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may we lead with the light of love.

Amen
Connect with St Michael's
03 9885 3105

@st_michaels_ashburton
www.smashburton.catholic.edu.au

Parish Priest : Fr Laurence Cortez : ashburton@cam.org.au

Principal : Meredith Bennett: mbennett@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
Parents & Friends Auxiliary: pfa@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

Term Dates 2021
TERM 1 2021
Monday 31st February - Thursday 1st April

TERM 2 2021
Monday 19th April - Friday 25th June

TERM 3 2021
Monday 12th July - Friday 17th September

TERM 4 2021
Monday 4th October - Tueday 14h December

Diary Dates 2021
NOVEMBER
Friday 19
Monday 22
Monday 22
Tuesday 23
Tuesday 23
Wednesday 24
Wednesday 24
Thursday 25
Thursday 25
Friday 26
Tuesday 30
DECEMBER
Friday 3
Saturday 4
Tuesday 8
Tuesday 14
Tuesday 14
Tuesday 14
JANUARY
FRIDAY 28
MONDAY 30

EVENT
Whole School Closure DayPlanning Day for 2022
Prep - Year Two Swimming
First Eucharist
Prep- Year Two Swimming
Prep Transition 2022
Prep - Year Two Swimming
First Eucharist
Prep - Year Two Swimming
First Eucharist
Prep- Year Two Swimming
Prep Transistion 2022
EVENT
Comfirmation
Comfirmation
Prep Tranisiton 2022
End of Year Mass
Last Day of Term Four
Year Six Graduation Dinner
EVENT
SCHOOL TESTING DAY
SCHOOL TESTING DAY

TIME

WHERE

9.00am - 3.30pm
5.00pm-6.00pm
9.00am-3.30pm
9.30am -10.15am
9.0am-3.30pm
5.00pm-6.00pm
9.00am-3.30pm
5.00pm-6.00pm
9.00am-3.30pm
9.30am-10.15am
TIME
6.00pm-7.00pm
2.00pm-3.00pm
9.30am-10.15am
TBA
3.30pm
TBA
TIME
8.50am -3.30pm
8.50am -3.30pm

Ashburton Pool
Church
Ashburton Pool
Prep Rooms
Ashburton Pool
Church
Ashburton Pool
Church
Ashburton Pool
Prep Rooms
WHERE
Church
Church
Church
TBA
School
The Hub
WHERE
School
School

**Calling for Class Reps for 2022**
Be a rep for your child’s class in 2022. A great way to get to know families in your class!
* Arrange teacher birthday and Christmas presents and any new baby or bereavement gifts.
* Assist the PFA in sharing communications with class members. * Arrange class and year level get togethers with other class reps.
* Guidance provided by past reps and PFA.
Get involved in what we hope will be a wonderful social year - after two tough covid years.
Send your interest, or any queries to pfa@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
Here’s to a fab fun 2022!
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Higgins Medal
Each year, as a school, we are asked to nominate two students who we believe have excelled in their studies and extracurricular activities, shown
strong leadership or provided service to our community. This year, we congratulate Eleni M (One/Two DC) and Grace S (Five/Six E) for receiving this
award. Eleni brings a positive attitude to everything that she does and is supportive, patient and considerate of her peers. Grace is a quiet achiever
who is a great role model to her peers and she uses her kindness and gifts to support others. Congratulations to Eleni and Grace, as a school
community, we are all exceptionally proud of you.
Reports
Our teaching staff are currently writing our students’ Semester Two reports. This semester our reports will look slightly different due to remote and
onsite learning. One important change is that when teachers identify a child as never, rarely, sometimes, mostly or consistently, this will refer to if the
skill or behaviour has been evident. This means that staff have data in a variety of ways that demonstrate this skill.
Our reports will be shared with parents and caregivers on Thursday 9th December. Please ensure you are able to log onto the portal to access your
child’s report. This will occur in the same way as Semester One. I will share information in relation to accessing your account via Operoo next week.
First Eucharist and Confirmation
Next Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday and the following Monday, our Year Four and Five students will celebrate their First Eucharist.
Each of our Masses will be celebrated commencing at 5pm. All adults are reminded that they need to be fully vaccinated and all attendees over the
age of 12 are required to wear face masks. On Friday 3rd December at 6pm and Saturday 4th December at 2pm, our Year Six students will be
Confirmed.
These are important celebrations for our students and we thank our families for their patience as we organised these Masses in line with current
COVID restrictions. Thank you to Anita Dell’Orso for her coordination and organisation of each of these Masses. Streaming links for other family and
friends to watch our Masses through YouTube will be shared with families on Friday.
Prep Transition
It was wonderful to have our 2022 Preps join us for their first transition session last week. It is always an exciting time in our year for us, as our new
Preps excitement and enthusiasm is contagious. We are looking forward to meeting our new Preps and their parents next Tuesday the 23rd
November and Tuesday 30th November. Our final transition session where our Preps will meet their buddies will be held on Wednesday 8th
December. Information about our transition sessions have been shared with parents via Operoo. During our Preps visits, parents will meet with
different leaders within our school to further discuss transition and helpful hints in Literacy and Numeracy.
School Closure Day
Tomorrow, our staff will come together to continue planning for our learning and teaching in 2022. This day is important for us to ensure that we are
addressing the learning needs of our students and ensuring that we continue to make St Michael’s a high achieving school.
Our thoughts and friends are with Tom J (Five/Six C) and Dominic J (One/Two DC) and their families on the recent passing of their grandmother.

