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Prepare the way of the Lord;
Make a path for our God in the desert.
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AMEN

Connect with St Michael's
03 9885 3105

@st_michaels_ashburton
www.smashburton.catholic.edu.au

Parish Priest : Fr Laurence Cortez : ashburton@cam.org.au

Principal : Meredith Bennett: mbennett@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
Parents & Friends Auxiliary: pfa@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

Term Dates 2022
TERM 1 2022
Wednesday 2nd February - Thursday 8th April
TERM 3 2022
Monday 11th July - Friday 16th September

TERM 2 2022
Tuesday 26th April - Friday 24th June
TERM 4 2022
Monday 3rd October - Tuesday 20th December

Diary Dates 2021
DECEMBER
Friday 3
Saturday 4
Wednesday 8
Tuesday 14
Tuesday 14
Tuesday 14
JANUARY
Monday 31
FEBRUARY
Tuesday 1
Wednesday 2

EVENT
Confirmation
Confirmation
Prep Transition 2022
End of Year Mass
Last Day of Term Four
Year Six Graduation Dinner
EVENT
School Testing Day
EVENT
School Testing Day
First Day Term One

TIME
6.00pm-7.00pm
2.00pm-3.00pm
9.30am-10.15am
TBA
3.30pm
TBA
TIME
8.50am -3.30pm
TIME
8.50am -3.30pm
8.50am -3.30pm

WHERE
Church
Church
School
Church
School
The Hub
WHERE
School
WHERE
School
School

**Calling for Class Reps for 2022**
Be a rep for your child’s class in 2022. A great way to get to know families in your class!
* Arrange teacher birthday and Christmas presents and any new baby or bereavement gifts.
* Assist the PFA in sharing communications with class members. * Arrange class and year level get
togethers with other class reps.
* Guidance provided by past reps and PFA.
Get involved in what we hope will be a wonderful social year - after two tough covid years.
Send your interest, or any queries to pfa@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
Here’s to a fab fun 2022!

Fees and Levies
Dear Parents and Caregivers
We thank all our families who have paid their 2021 school fees and levies during another difficult year. We also thank those families who continue with
their payment plans.
With our transition to Icon and their services, we have been appointed a Business Manager from MACS and along with Meredith Bennett will be
following up all outstanding accounts.
Reminder notices have been sent out this week and if you have not received yours, please contact me and I will send one to you.
If you have any queries regarding your school account, or if you wish to discuss this further please do not hesitate to contact me at any time.
Kathy Muhllechner
Office Manager / Bursar
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PRINCIPAL'S
NEWS
Thank you to everyone in our community for the way that you all reacted and supported us with our recent positive cases. I want to assure everyone that
we have followed all Department of Health directions and our school is as safe and clean as possible. Our two cases this week are the only positive cases
that we have experienced and I thank the parents of all of our students who required testing for their prompt response and for following our directions. It is
by working together in situations like this that we continue to make St Michael’s an amazing school.
Transition
Next Monday and Friday, we will have our transition sessions for our 2022 classes. These are an opportunity for our students to mix with different peers
and for us as a staff to ensure that our classes have the best possible mix. Further information relating to these sessions can be found in Charlotte Allan’s
Wellbeing section of this newsletter. A list of classroom teachers will be shared with all parents and caregivers on Monday afternoon.
First Eucharist
Last week and this Monday, our Year Four and Five students received the Sacrament of Eucharist for the first time. It was wonderful to be able to
celebrate this special event in our students’ faith journey with them. Thank you to Anita Dell’Orso for preparing our Masses and to Danielle Hanna, Ann
Lagreca, Rosie Ashburner, Alex Terzakis, Maddi Durrant, Caitlin O’Donnell, Rachael Lampe and Elle Smart for preparing our students. Thank you also to
Father Laurence and Deacon Malcolm for celebrating our five Masses and making each one of them special for each of our students.
Confirmation
This Friday evening and Saturday afternoon, our Year Six students will receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. The sacrament will be administered by
Father Laurence. I ask all of our community to continue praying for our students as they receive this sacrament. Although restrictions have been eased, I
am aware that some family members may not be able to join us in the Church for our Masses. The following streaming links will be used for our Masses.
Friday - https://youtu.be/MjU4z9p8rrw
Saturday - https://youtu.be/p745HIItJPc
Reports
Our Semester Two reports are currently being finalised and will be shared with parents and caregivers through the NForma portal next Thursday 9th
December. Directions to access your child’s report can be found further in our newsletter and also as an attachment to the email sent with our newsletter.
It is with excitement and sadness that I share with you the news that Marina Russo will be leaving us at the end of the year to take up a classroom
position at St Joseph’s Springvale. I thank Marina for everything she has brought to St Michael’s and wish her all the best for her future career.

