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MAY WE BE INSPIRED BY THE WORDS OF GREAT SAINTS.
MAY WE BE INSPIRED BY THE ACTIONS OF GREAT SAINTS.
MAY WE ASPIRE TO BE MODERN DAY SAINTS.
AMEN

Connect with St Michael's
03 9885 3105

@st_michaels_ashburton
www.smashburton.catholic.edu.au

Parish Priest : Fr Laurence Cortez : ashburton@cam.org.au

Principal : Meredith Bennett: mbennett@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
Parents & Friends Auxiliary: pfa@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

Term Dates 2021
TERM 1 2021
Monday 31st February - Thursday 1st April

TERM 2 2021
Monday 19th April - Friday 25th June

TERM 3 2021
Monday 12th July - Friday 17th September

TERM 4 2021
Monday 4th October - Tueday 14h December

Diary Dates 2021
NOVEMBER
Friday 5
Tuesday 9
Wednesday 10
Thursday 11
Friday 12
Friday 19
Monday 22
Tuesday 23
Tuesday 23
Wednesday 24
Thursday 25
Tuesday 30
DECEMBER
Friday 3
Saturday 4
Tuesday 8
Tuesday 14
Tuesday 14
Tuesday 14

EVENT
Classroom Cuisine starts today
Prep 2022 Transition
Prep 2022 Transition
Prep 2022 Transition
Prep 2022 Transition
Whole School Closure DayPlanning Day for 2022
First Eucharist
Prep Transition 2022
First Eucharist
First Eucharist
First Eucharist
Prep Transistion 2022
EVENT
Comfirmation
Comfirmation
Prep Tranisiton 2022
End of Year Mass
Last Day of Term Four
Year Six Graduation Dinner

TIME
9.00am
9.30am-10.15am
9.30am-10.15am
9.30am-10.15am
9.30am-10.15am

WHERE

5.00pm-6.00pm
9.30am -10.15am
5.00pm-6.00pm
5.00pm-6.00pm
5.00pm-6.00pm
9.30am-10.15am
TIME
6.00pm-7.00pm
2.00pm-3.00pm
9.30am-10.15am
TBA
3.30pm
TBA

Church
TBA
Church
Church
Church
TBA
WHERE
Church
Church
Church
TBA
School
The Hub

Supper Rm
Supper Rm
Supper Rm
Supper Rm
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PRINCIPAL'S
NEWS
It is so wonderful to have all of our students back onsite learning with us. Our school never feels the same without our students’ laughter,
energy and enthusiasm for learning. As parents you should be so proud of the way that each of your children have returned to school, their
independence and resilience is a real credit to everyone. As a staff, we will certainly be continuing to focus on our students’ learning, with a
special focus on their wellbeing. If you have any concerns in relation to your child’s social/emotional wellbeing, please contact your child’s
classroom teacher.
Incursions
It has been wonderful to see our students interact online with a range of different incursions in recent weeks. Our Year Five/Six students have
learnt how to make bread and our Prep and Year One/Two students completed a range of Science experiments. It is wonderful to see how our
students’ learning continues to adapt to an online nature. These incursions have complimented our students’ learning in Science that has been
a focus across this term.
Prep Transition
It was lovely to be able to welcome the parents of our 2022 Preps to St Michael’s last week via Whereby. Thank you to Deanna Imbriano,
Erica Cremer, Charlotte Allan and Anita Dell’Orso for organising and presenting our evening to our parents. Thank you also to Shelly D for
sharing information about our uniform with our parents and being able to answer questions in relation to uniform combinations and quantities
required.
We are excited to be able to have our new Preps join us for onsite transitions in the coming weeks. All Prep 2022 parents will receive
information through Operoo in relation to dates and times and booking a session. Our first sessions will be in small groups and then we will
welcome all of our Preps onsite together later in the month. Our Year Five students will also be able to meet their buddies for next year in early
December.
Prep to Year Two Swimming
We are currently in contact with Ashburton Pool in relation to our Prep to Year Two students being able to have swimming lessons towards the
end of this term. We are ensuring that we are meeting all COVID safe requirements and following all protocols. I will keep all families updated
in relation to our arrangements as the amount of lessons and the dates may change. If you have any concerns in relation to your child
participating in swimming lessons, please contact me directly.
MACSSIS Surveys
Thank you to all of our parents and caregivers who completed our MACSSIS surveys. Your participation and feedback is greatly appreciated
and will assist with the future planning for our wonderful school.
Staff News
It is with both happiness and sadness that I announce that Liz Pickles, Brooke Mullins and Maddi Durrant will be continuing their careers at
new schools in 2022. Liz is moving to St Margaret’s in Maribyrnong, Brooke is moving to Dorset Primary and Maddi is moving to St Bridget’s in
Greythorn. I wish them all the best for their future careers and thank them for everything they have brought to our amazing school. We will
farewell Liz, Brooke and Maddi as a school community at the end of the year.
At Prayer from one of our students
Dear God,
Thank you for helping us get back to schoolas soon as possible. Help everyone to stay positive and happy during tis last term of the year. I
how that all Victorian students will not have to return to online school learning so we can stay together.
Amen

