021
Monday 31st February - Thursday 1st April

TERM 2 2021
Monday 19th April - Friday 25th June

TERM 3 2021
Monday 12th July - Friday 17th September

TERM 4 2021
Monday 4th October - Friday 17th December

Diary Dates 2021
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Dear Parents and Caregivers,
Mother’s Day
It was wonderful to be able to see our students picking out that something special for their mums, grandmas and special women in their lives at our
Mother’s Day Stall this morning. Thank you to Jacinta G and Linda S for their organisation of our stall and to all of the parents who supported it by
wrapping each of our gifts. Also thank you to Belinda M, Rochelle D, Janan F, Lourice S, Jacinta G, Sonia M, Kim T and Linda S for assisting our
students with their purchases.
I am looking forward to sharing our Devonshire Morning Tea with our mums and special women in our lives tomorrow morning from 10am. Our students
and teachers have been busy baking scones throughout the week and the smell throughout our school has been amazing. Tomorrow morning, please
access our hall through our entrance closest to High Street. Our Year Six students will meet you and then direct you to a seat. I know that this will be a
wonderful morning with special women.

Art, Music and Storytime
Yesterday, Anita and I had the privilege of welcoming prospective students to St Michael’s at the first of our Art, Music and Storytime mornings. This is
such a special opportunity to welcome families to our school and to share our love of learning with them. Yesterday we read the story of “The Very
Hungry Caterpillar” and created our own caterpillars with a sequence of the story. We also had time for a song and dance, and I became aware that the
songs I had chosen were not necessarily the songs that 5 year olds in 2021 enjoy. I have taken a list of requests for our second session next
Wednesday.
If you are a current family and have a child who will be joining us in Prep in 2022, please collect an enrolment form from our office and return it as soon
as possible. I will be commencing our meetings with all families from Monday 17th May.
Visit to Avila and Salesian
Our Year Five students have been invited to attend Avila and Salesian on Wednesday 19th May to experience secondary school life. Avila and Salesian
are organising buses for our students to travel to and from the schools on the day. Further information will be shared with me in the next week and all
Year Five parents will then receive an Operoo permission form in relation to this excursion.
Cross Country
On Monday, we will be holding our school cross country at Warner Reserve. At the moment, the weather forecast for Monday is not great, however I am
hopeful that this will change. If the weather is inclement, we will postpone our event. All Year Three to Six parents have received an Operoo permission
for this event. Please ensure that this permission is completed prior to Monday. Parents who have identified that they are able to assist will be contacted
by me tomorrow. A representative squad from our cross country will then move onto the GIDDSSA Cross Country on Tuesday 18th May.
NAPLAN
Next Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday our Year Three and Five students will complete their NAPLAN assessments. These assessments focus on
Language Conventions and Spelling, Writing, Reading and Numeracy. As a school, we have organised our days to ensure that all of our students are
able to complete these assessments to their full potential. We also try to not worry our students about these days, as these assessments give us a picture
of their learning on one specific day. As a school, we have a range of additional assessments that allow us to identify exactly where each of our students
are performing. All parents of Year Three and Six students have received an information pamphlet outlining NAPLAN and what it assesses. If you have
any questions in relation to NAPLAN, please feel free to contact Anita or I.
Trivia Night
Our trivia night is fast approaching. It will be a great night for all of our superheroes and villains to come together and support our school. If you would like
to join us, please use the Ticketeboo link that is available in our Operoo alert.
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Enhancement Session
Thank you to all of our parents and Anita Dell’Orso for all of their work at our Enhancement Session last Saturday morning. It is wonderful to walk into our
school on a Monday morning and see it so neat and well presented. Please remember to register for additional Enhancement Sessions through Operoo.

Parking
As I have mentioned in previous newsletters, the parking in Morotai Street is a real challenge and is also creating an unsafe environment for our
students as they arrive and leave our school. Our neighbours have also expressed concern in relation to parents and caregivers parking over driveways.
On Tuesday a council representative observed our pick up routine and the traffic. As a result of this observation, parking officers from the council will be
visiting our school throughout the next few weeks. They will be speaking to drivers if they are parking inappropriately and this conversation may also
result in a fine. Please ensure that you are parking appropriately and ensuring that all of our students remain safe whilst respecting our neighbours.
I wish all of our mums, grandmas and special women a Happy Mother’s Day for Sunday. I hope you are all able to celebrate with your families.

Meredith Bennett
Principal
mbennett@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
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Dear Parents and Caregivers,

Sacrament of Eucharist
Information regarding First Eucharist will be sent out to parents with children in Year Four and Five today. Please
ensure that you make bookings for all special evenings and Masses outlined in the information sheet. If your child is
not receiving his/her First Eucharist, please know that we strongly encourage him/her to still attend these special
evening faith celebrations. Please don't hesitate to contact the school if you have any questions regarding First
Eucharist preparations.