Meredith Bennett
Principal
mbennett@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

Please remember to bring a Face Mask
Please ensure students in Years Three to Year Six remember to bring a face mask to school each day. It's a great idea to keep a spare some spare
masks in a zip lock bag in their school bag.
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DEPUTY
PRINCIPAL'S
NEWS
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all families for all your support during my first year at St Michael’s. While it has been yet another challenging
year for everyone, I am so grateful to have pulled together with such a wonderful school community to work through it all. I look forward to continuing to
work alongside our school community for the benefit of all.
First Eucharist Next Week
Congratulations to all our Year Four and Five students who received the sacrament of First Eucharist over five very sacred celebrations in the church.
We were very grateful to share this very special time in the lives of students and their families. I would also like to thank Meredith Bennette for organising
a live stream so that families who could not attend, were able to also be a part of the celebration. Finally I would like to extend my thanks to Cath Place
who decorated the church so beautifully.
Confirmation
This Friday evening and Saturday afternoon, our Year Six students will celebrate the sacrament of Confirmation. Fr Laurence will be celebrating
Confirmation this year. Thank you to the Five/Six Teachers for their work preparing our students, and Rev Deacon Malcolm for all his support along the
way. Mrs Meredith Bennett has also organised links for our live streams that she has shared in this newsletter. So please ensure to share the link with
your family. A special thank you to Cath Place in advance for assisting with decorating the church.
St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal
During Advent we prepare for the birth of Christ and the celebration of Christmas. It is also an important time to stop and think of those who are not as
fortunate as us. We invite all families to donate to our annual St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal. This year due to COVID-19 restrictions the St Vincent
de Paul Society has requested that donations be made in the form of a Coles/ Myer or Woolworths gift card for families to use. Donations this year can
be handed in via classrooms and the office basket by Friday 10th December.

Anita Dell'Orso
Deputy Principal, Religious Education Leader, Teaching & Learning Leader
adellorso@smashburton.catholic.edu.au

REPORTS

Dear Parents & Caregivers,
You will be receiving your child’s Semester One Report online via the nForma Parent Portal. The
Parent Portal will open on Thursday the 9th December at 12:00pm.
It is very important that you download your child’s report and keep it for your records. It is
highly recommended that you use a computer to access your child’s reports for the first time.
Subsequent logins can be made on a mobile device if preferred.
You need to use your existing username and password that you created in Semester One. If you have forgotten your password, you can
reset it online, please do not contact the school to do this, as we are unable to access it on your behalf. The following link will access the
portal. https://parent.nforma.ct.com.au/app/index.html?schooldomain=smashburton#/login
If you have not been able to access your child’s report, it is very important that you have updated your email addresses with the school,
as an automated email containing instructions and login details will come from no-reply@nforma.com.au and not the school. The email
will include your username and the link to your temporary password. If you do not receive it please check your junk/spam.
Forgotten passwords:
If you have forgotten your password, please use the 'forgotten password' link. Please note that your new password needs to be at least
7 characters long and must include at least one non alpha-numeric character, e.g. *, - / or similar. If you have requested a password
reset and the email does not appear, please look in your junk/spam folder for an email from no-reply@nforma.com.au.
If you have any questions or issues, please contact Meredith Bennett.
mbennett@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
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Wellbeing News
Student Leadership
Our current Year Five students spoke proudly and confidently when presenting their leadership speeches two weeks ago. We were very impressed
with their speeches, in particular the way that they spoke about their strengths and areas they would like to improve upon.
Our staff and Year Five students voted and these votes have been collated. Many of our Year Five students demonstrated strong leadership
potential and voting for some positions was very tight. For this reason we will have five School Leaders and three Wellbeing Leaders in 2022.
All Year Five students will be presented with their Leadership or Action Team badges at our Thanksgiving Mass on Friday 10th of December. All
Year Five parents will be contacted prior to our Mass. All adults attending our Mass must be double vaccinated and are required to wear a mask.
We are very excited to work with our Leadership Action Teams next year and support their work towards positive change for our school.
Whole School Transitions
In order to minimise students being in varying spaces indoors, we needed to postpone our first transition session for 2022 from Wednesday 1st of
December to Monday 6th of December at 10.15am. During this time our students will move to their 2022 classroom space and spend time with the
students who may be in their class. Our second and final transition will be on Friday the 10th at 1pm.
The purpose of these transitions is to alleviate anxiety and stress and support our students to feel comfortable when they begin their 2022 school
year. We are hopeful that during the last transition session on Friday that our students will be able to meet their 2022 teacher.
Our students have written down four students who they wish to be in a class with next year. We ensure that every student will have at least one of
these students in their 2022 class unless stated otherwise.