Meredith Bennett
Principal
mbennett@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
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DEPUTY
PRINCIPAL'S
NEWS
First Eucharist and Confirmation Update
We are very excited to announce that we have confirmed new dates for the First Eucharist and Confirmation Masses this year. There will be five First
Eucharist Masses from 5pm to 6pm on Monday 22nd, Tuesday 23rd, Wednesday 24th, Thursday 25th and Monday 29th November. There will be two
Confirmation mass from 6pm to 7pm on Friday 3rd and Saturday 4th December. It’s wonderful news to hear that Fr Laurence has been given permission
to administer the sacrament. In order to comply with the COVID restrictions, there are limited bookings and attendance for each Mass. Information has
been shared with families involved.
Parent Webinar - ‘Talking about Sacraments with our Children’
Thank you to all parents who attended the session last week with Malcolm. It was great to listen to Malcolm sharing insightful and informative information
about sacraments and ways we can continue to engage our children in conversations to develop along their faith journey.
Online Science Incursions
Last week students across different levels had the opportunity to participate in an online Science incursion that tied in with their current Inquiry unit. It
was great to hear and see all the integrated learning happening in and across classrooms. Jeremy from Five/Six R shared his learning experience that
he gained from the stages of the bread making process.
Today I had my first breadmaking experience and it was awesome.
In class we were taught by Vesna on how to make bread. The whole Five/ Six level was able to shape and eat one bread roll. So now we know how to
make bread rolls and also know a little bit more about the effects of yeast. I’m so grateful that we got to have this wonderful experience and hope that we
will be able to have another one just like this. - Jeremy Five/SixR

Prep’s Science Incursion engaged the students in discussions and activities that explored the parts and growth stages of a plant.
Anita Dell'Orso
Deputy Principal, Religious Education Leader, Teaching & Learning Leader
adellorso@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
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Wellbeing News
PBL-Positive Behaviour for Learning
As our students have returned to onsite learning we have been introducing our Matrix of Expected Behaviour. Each week the teachers are
providing learning experiences to help the students understand an overview of each expectation. This week we are focusing on Stay Safe. The
purpose is to support the transition back to school so that the students are supported in understanding what behaviours are expected. This
will ensure we are all working together as a community to support learning for all.
This Matrix has been reviewed and worked on throughout Term Three by all staff, with consultation from our MACS Positive Behaviour for
Learning consultant Roland. Thank you to the parents who provided feedback on our SMASH expectations. Your feedback helped us to
understand what was missing from our expectations which we have now included in our Matrix.