Celebrating 200 Years of Catholic Education in Australia
To celebrate 200 years of Catholic Education in Australia, all Catholic schools in Melbourne have been invited to
attend a special Mass at St Patrick's Cathedral on Monday 24th May. Meredith and I will be attending with the
School Leaders and Social Justice Leaders. We look forward to sharing this very special occasion with our school
community upon our return.

Earth Day Fundraiser
Thank you to all students for taking part in our school fundraiser last Friday. Our students raised $308 for air purifying
plants. Each class will have a plant delivered to rooms next week.

Anita Dell'Orso
Deputy Principal, Religious Education Leader, Teaching & Learning Leader
adellorso@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

Library News
In our Year One and Two Library sessions we are reading a different Picture Story
Book each week.
These books have been selected by the students as some of their favourites.
We have read books such as the Pig the Pug series, Piranhas Don’t Eat Bananas,
Don’t open this book series, Don’t let the pigeon drive the bus series, Stinkbug and
Rodney Loses it.
Once we have read our book we are identifying how the books are arranged and how
to find particular items of interests on the shelves.
Clare Bilton-Roos
One/Two & Library Teacher
cbiltonroos@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
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Uniform News

Uniform Shop Opening Days Term 2
Monday 7th June 8.30am-9.00am
ONLINE SHOP
All uniform items are available to purchase via our online shop at https://stmichaelsashburton.shopdesq.com/
Exchanges: please return via the office basket in your child’s class. Please ensure that you include your name and child’s class so
that we can send the return home. Regrettably we can only exchange items that are unworn and still have their tags attached.
Any questions or comments – contact – uniformshop@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
Thanks
Shelly D, Helen M and Cheryl T

Lost Property

Do any of these items belong to you????

There are a number of items and other school uniform items including an unnamed new winter jacket
size 8/10 in the lost Property . Please regularly check the lost property cupboard if you have lost an item.
Please ensure all school uniform items are named.
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Prep D
Edward B: For being ‘Bouncer the Bunny’ Edward you showed qualities of being a great learner during your literacy tasks. You used your own strategy of ‘candle breaths’ to bounce back
and complete your task.
Ava G: For being a ‘Collaborative Camel’ by working with others to complete a learning task. Thank you for being a role model.
Jordan C: SMASH - Act Responsibly by following the teacher's instructions. Jordy you’re constantly improving in showing me ‘whole body listening.’ Well done, keep up the great work.
Prep E
Jude H: SMASH - For displaying the School Expectation of ‘Show Respect’ by meditating with such reverence. Jude you show such respect during our meditation time. You sit still and
silently whilst focusing on your word or your breath. Jude you are a role model for your peers in Prep E. Thank you!
Noah C: For being a supportive member of Prep E! Noah you are always a ‘Collaborative Camel’ at school. You work with your peers in a cooperative manner, taking into account their ideas
and thinking, as well as confidently sharing your own. Keep up the fantastic learning!
Freddie S: For his application to writing tasks during Literacy. Freddie you are developing the skills of a ‘great learner’. I am so impressed with the way you are thinking of an idea, saying
your sentence out loud and identifying the letter/sound relationships to write down your words! Keep up the FANTASTIC learning.
One/Two B
Aiden S: SMASH- For displaying the School Expectation of ‘Show Respect’ during meditation time. You demonstrate reverence by sitting silently with your eyes closed and focusing on your
breath. You are setting a wonderful example for the rest of the class. Keep it up!
Eve P: For your hard work during our subtraction Maths unit. You have been developing and demonstrating your understanding of the different strategies. As well as always being open to
extending your thinking with the challenge tasks. Keep up the fantastic learning!
Srinya N: For your fantastic use of emotive language and rhetorical questions in your persuasive writing! Keep up the awesome work.
One/Two DC
Evelyn P: Your fantastic focus during learning time and the wonderful effort you have put into your writing.
Maya D: Show Respect by moving from our class line into the classroom silently. Well done Maya for showing respect for others and being a responsible role model.
Luke H: Well done for being a wonderful Mathematician by finding patterns when problem solving open ended questions.
One/Two L
Brayden F: For your willingness to share your thinking during whole class and small group discussions. Thank you for being such an active contributor in our classroom.
Gabriel G: SMASH Award for Showing Respect by being a role model during whole school meditation. Thank you for always sitting so peacefully and still.
Anna R: For showing the skills of a Teamwork Tiger when working in groups in the classroom. Thank you for sharing your insightful thinking during small group discussions. Keep doing
what you are doing.
One/Two R
Jay F: For being a role model within our One/Two R classroom. You show how to enact our SMASH expectations during our day together. Keep up the fabulous work.
Will R: For writing a wonderful persuasive piece to convince people to stop littering and be a superhero for our animals.
Isobelle G: For working hard during our focus group and sharing all your understandings about airplanes! You wrote a wonderful sentence and drew a great picture to match!
Three /Four A
Matthew H: For your positive attitude and “I can do it” mindset you have been displaying in class during learning time. Your understanding of a growth mindset has really shown through
your positive outlook on learning tasks. Keep up the great effort Matthew!
Darcy B: For your participation during class time in Three/Four A, always willing to contribute to classroom discussions and for listening attentively to the responses of your peers. Well
done Darcy, keep it up!
Amelia H: SMASH -For displaying the school expectation of Helping Others by always being ready and willing to assist fellow classmates. It is great to see that you offer constructive
suggestions to your peers to enhance their work. Your supportive attitude is greatly appreciated in Three/Four A, keep it up!
Three/Four E
Kristin H: For producing high quality work with effort for each task you complete.
Seb W: For answering questions and joining whole class discussions independently.
Matthew N: SMASH - For displaying the school expectation of Help Others by supporting friends in need and ensuring that his classmates are included and have people to play with at
break.
Three/Four M
Ava S: For displaying the school expectation of Help Others by supporting her peers in times of need. Ava you are very quick to see when someone is in need of extra help both outside
and in the classroom setting. Thank you for showing such initiative in this area.
Emily B: For the amazing effort you have been putting in while writing your sizzling starts and show don’t tell sentences. I love how you immediately try to engage your reader with your
diverse and descriptive story introductions.
Maddi H: For the outstanding effort you are making to contribute your thoughts to class discussions. I love how you are always willing to give everything a go and your efforts are valued by
your peers and teacher.
Three/Four JA
Hannah M: For making connections between our Catholic Social Teaching principles and examples you see in your own life. You were such a deep thinker during that lesson which was
amazing to see.
William P: For your incredible vocabulary and descriptions in your writing. I was so impressed by the efforts you went to to engage the reader. Keep it up!
Olivia B: For displaying the school expectation of Act Responsibly by following teachers’ instructions. Thank you for setting such a positive example for your peers as we come back for
Term Two!
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Five/Six C
Liam K: SMASH-Make a Difference By contributing to class discussions throughout the day. Liam, your insightful responses and thought provoking questions during our reading sessions
provide our class with wonderings that provoke rich discussions and enhance the overall learning experience of the class. Keep up the wonderful work!
Tom J: For sharing your understanding of your Inquiry question in an engaging and meaningful way. Your connection to the concept and your ideas were well thought out. It was evident
that you put a lot of time and effort into your presentation to make it more engaging for your audience. Well done Tom!
Max G: For the creativity and effort that you put into the stop motion you developed for your Inquiry project. Your message was clear and the presentation showed immense commitment
to your own learning. It is wonderful to see you express your artistry in such a creative and engaging way.
Five/Six R
Milla B, Thomas L and Annabel W: SMASH -For displaying the School Expectations of Help Others, Show Respect and Act Responsibly by demonstrating great teamwork while working
with your team on your Inquiry presentation. Your pop-up book on pollution was creative and well executed. Your commitment to working together with your peers to create the best result
possible is a great demonstration of how we can use our SMASH expectations to take action in our learning. Well done!