Library News
Please ensure that ALL LIBRARY BOOKS are returned next week.
Students will still be able to come to the library and read and complete quiet
activities such as creating spine labels for our different genres or non fiction
areas.
Week 9 - Overdue notices will be generated for any overdues for Year Six or
leaving students
All books to be returned
Week 10 - Invoices will be issued for any books that have not been returned
Clare Bilton-Roos
One/Two Teacher and Librarian
cbilton-roos@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
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Prep D
Amber R: For showing your love of reading. Amber I can tell you have been reading
at home and using strategies to understand the meaning of the book. Keep up the
great work!
Harvey S: For demonstrating great listening skills and being very organised during
this week of swimming. Well done!
Amber F: SMASH For following the expectation of Stay Safe. During transition times
you have been lining up quietly in your safety line and walking to and from spaces
safely. Keep up the great work!
Prep E
Jahan R: For the increasing confidence he is showing towards swimming lessons! Jahan I can see that you are applying a growth mindset in response to swimming. Well done on having a go at
doing a big jump into the pool this week! I am impressed.
Sara V: For the way in which she follows class instructions. Sara you are a role model to your peers. You are always listening to the next steps required in our learning. You pack up your learning
materials promptly and you are always ready for the next task! Keep it up.
Eliane G: SMASH -For displaying the school expectation of ‘Show Respect’. Eliane you are a role model during transition times. You walk in a quiet and respectful manner, following instructions
as the class moves from one space to another. Well done on the way in which you have represented St Michael’s as we have moved from school to the pool and back again. Keep it up!
One/Two DC
Isabella K: SMASH Act Responsibly. Well done for being a fantastic role model when walking to and from swimming. You have been listening to the swimming instructor and following all
instructions.
Indiana B: Fantastic use of descriptive vocabulary to describe the “deep, dark spooky forest” setting in your narrative. Keep up the brilliant writing.
Jordan G: Wonderful work with money. You were able to generate different ways to make dollar and cent amounts using your knowledge of money.
One/Two B:
Saisha S: SMASH award for ‘Act Responsibly’ when walking to and from swimming. You are following the instructions of all staff members and have your listening ears on at all times. Great work!
Leo E: For your hard work and dedication when creating your narrative plan. You have thought carefully about each element of your story and how to make your story engaging.
Keep up the great work!
Srinya N: For your wonderful efforts editing your writing. You actively take on feedback and then use this to improve on and edit your work. This is an important part of the writing process. Keep
up the great work!
One/Two R
Isobelle G: SMASH award for ‘Help Others’. Your beautiful nature showed through when you noticed a Prep student sitting on the friendship seat. Thank you for asking her to play with you.
Additionally, we noticed how you took time out of your own work to help another student in the classroom when working on our Science Reports. You are so wonderful!
Rafferty H: You have settled into St Michael's and our class in an amazing manner. You are following all our instructions and being respectful with everyone in the classroom. We love how you
are following all the SMASH expectations and you have only been here a week! Just brilliant!
Dominic P: For working so hard in all of our subjects and doing a great job overall. We love your new story idea about magical black ants and a humongous person!
One/Two L
Leo C: Leo, thank you for your positive and happy attitude during our swimming program. It was lovely to hear you encouraging others. Well done on your dedication to swimming.
Zoe K: Well done on your growth mindset during writing. You should be incredibly proud of your hard work to improve your handwriting. Keep working hard to include the fabulous onomatopoeia
into your writing.
Anthony T: SMASH award for ‘Showing Respect’ by listening to and following instructions in the classroom. Anthony you always work your hardest to showcase your understanding of the
learning in the classroom. Keep up all of your fantastic work. Three/Four A
Three / Four M
Austin C: For your excellent persuasive writing on “Why Summer is the best season”. Your use of emotive language was amazing and you were able to clearly elaborate your three arguments.
Well done Austin!
Griffin M: For the positive attitude and “I can do it” mindset you have been displaying in class during learning time. Your understanding of a growth mindset has really shown through your positive
outlook on learning tasks. Keep up the great effort Griffin!
Mayah L: For displaying the School Expectation of Help Others by supporting her peers in times of need. Mayah you are very quick to see when someone is in need of extra help both outside and
in the classroom setting. Thank you for showing such initiative in this area.
Three/Four JA
William P: For applying yourself to your learning tasks. You have been engaged in Maths lessons and accomplished some great work. Keep up the great learning!
Jasmine P: For being engaged in your learning, participating in whole class discussions and producing some fantastic work. You have come so far with your learning. Keep up the great work
Jasmine.
Chloe M: For displaying the SMASH expectations of Stay Safe. You transition to each learning space throughout the school in a safe way.
Three/Four A
Harlow H: For using her personal strengths to complete tasks and help others in the classroom. Thank you for being a role model to your peers in Three/Four A Harlow, keep it up!
Lachlan G: For demonstrating great skills needed to be respectful and working well in a group tasks. Your creative ideas and supportive attitude have been very much appreciated. Well done
Lachlan!
Mia L: SMASH For displaying the school expectation of Act responsibly by modelling appropriate behaviours in and outside of the classroom. You cautiously respect our school property and your
learning environments, keep it up Mia!
Three/ Four E
Caitlin A: For demonstrating the SMASH expectation of 'Act Responsibly' by demonstrating exemplary behaviour in all areas of school life
Eve S: For demonstrating her growing confidence by leading whole school meditation
Joel W: For choosing a good learning space to avoid distractions in the classroom.