Student Leadership
Next year our Student Leadership structure will look different. We gained feedback from our current Year five students and parents, which largely
influenced our decision to provide more opportunities for leadership in 2022.
Next year all Year Six students will be part of a Leadership Action Team. One or two assigned students will lead the team, as designated leaders, and the
students who do not have a designated leadership position will form the action team. For example, if a student decides to apply to be the Arts Leader and is
not successful, they will be part of this action team and given a badge titled ‘Arts Action Team’.
The designated Leadership roles are: Sports Leaders, Wellbeing Leaders, Arts Leaders, School Leaders, Environment and Sustainability Leaders, Social
Justice and Diversity Leaders and Media and Communications Leaders .
Each Action Team will work alongside a staff member who will support them in their actions.
Charlotte Allan
Student Wellbeing Leader
callan@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
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Library News

We have had two students who have submitted their work for publication.
Students are invited to write their own book in any style that they choose ie picture story book, comic style etc. Your work must be checked for punctuation,
grammar and spelling before submission. Once submitted your story will be copied, laminated and bound, catalogued and displayed in the library.
Key Library Dates
Week 5 - Reading Passports to be returned and stocktake commences
Week 6 - Overdue notices to be generated for unreturned items from the remote learning period
Week 7 - Last week of borrowing for Year Six and any students who are leaving
Week 8 - Last week of borrowing for Prep to Year Five
Week 9 - Overdue notices will be generated for any overdues for Year Six or leaving students
All books to be returned
Week 10 - Invoices will be issued for any books that have not been returned

Clare Bilton-Roos
One/Two Teacher and Librarian
cbilton-roos@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
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Prep D.
Natalie B: Natalie, I am very proud of your first day back at school with all the Preps.
You had a smile on your face all day. You transitioned back into the routine of school
so easily. Keep up the great work!!
Jimmy L: Jimmy, I am very proud of your first day back at school with all the Preps.
You had many stories to share and transitioned into the routine of school easily. Keep
up the great work!!
Sarah W: SMASH - Make a difference by giving your best effort when learning and
taking part in classroom discussions. Keep up the great work!!