Five/Six E
Lewie L: SMASH For displaying the school expectation of ‘Make a Difference’ by supporting your teammates who were newer to AFL in your Interschool Sport game.
Evelyn F: For using clever persuasive techniques in your writing, and taking into consideration your audience when trying to convince the reader that school should only go for
four days.
Bradley M: For seeking out opportunities to extend and challenge yourself in maths tasks and for articulating your thinking with the class during whole class discussion.
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PFA News
Trivia Night : Last Minute News!!!

Nearly Full House!
Bookings close for Trivia Night this Friday 7 May. We're looking at a full house so it should be a great night! If you haven't already done so, place your
booking!
https://www.ticketebo.com.au/st-michaels-parish-school-ashburton/superheroes-vs-villains-trivia-night-2021.html

On the night: Bring Gold coins!
To join in the fundraising game fun on trivia night you’ll need gold coins. Dig out your $1 and $2. Visit the bank, ask at the supermarket or petrol station,
raid the piggy bank!! We know there’s less cash these days but you’ll need your coins to join the fun. ...Very limited supply available at the event on the
night, so come prepared.... $$$$$$
Live Auction on Trivia Night
At the Trivia night, we will be auctioning two fabulous prizes kindly donated by our school community….. Both Auction items are fabulous for revitalizing
oneself: An ageLOC® Boost Beauty Device and a 7th Avenue Fitness Luxe Training Package. Bids can be placed NOW before the event at the Mother's
Day Morning tea, by dropping into the School office or get ready to bid "live" on the night!
Look out for an Operoo with full auction item details. Many thanks to the Toro-Aguilar and Zotos Families for their generous donations.
You can help! Volunteers
To make our events possible, we need the handy help of our fabulous families. Please advise on our volunteer form how you can help us set up/ clean up or
assist on Trivia night. https://tinyurl.com/volunteersTN2021
Many thanks!
Mother's Day
We hope you enjoy the Mother's Day Morning Tea and Mother's Day Stall this week! Huge thanks to all who have assisted.
Any queries? Contact pfa@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
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Catholic Education Guide.
To assist your decision making in relation to your child's education for
2022 and beyond, please find below a link to the 136 page March 2021
edition of the Catholic Education Guide.

CLICK HERE:
https://victoriaschoolguides.starcommunity.com.au/catholic-education/
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