Meredith Bennett
Principal
mbennett@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
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First Eucharist and Confirmation UpdateFirst Eucharist Next Week
Over the next two weeks, our Year Four and Five students will be receiving the sacrament of First Eucharist. We wish all communicants a very blessed
and memorable Mass, and look forward to sharing this long awaited time in our students’ faith journey, with our families.

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal
As we are all busily preparing during Advent for the birth of Christ and the celebration of Christmas, it is important to stop and think of those who are not
as fortunate as us. We invite all families to donate to our annual St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal. This year due to COVID-19 restrictions the St
Vincent de Paul Society has requested that donations be made in the form of a gift card for families to use. Donations this year can be handed in via
classrooms and the office basket. We thank you for all your support with this appeal.

CAROLS ON THE GREEN 2021
Carols on the Green is a traditional and exciting event for all community members at St Michael’s. Given the current COVID restrictions, each class will
be recording and sharing this special event with the school community via a Google Slide. Please look out for more information about this in the coming
school newsletters.

Anita Dell'Orso
Deputy Principal, Religious Education Leader, Teaching & Learning Leader
adellorso@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

PE News
Hi Parents and Caregivers,
Next week we are excited for our Prep-Two’s as they will be attending the Ashburton Pool and Recreation Centre for their swimming lessons. Thank you to all
parents and families who have completed the eForm and have offered their support during the swimming lessons. For any parents or families who would like
to offer their support, please feel free to reach out to myself or your child’s classroom teacher.
We have put together a list of items that we recommend for students to bring each day:
- Bathers (under their school clothes to save changing time)
- A towel
- Goggles
- Swimming Cap all students with long hair must wear a swimming cap
- Swimming/sports bag (for wet towels and bathers)
Please email me directly if you have any further queries
jloricco@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
We look forward to our swimming lessons next week!