Prep E
Noah C: For his fantastic ‘retell’ written piece in response to the text ‘Puddle Hunters’. Noah you worked hard to ensure you included the important events in the beginning, middle and end of the
story. You included key phrases and words the author used to ensure your retell was clear. Keep up the wonderful learning!
Isaac L: SMASH- For making a difference by giving his best effort to his learning. Isaac you are a fantastic role model for your peers. You have your learning materials ready and you begin your
tasks right away! Keep it up.
Jude H: For showing respect to his teachers and peers by following directions. Jude you are always attentively listening to instructions. You make sure you are fulfilling task requirements, as well
as, listening to the next steps for your learning. Thank you for being such a wonderful member of Prep E!
One/Two DC
Maya- Wonderful commitment to your reading. It has been great to see you have been reading books on the Epic website. Keep up the great work!
Sanne- Fantastic work demonstrating your understanding of fractions. You were able to represent halves, quarters and eighths.
Eleni- Make a Difference by demonstrating your excellent collaboration skills when working to problem solve. Thank you for making a difference in our class One/Two B
One/Two L
Brayden F: For displaying the School Expectation of ‘Act Responsibly’ by actively participating in conversations with thought provoking ideas during Remote Learning and onsite. Keep up all the
hard work Brayden.
Anna R: Anna, thank you for your hard work during Remote Learning. Your willingness to share your work particularly during Literacy was of great assistance. Keep up the hard work Anna.
Jenna S: Jenna, well done on accepting and using the feedback provided to you during writing. You should be incredibly proud of yourself for using different strategies to assist with your spelling.
One/Two R
Rupert B: For your sizzling start on action with Jack & the Beanstalk
Incredible work using the phrase and imagery of “nearly blew him off the clouds” Amazing!
Daniel M: Explaining your way of subtracting money to work out change in Maths Google Meet. Fantastic thinking!
Maxen M: For displaying the School Expectation of Act Responsibly by using feedback to improve your work. Great job Maxen for sharing wonderful thoughts and ideas responding to a writing
task about your life from baby to now. Thanks for listening to feedback twice and having a go at the early finisher and then adding a sentence.
One/Two B
Isaac S- SMASH: For displaying the school expectation of ‘Act Responsibly’ by following teacher's instructions, transitioning into each lesson quickly and quietly and setting a wonderful example
for your peers. Keep it up!
Aaliyah G- For all of your hard work during our reading sessions. You are able to reflect and discuss the different features of a nonfiction text, whilst also identifying key information. It has been
wonderful to hear your text to self connections about the different animals! Keep it up superstar!
Isaac H- For your wonderful efforts during our writing sessions, you are having a go at sounding out tricky words and sharing your knowledge of different animals. It has been wonderful to hear the
different facts in your informative pieces. Keep up all the hard work!
Three / Four M
Xavier W: For transitioning so well back into onsite learning. It has been great to see you working so hard and contributing to class discussions.
Emily B:Your growing confidence to share your answers during whole class discussions. You have such insightful thoughts and reflections, and we are so glad to be hearing them!
Emily T: For displaying the School Expectation of Make a Difference by always being proactive in the classroom. You continually lead by example and support the running of the classroom. I am
lucky to have such a thoughtful student.
Three/Four JA
Holly G: For the calm and positive way you have returned to onsite learning. You are a great role model.
Dylan T : For confidently contributing to class discussions and sharing your knowledge and interests with us all.
Kaitlyn R: SMASH Award for Acting Responsibly. Kaitlyn you always try to find ways of being helpful and supportive to your classmates and teachers.
Five/Six C
Liam K: For your contribution to our discussions during Remote Learning. Liam, it was wonderful to hear you using clarifying questions and offering your opinion to deepen your understanding of
the topics we have studied. Your insightful comments provide the whole class with springboards to continue discussions in a meaningful way.
Will M: For your well thought out and brilliantly delivered persuasive speech. It was wonderful to see you using persuasive techniques to emphasise your point. You ensured that your tone and
volume throughout were consistent and complemented your topic. Keep up the great work!
Maddie P : SMASH for displaying the school expectation of Act Responsibly by using your initiative during Remote Learning and your return to Onsite Schooling. Maddie, you have been a
wonderful support to your peers in Five/SixC, engaging in meaningful conversations, offering assistance to others and volunteering your time to help those in need. You have been a fantastic
asset to our class!
Five/Six R
Stevie B:For the way you were able to justify your reasons and arguments in our first line debate. You made sure you gave examples and explained how your ideas linked to our topic. Keep up
the great work!
Jeremy M: For being a level Four team member in our classroom on a daily basis. Jeremy, you are always looking for ways you can contribute and help others, whether that be by noticing
something that needs tidying, adding your ideas to group discussions, giving feedback to another classmate or by delegating tasks in small groups to ensure that everyone has a role and is
contributing. You make the people around you feel valued and successful. Keep up the great work!
Annabel W: SMASH award for Act Responsibly by taking ownership of your learning. Annabel, for the efforts you have put into your learning activities on Google Classroom whilst you have also
been contributing so heavily to our School Production in your role as Jane. Keep up the amazing work!
Five/Six E
Bradley M:For displaying the School Expectation of 'Make a Difference' by consistently providing insightful and thought provoking contributions to class discussions and group activities. You
respectfully challenge others’ ideas and confidently assert your own. Your contributions are a very valued feature of our lessons.
Eva D: For the effective and powerful speech you wrote on the topical issue of tree felling in parklands, You drew on sophisticated persuasive techniques and efficiently conducted research to
justify your key points. It was excellent to see you speak with confidence about a topic you are passionate about.
Ally P: For using problem solving skills and determination when solving the various algorithmic problems. I loved the way you continued to work through the various stages, trialling different
options until you came to your solution.
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Library News
Our library doors are open and we are looking forward to welcoming you back into our buildings for browsing and borrowing. Our online programs for families
will continue throughout the rest of the year. Groups are welcome to join or if you would like a tailored session for your class, please let us know.
Registration links are below to receive the Webex details.
Family Storytime
Tuesdays 11am
https://www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/events/family-storytime-live-online-13
Bedtime Storytime
Wednesdays 6.30pm
https://www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/events/bedtime-storytime-live-online-0
Celebrate Diwali with stories and songs at Bedtime Storytime
Wednesday 3 November, 6.30pm
https://www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/events/bedtime-storytime-live-online-0
Speechie Library Talk with Speech Pathology Australia
Tuesday 9 November, 7.30pm
https://www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/events/speechie-library-talk-0
Make It After School Club - wonton soup
Thursday 11 November, 4.30pm
https://www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/events/make-it-after-school-club-live-online-1