Five/Six C
Lilla O: For your enthusiasm and commitment to your learning this term. Lilla it is lovely to see you enjoying your learning and staying focused to ensure every task is completed to your
best ability. Your commitment to all the Year end of year activities is evident in your enthusiastic approach and can-do attitude!
Martin N: For working collaboratively during our reading sessions. Martin it is wonderful to see you sharing your insightful ideas and encouraging your group members through
discussions. You have shown leadership qualities in the way you take charge and ensure all voices are heard. Keep up the incredible work!
Amelia M: SMASH - Make A Difference By noticing the needs in the classroom and taking actions to support your teachers and peers. Amelia it is wonderful to see you take on roles of
responsibility in the class, your considerate and efficient ways ensure that your classmates and your teachers are continuously supported through daily activities
Five/Six R
Karanvir S: For your fantastic work on your tessellation. You have created an interesting design using multiple transformations and the amount of detail you are putting into colouring it
so that it looks like a viking ship is sensational. Keep up the great work!
Ella R :Your fantastic attitude to learning this term. You have been trying your best in all learning areas and activities and this effort has been noticed! It makes a difference in our
learning community to see you getting excited and approaching tasks with enthusiasm! Keep up the great work!
Kevan K - SMASH - For displaying the expectation Make a Difference by exuding kindness and warmth to all in our class. You brighten our class each day you are here through your
interactions with others.

Uniform Shop
News

Old Logo Stock Clear Out
We have many brand new items in the uniform shop printed/embroidered with the previous St Michael’s school logo which we are now selling at a
discounted price. There are limited sizes available of:
Polo tops (short and long sleeved)
Sports tops
Bomber jackets
Duffle bags
Swim bags
Bucket hats
These can be purchased online from the uniform shop via the following link – but get in fast!
https://stmichaelsashburton.shopdesq.com/oldlogo
Any questions or comments – contact us via email – uniformshop@smashburton.catholic.edu.au
Shelly, Cheryl and Helen
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