Mr Jordan Lo Ricco
Physical Education Teacher and Sports Coordinator
jloricco@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
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Prep D
Jordy C: Jordy well done on your transition back to school. You’ve had a positive
attitude to learning with structure and routine. Keep up the great work!
Charlie P: SMASH for showing Respect by always waiting for your turn and putting
up your hand for all teachers. This is a great way to share your ideas. Keep up the
great work!!
Jordan P: For your amazing ideas and letter formation when writing. I’m so
impressed with your re-reading skills. Keep up the great work.
Prep E
SMASH- Billy D: For displaying the School Expectation of ‘Show Respect’
Billy, you were so respectful in our library session this week by following our library expectations. You sat with whole body listening whilst I read the story to the Preps and independently selected
a book to read quietly too. You are a role model!
Sean J: For completing his number tasks in Mathematics. Well done Sean, you are working so hard to carefully trace your digits, making sure they are formed beautifully. I am so impressed! Keep
it up.
Clara C: for her excellent retell task completed in Writing. Clara, you focussed on listening to all of the parts of the story. You reflected on what you had heard and recorded the events in order. I
am so impressed with the way in which you borrowed words and ideas from the author too! Keep it up.
One/Two DC
Kiaan A: Wonderful improvement in your reading. It was great to see you rereading and the detail you included in our comprehension conversation.
Evie K: Well done for your terrific work when researching millipedes for your information report. You listed some interesting facts to engage your audience.
Evelyn P : Wonderful improvement when reading and the detail you gave in your responses during our comprehension conversation.
One/Two DC SMASH AWARD: Well done for working so hard to remember the SMASH Expectations for Outdoor and Transition Spaces.
One/Two L
Peta B: SMASH award: For ‘Making a Difference’ by including others into conversations and helping others in the classroom when they have questions.
Ryan B: Ryan, thank you for listening to and following instructions during the whole class learning. You have done a great job of sharing your thoughts during our whole class discussions.
Emma P: Emma, well done on your increased confidence when sharing your thinking with the whole class. Keep up all of your hard work because it is lovely to hear you speaking so confidently.
One/Two R
Will R: For displaying the School Expectation of Making a Difference to others around you. You are so thoughtful and considerate. We notice how you look around to see who is near you when
the class is asked to ‘turn and talk’ and you always approach classmates with a warm, welcoming smile. So wonderful!
Inaya R : For your wonderful work in transformations with slides, flips and turns. We especially liked the staircase shape you drew. Good job!
Antonia K: For your wonderful information report on mealworms. You did a great job with your headings, facts and drawings. Just brilliant!
One/Two B
Charlie G: For your wonderful work during our Maths sessions on time. You are using your knowledge of the clock to confidently read different times including quarter past and quarter to. Keep up
the great work!
Jacob O: For your hard work during our informative writing unit. You researched anacondas, identifying the key facts and then using this to create an information report. You also drew the
audience in with an engaging sizzling start. Well done!
Stella M: SMASH- For displaying the school expectation of ‘Help Others’ by supporting your classmates with their work. During writing you recognised when a peer needed support and reached
out and helped them. Thank you for being such a supportive classmate
Three / Four A
Joseph S: For displaying the SMASH expectation of Help Others by always being such an inclusive and helpful member of our class.
Isabella D: For taking ownership of her learning for asking for assistance and clarification when needed.
Amelia H: For her growth mindset and perseverance when tackling all challenges in her learning.
Three / Four M
Leo J: For the way you have applied yourself to your learning tasks over the past few weeks. You have been contributing to class discussions, ignoring distractions and working to the best of your
ability. I am so proud of all your efforts!
Alyssa S : For being an enthusiastic student who strives to do her best at all times. Your positive attitude and patience is always appreciated.
Daniel O: For displaying the School Expectation of Show Respect by listening to the speaker. Daniel, you have continuously demonstrated the behaviours of a respectful member of Three/Four
M. You are always quick to make eye contact and listen when your teachers or peers begin to speak.
Three/Four JA
Billy Pendelbury- You have been engaged and focused when completing your learning tasks in the classroom since returning back to school. Keep up the great work!
Archie M: For following the SMASH expectations of Help Others by ensuring that everyone is involved in group tasks.
Emerson N: For applying yourself to your learning tasks. You have completed your work to the best of your abilities. Keep up the great work!
Three/Four
Kristin H; SMASH Award - Act responsibly - For always being a role model for responsible behaviour in the classroom.
Alexandra H: For sharing interesting ideas and questions during reading groups.
Darragh T: For approaching all tasks with a positive attitude.

Five/Six C
Max G: SMASH Act Responsibly by being a role model for your peers in the class. Max it is wonderful to see you following our classroom expectations and using our transition times
effectively. You are constantly ensuring that the classroom is tidy and encouraging others to do the same. Keep up the great work!
Caitlin H: For your contribution to your group debate and your ability to work collaboratively with your team. You have made a fantastic start to your debate! It is wonderful to see you
supporting your teammates and ensuring that everyone is involved in your group discussions.
Chiara S: For your reverent and thoughtful contribution to our Confirmation sessions. You have shown you are an attentive listener through your respectful attitude towards our guests
and in being willing to reflect on your interaction with the Holy Spirit.
Five/Six R
Jemma B: By displaying the SMASH expectation of make a difference by noticing when you can support others and including them
Milla B: For your flexible thinking in our line debates. You were able to consider different perspectives and shift your thinking to present and justify both sides of the debate.
Dionne N: For the effort you are putting into the presentation of your work, particularly your mini me reduction task. I can’t wait to see the final result!
Five/Six E
Chloe B :For the incredible tessellation you have created in our Maths lessons this week. When creating your shape you demonstrated your ability to translate, reflect and rotate in order
to create a comical outline of a person. The illustrations you have created within the tesselation are evidence of your sophisticated artistic talent. I can’t wait to see the finished product!
Caitlin O : For the articulate and well thought out way you have engaged in our class debates over the last two weeks. It has been incredible to see you consider the bigger picture when
discussing current issues and use persuasive techniques such as tonality and emotive language when speaking.
Jack D : For displaying the school expectation of 'Help Others'. This week I have observed you go out of your way on multiple occasions to make a classmate feel included when they
really needed it. You may not have realised it but you absolutely made this person’s day. It’s so wonderful to have such a genuinely nclusive and welcoming person in our class.
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